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Vaccine efforts ramp up in county
By Margie Richards

margie@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County’s COVID-

19 infections have been trending 

downward lately and if Public 

Health County Nurse Elizabeth 

Allen has anything to say about it, 

with vaccines now finally becom-

ing more plentiful, that trend will 

continue.

Meanwhile, Gov. Brian Kemp 

announced Tuesday that all Geor-

gians age 16 and older will be 

eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine 

starting this Thursday, March 25.

“This is our ticket back to nor-

mal,” Kemp said. “We’re getting 

closer to that point every single 

day.”

Speaking at a news conference, 

Kemp said Georgia expects to gain 

another bump in vaccine doses next 

week from the federal government 

– though he was not sure yet how 

much more the state will receive.

So far, Georgia has distributed 

roughly 3.2 million vaccine doses 

to groups that have gradually 

become eligible since mid-Decem-

ber.

Vaccines were administered to all 

Madison County school employ-

ees who wanted them earlier this 

month.

Allen and staff members from the 

Madison County Health Depart-

ment administered 370 vaccines 

to school system employees on 

Friday, March 12. And while that’s 

less than half the school system 

employees, Allen hopes as time 

goes by more school staff, as well 

as more of the population in gen-

eral, will consider getting the vac-

cine.

“Hopefully as more people know 

more people who’ve been vaccinat-

ed, it’ll be the ‘cool thing’ to do,” 

Allen said.

Emergency Medical Services 

(EMS) Director Bobby Smith and 

a couple of paramedics showed 

up to help out as did all the nurses 

from each school.

“Those nurses really showed up 

and showed out,” Allen said. She 

said she also wanted to recognize 

her clerical staff, who worked late 

into the day to get everything doc-

umented.

“It takes a lot of prep work and 

team work to pull something like 

that off,” Allen said. “And we had 

it.”

Allen said they are also adminis-

tering about 150 vaccines on Tues-

days and Fridays (by appointment 

only) at the health department in 

Danielsville each week.

“We hope to ramp that up to 250 

vaccines per week going forward 

with a new nurse coming onboard,” 

Allen said. The newly opened cate-

gory of ages 55 and up, along with 

anyone with a chronic health condi-

tion, has greatly expanded the indi-

viduals eligible to be vaccinated.

The best way to sign up for a vac-

cine at the health department right 
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Comer 
approves 
alcohol 
measures

Comer voters decided 

last week to allow busi-

nesses in town to sell alco-

hol by the drink and to sell 

alcohol on Sundays.  

“The council will be 

working diligently to 

adopt this referendum as 

city ordinance, and issue 

licenses as soon as possi-

ble,” city leaders said.

Hurdling ahead

Madison County’s AJ Reid leaps over a hurdle during the 110-meter hurdle event Satur-
day at Cedar Shoals. See the B section for more track photos. Photo by Zach Mitcham

Drug bust yields 
five arrests, 
meth and cash

The Madison County Sheriff’s Office arrest-

ed five people and seized more than a pound 

of methamphetamine, $3,295 in cash and guns 

during a raid and search warrant on a home on 

Commerce-Neese Road last week.

Officers were informed that a large volume 

of drug was being sold at that location and 

placed the home under surveillance, according 

to Chief Deputy Jeff Vaughn. 

Residents Donald Kenneth Cowart and his 

wife Melissa Dawn Cowart, both 47, were 

charged with trafficking in methamphetamine 

No timeline on EPD 
decision on GRP 
wastewater permit

There is no timeline on when state regu-

lators will decide on a wastewater permit 

application by Georgia Renewable Power at 

its Colbert facility. 

GRP seeks a permit from the state 

Environmental Protection Division to release 

an average of 273,000 gallons a day from 

the facility, with a maximum of 3.55 million 

gallons per day. That water will flow into 

Beaverdam Creek in the Savannah River 

Basin. The releases will include pollutants, 

such as chloroform, copper, cyanide, zinc, 

phosophorus and oil and grease.

An online public hearing on the application 

was held March 2, with 25 people asking the 

EPD to deny the permit.

“I am told we have requested additional 

information from the facility based on com-

Georgia Senate OKs 
$27.2 billion state budget

 By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

 The Georgia Senate unanimously passed Gov. 

Brian Kemp’s $27.2 billion fiscal 2022 budget 

Tuesday, setting the stage for negotiations with 

the state House of Representatives on a final 

version of the spending plan.

Senators supported the budget’s emphasis on 

education and health care.

With state tax revenues coming in stronger than 

expected despite the pandemic, the budget would 

restore 60% of the “austerity” cuts to Georgia 

public schools the legislature made at the height 

of the COVID-19 outbreak last year.

Thanks to the American Rescue Plan Congress 

passed earlier this month, Georgia schools soon 

will receive $4.2 billion in federal funds, Senate 

Appropriations Committee Chairman Blake Til-

lery told his Senate colleagues.

“That more than wipes out any reductions 

we’ve made during the pandemic,” said Tillery, 

R-Vidalia. “Our school systems are going to 

more than adequately be made whole.”

The Senate also supported the House in adding 

about $40 million to Kemp’s original budget plan 

for mental health services.

The Senate budget also includes pay raises 

to help retain employees in state agencies that 

have been hit with a lot of turnover, including 

the departments of Agriculture, Banking and 

Finance, Driver Services, Corrections and Juve-

nile Justice.

Senators agreed with the governor’s recom-

mendation for $39.5 million for a new Rural 

Innovation Fund to help local elected officials 

See “Budget” on 2A

Over a pound of meth, as well as guns 
and cash were seized in a bust on Com-
merce-Neese Road last week.

Kemp opens eligibility to all 16 and over


