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Braselton News

MAILING LABEL

A major rewrite of the 

Town of Braselton’s devel-

opment codes will be one 

of the major focuses of the 

community’s 2020 Compre-

hensive Plan Update.

The draft of the comp 

plan outlines thousands of 

details about how the com-

munity should grow over 

the next 20 years, but a lot 

of that will be tied to the 

town’s zoning and develop-

ment codes.

“While very detailed, the 

code is very complicated for 

a town this size,” the comp 

plan update states. “It’s not 

unusual for a new develop-

ment to have a large number 

of variances for rezonings 

— this indicates a problem.”

The estimated cost of re-

writing the town’s codes is 

$155,000.

Among the goals of the 

rewrite — and of the overall 

comp plan update — will be 

to encourage more housing 

diversity in Braselton, es-

pecially affordable housing. 

The comp plan points out 

that the town doesn’t have 

enough population to fill all 

the jobs which have been 

created in recent years.

The proposals in the 

comp plan include changing 

some minimum housing siz-

es in the codes and to allow 

one-car garages in future 

construction.

“Braselton has a goal to 

diversify housing options 

that accommodates its vary-

ing target market,” states 

the plan. “One way to en-

courage housing diversity 

is to identify and change the 

regulations for residential 

uses that prohibit the cre-

ation of more affordable or 

more flexible housing types 

through reducing minimum 

house sizes.”

The plan also calls for 

allowing mixed housing 

sizes and lots within some 

developments. The comp 

plan says that current strict 

regulations could “turn off” 

some developers of quality 

projects in the community.

WAREHOUSES

The comp plan update 

also acknowledges that its 

survey of citizens found lit-

tle support for more ware-

houses in the town. That 

finding wasn’t a surprise 

given the large amount of 

citizen complaints at zon-

ing hearings about proposed 

warehouse projects.

Partly as a result of 

that dynamic, the town’s 

Rick Humphrey has been named pres-

ident and general manager of Michelin 

Raceway Road 

Atlanta.

Humphrey 

replaces Geoff 

Lee, who an-

nounced his 

retirement last 

week.

He will re-

sume the new 

role immedi-

ately.

In an an-

nouncement 

about the 

move, Road Atlanta said Humphrey’s 

familiarity with the facility — as well as 

more than 25 years of track operations 

experience — allowed for an immediate 

transition.

Humphrey has been vice president of 

IMSA Properties since 2014 with Mi-

chelin Raceway Road Atlanta as his base 

of operation. In that role, he oversaw 

Humphrey named 

president and 

general manager 

at Road Atlanta

HUMPHREY

See Humphrey, page 7A

What will the next school year look 

like?

That was the topic of discussion at a 

called May 21 meeting of the Jackson 

County Board of Education.

As the current school year winds down 

amid the COVID virus pandemic and at-

home learning, school leaders are strug-

gling to figure out how to plan for the 

next year.

In a report to the Jackson County 

BOE, superintendent April Howard said 

system leaders were looking at when and 

how to reopen school for the 2020-2021 

year and what the year might look like.

What will next 

school year 

look like?

See School, page 7A

State Labor Commissioner Mark Butler 

recently reported that the number of initial 

unemployment claims has reached another 

all-time high, with this month’s total sur-

passing the number of claims reached in 

the past four years combined.

April 2020 labor statistics also revealed 

that the over-the-month increase for the 

unemployment rate was the largest on re-

cord.

“This is the highest unemployment rate 

on record, eclipsing the previous high of 

10.6 percent that occurred in December 

2010,” said Butler. “However, the cause of 

this high unemployment rate differs greatly 

Unemployment 

reaches all-time 

high in April

See Unemployment, page 7A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Jackson County health leaders are brac-

ing for potential cuts in state funding next 

year.

The Jackson County Board of Health ap-

proved its $1.39 million budget for Fiscal 

Year 2021 during a conference call meet-

ing on May 12.

REVENUES

Overall, revenues are expected to de-

crease two percent, from $1.42 million this 

year to $1.39 million in FY21.

The largest decrease is expected in 

grant-in-aid state funding — down 14-per-

cent from $526,700 to $452,980. About 

30-percent of the department’s funding 

comes from the state. (The remainder 

comes from: Fees 30 percent; county, 20 

percent; and other miscellaneous revenue 

sources.)

Other projected decreases include Med-

icaid and federal COVID-19 funds. The 

department is receiving somewhere be-

tween $15,000-$18,000 in federal fund-

ing in FY2020 to help offset salary costs 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. During 

Health leaders 

brace for state cuts

See BOH, page 7A

Meet the 

Candidates
Jackson County BOE District 1

--If you are the incum-

bent, why should you be 

re-elected? What have you 

accomplished during your 

time in office? If you are 

the challenger, why are 

you the better candidate 

for the office you’re seek-

ing? What will you do bet-

ter or differently than the 

incumbent?

As a candidate that seeks 

an open School Board Dis-

trict 1 seat, my education 

experience, knowledge and 

skills will accelerate my 

impact as a School Board 

member. We face strong 

growth in Jackson county 

that will bring more facil-

ity and personnel needs. 

However, it will take years 

to overcome our inevita-

ble diminishing revenues. I 

will work with the Jackson 

County Schools leadership 

to find new avenues to re-

duce expenditures.

While serving as Laurens 

County Superintendent, I 

Rob 

Johnson
--If you are the incum-

bent, why should you be 

re-elected? What have 

you accomplished during 

your time in office? If you 

are the challenger, why 

are you the better candi-

date for the office you’re 

seeking? What will you 

do better or differently 

than the incumbent?

The incumbent, Mr 

Cronic, has done a fantastic 

job on the board for many 

years. I look forward to 

continuing to build on what 

he has already done for the 

county schools. I know that 

these are big shoes to fill 

but I feel very confident 

that I can continue leading 

the county schools growth 

the way he has.

--The COVID virus has 

dramatically affected the 

entire world, including 

our local community.

If you are the incumbent, 

how have you responded in 

your government position 

Blake 

Rodenroth
-Challenger ques-

tion; Why are you the 

better candidate for 

the office you’re seek-

ing? What will you do 

better or differently 

than the incumbent?

I bring a unique per-

spective to this position 

due to my experience 

for over 25 years work-

ing in Jackson County 

government with the 

Board of Commission-

ers. During that time, I 

have had a great work-

ing relationship with the 

Jackson County School 

system and various city 

governments through-

out our county. This 

has enabled me to build 

relationships, as well 

as, given me a chance 

to help solve problems, 

plan for growth, and 

advise on the various 

needs of our commu-

nities. I have been able 

to work with the school 

Ricky 

Sanders

See Johnson, page 4A See Rodenroth, page 4A See Sanders, page 4A

Hall County elections leaders say 

the transition to a new early voting site 

has proven successful.

To allow for social distancing re-

quirements, the county moved its early 

voting site for the June 9 election to 

the Gainesville Exploration Academy. 

Early voting has typically been held at 

the Hall County Government Center.

“Voters have been very pleased with 

the new voting location,” Hall Coun-

ty elections director Lori Wurtz said. 

“They have been able to maintain 

at least six feet of distance from one 

another and from poll workers, and I 

don’t think that could have been ac-

complished at the government center 

given its layout and overall space con-

straints.”

Wurtz said approximately 591 vot-

ers had cast their ballots at the new lo-

cation as of 7 p.m. Thursday, May 21.

“Turnout has been steady, and the 

feedback we have received has all 

been positive” she said.

Early voting is expected to continue 

at Gainesville Exploration Academy 

this week, Tuesday through Friday. 

(No early voting was held on Monday, 

May 25 in observance of the Memorial 

Day holiday.)

During the third and final week of 

early voting, June 1-5, voters can cast 

their ballots at the North Hall Commu-

nity Center, the East Hall Community 

Center and Spout Springs Library, in 

addition to Gainesville Exploration 

Academy. Polls will be open from 

7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at all locations during 

all three weeks of early voting.

On Saturday, May 30, polls will 

open at the North Hall Community 

Center, East Hall Community Center, 

Spout Springs Library and Gaines-

ville Exploration Academy as a part 

of statewide Saturday early voting. 

The hours for Saturday voting are also 

7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Gainesville Exploration Academy is 

located at 1145 McEver Road, approx-

imately 1.5 miles from the Hall Coun-

ty Government Center.

View sample ballots and find your 

Election Day polling location at www.

mvp.sos.ga.gov. A video demon-

stration of the state’s new electronic 

voting machines can be found at se-

curevotega.com.

OTHER COUNTIES

Early voting also continues in Bra-

selton’s other three counties. Details 

include:

JACKSON COUNTY

Early in-person voting for the June 9 

elections in Jackson County continues 

May 26-29 and June 1-5 from 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. Early voting is held at the 

Gordon Street Center in Jefferson.

Saturday voting will be held on May 

30 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Meanwhile, the county has installed 

a drop-box outside its office in Jef-

ferson for those voting an absentee to 

drop off their completed ballot.

GWINNETT COUNTY

Eligible voters in Gwinnett Coun-

ty may vote advance in person every 

day, including weekends through June 

5 at the Gwinnett Voter Registrations 

Early voting continues across Braselton area

See Voting, page 4A

More flexible housing one goal in comp plan update

See Comp, page 4A


