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Little League is out in 

Madison County after more 

than six decades.

County commissioners 

voted 4-0 Monday, Aug. 

26 not to renew a “facilities 

use agreement” with Little 

League. The vote followed 

a lengthy, and sometimes 

contentious, discussion 

about who should oversee 

youth baseball and softball 

in Madison County. County 

commissioners ultimately 

decided to move the pro-

grams from Little League to 

the Georgia Recreation and 

Parks Association (GRPA). 

The action doesn’t affect 

the agreement between the 

Madison County Youth As-

sociation, which oversees 

youth football, and the rec-

reation department.

Commissioner Tripp 

Strickland made the mo-

tion to discontinue the an-

nual agreement with Little 

League. He was joined in 

the action by commission-

ers Theresa Bettis, Brian 

Kirk and Derek Doster. 

Commissioner Lee Allen 

wasn’t at Monday’s meet-

ing. Strickland said Little 

League is not like it once 

was. He named several for-

mer coaches as “pillars of 

the community” who set 

a high standard for Little 

League, which he said no 

longer remains. He noted 

the ugly speech on Madison 

County Rants and Raves 

and an overall decline in 

behavior as his reason for 

seeking a change.

“Something has changed, 

folks,” said Strickland. 

“This thing isn’t the same. 

You don’t have the same 

feeling. I got kids play-

ing ball. I got a son who’s 

moving up next year. But 

Little League is out in Madison Co.
Rec dept. to take over youth 

baseball, softball programs

Joe Guest speaks to county commissioners Monday in support of Madison County Little League.

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

After several weeks of 

discussion and three pub-

lic hearings, county com-

missioners set their tax 

rates Aug. 26.

The group also official-

ly approved rates for the 

school board and industri-

al authority Monday. Each 

governing body will see an 

BOC sets 
tax rates

Marcus Jackson has been indicted 

on charges stemming from a Sept. 

13, 2018 wreck that took the life of 

83-year-old Robert Edward Couch 

on Hwy. 98 in Madison County.

Jackson was indicted by a Mad-

ison County Grand Jury for two 

counts of homicide by vehicle in the 

first degree, driving under the influ-

ence of drugs and reckless driving.

Jackson drove a Kenworth tractor 

trailer for JBS Carriers while al-

legedly under the influence of meth-

adone.

Couch was killed in a two-vehi-

cle wreck at 10:02 p.m., Sept. 13 

at the intersection of Hwy. 98 and 

Short Seagraves Road. Couch was 

traveling east on Hwy. 98 when a 

chicken truck with a load of birds 

driven by Jackson, 46 (at the time 

of the wreck), of Braselton, turned 

west onto Hwy. 98 and into the path 

of Couch’s 1989 Chevrolet Celebri-

ty, which struck the rear section of 

the trailer.

Couch was a retired truck driver 

and a veteran of the United States 

Army. He was survived by five 

children, 12 grandchildren and four 

great grandchildren. A native of 

Oglethorpe County, he was a son of 

the late Robert M. Couch and Mae 

Bell Alford Couch. He was preced-

ed in death by his wife, Christine 

Worley Couch; a son, Ricky Couch; 

a sister, Lila Gray and a brother, Al-

ford Couch.

Man faces 
charges for 

fatal 2018 wreck

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Those living around the 

Hwy. 72 Georgia Renew-

able Power (GRP) plant 

want to know how noisy 

the facility will be when 

it’s fully up and running. 

Meanwhile, county indus-

trial authority members 

want to know exactly how 

much water the plant will 

purchase from the county.

But such questions re-

main unanswered as the 

renewable power facility 

works to get mechanical 

issues ironed out.

IDA executive director 

Frank Ginn said Monday 

that the plant reached 51 

megawatts this past week. 

GRP is planning to run a 

58-megawatt plant. Ginn 

said he estimates that the 

facility will be operational 

within about a week. But 

GRP has received an ex-

tension until Oct. 1 from 

Georgia Power, which has 

a contract to purchase elec-

tricity from the Colbert 

plant.

The plant was slated to 

be fully operational by 

June 1, but those plans 

were pushed back to Au-

gust and now October.

Residents around the 

GRP facility have said the 

noise from the plant is in-

trusive, sounding like an 

airport and interrupting 

their lives. Ted Fowler, 

who lives with his wife six-

tenths of a mile from the 

plant, attended the Aug. 

26 BOC meeting and said 

the plant has had a negative 

impact on his family. The 

Fowlers describe shaking 

windows and noise drown-

ing out their TV.

Power plant still not fully functional; residents wait for answers

Georgia Renewable Power has constructed a plant 
on Hwy. 72 in Colbert.

By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

Only one city in Madison 

County will have a municipal 

election this year.

Comer has two challengers 

vying for the seat of longtime 

District 3 council member How-

ard Threlkeld. Laura Minish and 

Tommy R. Appling both quali-

fied to challenge Threlkeld, who 

is seeking re-election, on the 

Nov. 5 ballot.

Incumbent Mayor Jody Black-

mon and District 2 councilman 

Ron Farron were the lone qual-

ifiers for their respective seats 

and will remain in office for an-

other term.

In addition to the council seat, 

the city will also have a special 

election for Sunday alcohol 

sales on the ballot this fall.

The results from other cities 

are as follows:

DANIELSVILLE

Danielsville’s new mayor for 

the next four years will be Mi-

chael Wideman. Wideman was 

the lone qualifier to replace 

Mayor Todd Higdon, who chose 

not to seek re-election.

Newcomer Steve Russum 

qualified to fill the two years re-

maining on Wideman’s term.

Current council members Joe 

Federico and Libby Loftis were 

the lone qualifiers for their seats 

and will serve another four-year 

Only Comer set to hold municipal elections
Michael Wideman unopposed as Danielsvville mayor

Michael Wideman is run-
ning unopposed for Mayor of 
Danielsville. He will replace 
Todd Higdon and take office 
in January.

By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

Only about 15 parents, community members and 

students showed up for a meeting on vaping hosted 

by the school system and sheriff’s office Monday 

night.

Superintendent Michael Williams said he thinks 

the numbers may have been affected by the board 

of commission meeting that was held at the same 

time and said they will likely host another meeting 

at some point in the year.

Williams said that while vaping is not considered 

a big problem at the schools, it is a concern and 

school administrators want to make sure parents and 

students understand the risks involved with vaping.

“I think the biggest surprise to some is how easy 

they are to get and there are no regulations on va-

pes,” Williams said. “You can order them online and 

they come in various forms. There are some that 

resemble cereal or cereal boxes and obviously the 

target audience is kids. We just really want to urge 

parents to be proactive in this approach for the safety 

of our students. We also want to get the message out 

to students how harmful vaping can be.”

Tuesday, the CDC (Centers for Disease Control) 

in Atlanta reported the first known death tied to va-

Small turnout for meeting about vaping in school
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