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Leadership Barrow: 
Teamwork makes the dream work

Leadership Barrow’s Class of 2023 had its first outing Wednesday, Aug. 10 at Camp Twin Lakes, where they 
were given several team-building challenges, including a ropes course. 
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By Morgan Ervin

The inner-child within 

each member of Lead-

ership Barrow’s Class 

of 2023 was brought out 

during the group’s first ses-

sion at Camp Twin Lakes 

Wednesday, Aug. 10, 

where the day was filled 

with team-building chal-

lenges and risk-taking fun.

“It truly felt like being 

dropped off for the first day 

of school,” said class mem-

ber Aimee Kiebler.

“Everyone seemed excit-

ed and a some were even 

nervous,” she said.

Class of 2023 lead facil-

itator Ben McDaniel and 

assistant facilitator Shen-

ley Rountree led the group 

in discussions on Emerge-

netics, which is a profile 

assessment that dives the 

thought processes of each 

individual and how those 

processes effect behaviors.

“It was so enlightening 

to dive deeper into the way 

you think and how that 

reflects in your behavior. 

Learning about yourself 

and seeing where others 

fall on that spectrum too 

will help the group work 

better together,” said Kie-

bler.

The group heard from 

Tricia Massey from Pied-

mont Athens Regional, the 

sponsor of Leadership Bar-

row 2023 before beginning 

its first “get to know you” 

game.

“The first day is all about 

learning about the pro-

gram, yourself and your 

classmates,” said program 

coordinator Christine 

Greeson.

Also during its first 

session, class presidents, 

Facebook fans and story-

teller were selected.

The Class of 2023 

co-presidents are Barrow 

County Commissioner 

Alex Ward and Barrow 

County Sheriff’s Office 

Lieutenant Faye Spauld-

ing.

“I volunteered to serve 

as a co-president for the 

Leadership Barrow class 

because in a group full of 

amazing leaders, I believe 

I can provide a facilitative 

style of leadership that 

ensures all voices are be-

ing heard while still mov-

ing forward towards our 

goals,” said Ward.

According to Spaulding, 

“I volunteered because it 

offers me an opportuni-

ty to give back or make a 

difference to the people 

around me. I like the quote 

by Winston Churchill, ‘We 

make a living by what we 

get, but we make a life by 

what we give’.”

The class Facebook 

fans are Robin Martinel-

li, president of Martinelli 

Investigations, and Kayla 

Shumate, Chicos FAS ad-

ministrative assistant.

“I am a social butterfly 

and love connecting with 

people. I want to tell my 

community how great the 

Leadership Barrow Class 

of 2023 is,” said Martinelli.

“I volunteered for Face-

book fan because I love be-

ing able to share a story or 

experience with others. Be-

ing able to engage with our 

community via our social 

media platforms will share 

the word about this won-

derful program and how 

others can get involved,” 

said Shumate.

The class storyteller is 

Aimee Keibler, Barrow 

County Chamber of Com-

merce administrative direc-

tor.

“This class has some 

great insights into why 

they are doing what they 

are doing,” said Kiebler.

The Camp Twin Lakes 

staff provided the group 

with lunch before they 

set out to take on the high 

ropes course.

“For the first day, it was 

amazing to watch teams 

encourage each other and 

be cheerleaders for those 

they may not have even met 

before today,” said Kiebler.

“Bonds were made and 

cemented today that will 

last a lifetime. Everyone 

left with a little more than 

what they started with, 

maybe not energy, but 

knowledge about them-

selves or someone else in 

the class.

“It was a truly wonderful 

first session and the class 

is eagerly anticipating the 

rest of the year together. 

This class is going to do 

great things,” she said.

Aimee Kiebler (pictured on right) said the first Leadership Barrow session for the 
2023 class was much more than she expected. “Bonds were made and cemented to-
day that will last a lifetime. Everyone left with a little more than what they started 
with,” she said. 

By Morgan Ervin

According to Barrow 

County School Sys-

tem’s 11-day enroll-

ment count released 

this week, the district 

experienced a 3% in-

crease in student en-

rollment over the last 

year.

The first day of 

school attendance 

count was 13,915, 

which was the number 

of students physically 

present in school that 

day and didn’t include 

all students listed on 

rolls.

As of Aug. 16, total 

enrollment was report-

ed at 14,823, which is 

a total increase of 428 

students from the 11th 

day of school in 2021.

The district’s student 

enrollment numbers 

have been steadily ris-

ing year-to-year since 

BCSS reports 3% increase 
in student enrollment

See Enrollment, page 2A

BCSS releases 11th day enrollment numbers this week.

A panel of arbitrators ruled in 

Barrow County’s favor during an an-

nexation dispute arbitration with the 

City of Winder Aug. 9 after it heard 

witnesses, gathered information 

and reviewed the facts and evidence 

surrounding a proposed residential 

development on Pearl Pentecost Road 

along the West Winder Bypass.

The applicant, Meritage Homes of 

Georgia, seeks to annex roughly 130 

acres out of unincorporated Barrow 

County’s agricultural district into 

the City of Winder’s Planned Unit 

Development (PUD) zoning district 

to accommodate 321 lots, consisting 

of 229 detached single-family homes 

and 92 attached townhomes.

The Barrow County Board of 

Commissioners (BOC) “vigorously” 

opposed the request to annex due to 

issues concerning land use, density, 

traffic and infrastructure in the sur-

rounding area.

Although the county cited several 

concerns with the proposal, its prima-

ry objection centers around its goal 

of keeping the property fronting the 

West Winder Bypass from a “resi-

dential intrusion” as it was planned 

for commercial and industrial growth 

in the county. As such, the proposed 

subdivision, the county argued, is 

inconsistent with the county’s Future 

Land Use Map (FLUM) and compre-

hensive plan.

According to the county’s objection 

letter to the city, the proposal would 

Annexation arbitration 
panel rules in county’s favor

Elementaary schools experienced the most growth 
over the last year. 

Student 
enrollment 
numbers

See Arbitration, page 2A

The Innovation Amphi-

theater has planned for an-

other weekend packed full 

with live music.

On Friday, Aug. 19, the 

Broadway Rock of Ages 

Band will be rocking fa-

vorites from bands like Bon 

Jovi, Def Leppard, White 

Snake, Twisted Sister, Poi-

son, Foreigner and more.

On Saturday, Aug. 20, 

Doug Stone and Georgia’s 

own T. Graham Brown will 

be performing country, gos-

pel and blues with top hits 

like “Hell and High Water,” 

“I Tell It Like It Used to 

Be,” and “Darlene.”

Broadway Rock of  Ages 

Band at Innovation 

Amphitheater Aug. 19


