
MAILING LABEL

JACKSON   HERALD

Wednesday, January 8, 2020THE

 VOL. 145   NO. 32 Merged in 2017 with A PUBLICATION OF  MainStreet Newspapers, Inc.
 

 24 PAGES 2 SECTIONS PLUS INSERTS The Commerce News JEFFERSON, JACKSON COUNTY GEORGIA 30549 $1.00 COPY

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

The Commerce City 

Council will vote at its Jan. 

21 meeting on giving raises 

to 69 employees as part of 

a compensation study done 

last summer and fall.

The raises will cost 

$77,225. City manager 

James Wascher said earli-

er the raises could be paid 

out of the current budget 

because the city budgeted 

more money than it will cost 

for health insurance.

The study was done by 

Evergreen Solutions and the 

increases are covered by the 

savings. The total does not 

include the benefits for city 

employees.

The pay study will estab-

lish the minimum, maxi-

mum and average of salaries 

for a host of city jobs. The 

city currently has a grading 

and pay scale system.

The council also heard a 

report and discussed con-

ditions for buffers between 

industrial and residential 

property and between res-

idential and commercial 

property.

The issue came up over 

a proposed annexation of 

property owned by James 

Bouchard that is adjacent to 

industrial land already an-

nexed into the city and is ad-

jacent to property owned by 

families on Lords Mill Rd.

The planning commission 

recommended the property 

be annexed and rezoned to 

M-I industrial. It put condi-

tions on it for a buffer of 80 

feet.

However, the Twin 

Creeks subdivision also is 

planned for an adjacent area 

and the city council directed 

the planning commission to 

consider buffer zones for all 

property in the city.

The council also direct-

ed that no building permits 

would be issued for Twin 

Creeks for up to 90 days or 

until the question of buffers 

are resolved.

Council members Mon-

day discussed a buffer of 

25 to 50 feet for residential 

property and about 50 feet 

for industrial. That would 

leave a buffer between the 

industry and residential of 

about 100 feet.

Jordan Shoemaker, Com-

merce planning and zoning 

administrator, said Jack-

son County has a buffer of 

about 150 feet – all from the 

industrial property.

Commerce to consider new pay plan
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Jefferson city councilmen Clint Roberts (left) and Steve Kinney (right) were sworn in last Mon-

day (Dec. 30) by mayor Steve Quinn. Roberts is the new councilman in District 5. Kinney be-

gins his 32nd year in District 1. District 3 councilman Jon Howell, who was not present at the 

meeting, will be sworn in Jan. 13.

JEFFERSON COUNCIL SWORN IN

Qualifying for the two vacated 

Hoschton City Council seats will 

take place this week.

The city will hold qualifying 

for the empty mayor and council 

seat on Jan. 8-10. During a special 

meeting Christmas week, the coun-

cil approved moving the qualifying 

dates, which had previously been set 

for February (no qualifying will be 

held in February).

Qualifying begins Jan. 8 at 

9 a.m. and will last through Jan. 

10 at 4:30 p.m.

Fees are $27 for the mayor’s 

seat and $18 for the council seat.

Those wishing to qualify may 

do so at Hoschton City Hall.

The special election to fill the 

two seats — which were vacated 

by former mayor Theresa Kener-

ly and councilman Jim Cleveland 

— will be held March 24. Both 

unexpired terms run through Dec. 

2021.

The last day to register to vote 

for that special election is Feb. 24.

Also at its Dec. 23 meeting, the 

council:

•approved purchasing a flow 

meter for $3,952.

•approved the scope and con-

tract for consulting services with 

Clark Patterson Lee.

Hoschton to 
hold qualifying 
Jan. 8-10

Hope Weeks recently 

announced that she will 

be a candidate for Mayor 

of the City of Hoschton.

Weeks has served on 

the Hoschton City Coun-

cil since 2018.

“I’m very excited 

about the opportunity to 

run for mayor,” Weeks 

said. “I’ve been on coun-

cil for almost two years 

and while on council my 

focus has been on mak-

ing sure the city is mov-

ing in the right direction 

through initiatives such 

as hiring a financial con-

sultant to oversee the 

city’s accounting and or-

ganizing cleanup of the 

local park by the depot.

“This is a pivotal and 

exciting time for our 

city. We expect a lot of 

changes to our commu-

nity over the next few 

years and I want to work 

to be sure Hoschton is 

ready by updating our 

charter, ordinances and 

policies and providing 

oversight to major proj-

ects such as upgrades 

to our wastewater treat-

ment plant, stormwater 

improvements and cem-

etery cleanup. We have 

a bright future and as 

Mayor, I will work with 

our staff, council and cit-

izens to ensure we meet 

the challenges along the 

way.”

Weeks has a back-

ground in local govern-

ment and accounting.

The mayoral election 

will be held in conjunc-

tion with the Presidential 

Preference Primary on 

March 24. Qualifying 

for the election opens 

Wednesday, Jan. 8 (see 

related story).

Weeks announces plans to 

run for Hoschton mayor

HOPE WEEKS

New members for the Commerce Board of Education recently took office. Pictured are Kyle 
Moore, left, representing District 4, and Knox Smith, representing District 3. Moore, a previous 

board member, defeated incumbent chairman Rodney Gary. Smith beat incumbent Bill Davis. 

See more photos of Commerce officials on page 3A.

COMMERCE BOE MEMBERS TAKE OFFICE

By Charles Phelps
charles@mainstreetnews.com

A new year meant new 

terms for several mem-

bers of the Nicholson City 

Council.

Nicholson swore in may-

or Jan Webster, and council 

members Mike Barfield and 

Lamar Watkins, at the Jan. 

6 council meeting. All three 

were incumbents during the 

city’s election.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other action at the Jan. 

6 meeting:

• Mike Barfield was ap-

pointed as mayor pro tem. 

• The council unanimous-

ly adopted the Jackson 

County Hazard Mitigation 

Plan Update 2019-2024. 

City attorney Jody Camp-

bell said the city had to 

adopt the resolution so the 

city would be qualified for 

federal or state assistance 

following a disaster.

• The council set the date 

for its Fourth of July fire-

works show. The council 

voted for July 3 with the 

rain date being July 10. 

• Nicholson resident Lin-

da O’Reilly addressed the 

council about a citation she 

was issued from code en-

forcement about a mobile 

home she moved onto her 

property. Campbell said the 

council wouldn’t be able to 

address O’Reilly’s matter 

and he would talk to her af-

ter the meeting. 

The next work session 

is scheduled for Thursday, 

Jan. 23.

Three 

sworn in at 

Nicholson 

council 

meeting
A 20-year-old man suffered 

serious injuries after a two-ve-

hicle crash near the Pender-

grass Flea Market.

Miguel Patino was trans-

ported to Northeast Georgia 

Medical Center Gainesville 

following the Jan. 4 wreck.

According to the Georgia 

State Patrol, Patino was turn-

ing left out of the flea market 

in a 2012 Hyundai Genesis, 

attempting to cross Hwy. 129. 

Patino failed to yield to a 2009 

GMC Sierra driven by Den-

ver Pittman, 43. Pittman was 

traveling east on Hwy. 129 to-

wards I-85.

The front of Pittman’s vehi-

cle struck the driver’s side of 

Patino’s vehicle.

This is the second serious 

wreck at that intersection in 

recent weeks. Two teenagers 

were killed in a Dec. 21 wreck 

in front of the flea market.

Man 

suffers 

serious 

injuries in 

wreck near 

flea market

Former Commerce High 

School principal Aubry Finch, 

88, died Dec. 17 in Lexington, 

Ga., according to a recent ar-

ticle in The Oglethorpe Echo.

Finch was principal at 

CHS for 18 years, starting 

in 1965. After leaving Com-

merce, Finch was principal 

at Oglethorpe County High 

School for 15 years, retiring 

in 1998.

A native of Union Point, 

Former CHS 

principal Aubry 

Finch dies

See Commerce, page 2A

See Finch, page 2A


