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2019

December — Coronavirus discovered 

in Wuhan, China.

2020

January — First cases of COVID re-

ported in United States.

March 2 — First cases of COVID re-

ported in Georgia.

March 12-13 — Emergency leaders 

meet in Jackson County with health and 

public safety officials. Local supermarkets 

were flooded with shoppers stocking up on 

necessities, including a run on toilet paper.

March 25 — Local governments issue 

states of emergency, announce stay-at-

home orders and order the temporary clo-

sure of a number of businesses.

March 26 — Jackson County reports its 

first two cases of the virus.

April 1 — Governor Brian Kemp issues 

a statewide shelter-in-place order and or-

ders some businesses to close.

April 9 — Jackson County records its 

first death from the virus, a 53-year-old 

black female.

April — Most Easter church services 

are canceled.

April 30 — The statewide shelter-in-

place order expires for residents under 65 

and in good health. Gov. Kemp extends the 

shelter-in-place order for older adults and 

those who are medically fragile.

May 2 — Jackson confirmed virus cases 

top 100.

May 6 — Due to the virus, over 10,000 

people asked for an absentee ballot for the 

June elections.

May-June — Local high schools alter 

plans for graduations due to the virus.

July  — Deaths in Jackson County from 

the virus top 10. The county hits the peak 

of its first surge on July 30.

August — Most local schools reopen for 

in-person classes. Jefferson City Schools 

makes national news as one of the first sys-

tems in the nation to reopen.

September — After six months of the 

virus, deaths top 27 in the county. A sec-

ond local surge peaks Sept. 4.

October — Deaths top 40 with over 

2,300 cases reported since the pandemic 

began. A surge of cases begins Oct. 10, a 

surge that will last for weeks.

November — New virus cases surge all 

through November as the Thanksgiving 

holiday rolls around.

December — The surge continues, local 

Christmas parades are canceled.

• Jackson has the third worst Covid rate 

in the state.

• The FDA approved two vaccines for 

the virus.

2021

January — Some schools adopt a 

phased-in return to class following the hol-

idays as a major surge of the virus breaks 

all previous records. Jackson County hits 

a record of over 100 new cases per day on 

average on Jan. 11. Some 30 deaths are 

recorded in the county during January, the 

deadliest month so far.

• Some nursing homes and health care 

workers begin to receive the vaccine, but 

the vaccine remains in limited supply.

February — The state sets up a large 

vaccine site at the Jackson County Agri-

cultural Center. Still, the county lags oth-

er area counties in its rate of vaccinations. 

Vaccines are limited to those over age 65 

and a small number of others.

• County deaths top 100.

March — Vaccine eligibility expands 

across the state as supplies increase. School 

teachers begin receiving the vaccine, as do 

those over the age of 55 and younger adults 

with medical problems.

March 14 — New virus cases fall to 

their lowest rate since June.

JACKSON COUNTY 

AFTER 1 YEAR:

• 9,309 virus cases recorded through 

testing.

• 127 deaths with 11 others likely. The 

youngest to die was 20-years-old.

• 465 hospitalizations of county citi-

zens.

• On a per capita basis, Jackson ranks 

6th in the state for the number of cases 

reported after 12 months of the pan-

demic.

Virus timeline

Pandemic marks 1 year

Teachers across Jackson County received the Covid vaccine 

last week. Here, Commerce Middle School 5th grade teacher 

Patty Crumbley (L) receives her vaccine from Commerce phar-

macist Becca Brown (R).

TEACHERS GET VACCINE

Jackson County will get an estimated $14.1 million from 

the recently-passed federal Covid relief act.

Federal sources say that every county in the nation will 

receive direct funding, broken down into two payments, 

one this year and one in 2022.

The legislation, passed last week by Democrats and 

signed by President Joe Biden, allocated $65 billion to 

county and city governments.

All Republicans in Congress voted in opposition to the 

bill.

Exactly how Jackson County will use those funds re-

mains to be determined, said county officials.

“We’re waiting to get further information/instruction 

from U.S. Treasury through ACCG as to the allowable uses 

of the funds, restrictions, documentation required, timing, 

etc. before considering use of the funds,” said county man-

ager Kevin Poe.

According to the National Association of Counties, the 

funds can be used to respond to the pandemic or its nega-

tive economic impacts. Those could be assistance to house-

holds, small businesses, or to aid industries, such as hospi-

tality, tourism and travel.

The money can also be used to fund public services that 

have been hurt by the pandemic and to pay a premium pay 

to essential public workers.

The funds must be spent before the end of 2024, accord-

ing to NACo.

Jackson to get 
$14 million windfall

A little over 8,150 doses of the 

Covid vaccine have been given in 

Jackson County, but only 2,765 

people have had both doses.

The county continues to have a 

low rate compared to most other 

areas of the state on a per capita ba-

sis. But over the last week, the pace 

of vaccinations picked up, largely 

due to programs that administered 

the vaccine to local teachers.

As a third vaccine begins to 

make its way into the market, the 

rate of vaccinations is expected to 

pick up. That is also being affected 

by new state rules that went into ef-

fect this week that that allow those 

over age 55 to be vaccinated, along 

with younger people who have un-

derlying health problems.

Meanwhile, the rate of new cas-

es in Jackson County has dropped 

to its lowest level since June. Total 

confirmed deaths are at 127 with 

11 other suspected to be from the 

virus in the county.

8,150 vaccines given so far

The Jackson County Board of Commis-

sioners approved a move March 15 that could 

lead to a new green space park in West Jack-

son.

Following a closed meeting, the BOC au-

thorized county manager Kevin Poe to nego-

tiate for a piece of property for green space.

The county has long discussed the need to 

acquire more park and recreation property in 

the county to serve the growing population 

and to preserve some environmentally sensi-

tive areas.

In other West Jackson action on March 15, 

the board approved three large residential re-

zonings. Two of the projects are on Maddox 

Rd., Hoschton.

The first is for a master planned open space 

subdivision of 66 houses on 25 acres. JTG 

Holdings is developing that project .

The other Maddox Rd. project is for 175 

homes on 87 acres for a master planned 

development. Those homes will be in the 

County looking to add green space in West Jackson

Attorney Jack Wilson shows the 

Jackson County Board of Commis-

sioners plans for a townhouse com-

munity on Hwy. 124, Hoschton, near 

the Publix shopping center.

Pendergrass native Whisper Whitlock will be 

performing the National Anthem on March 20 at 

Atlanta Motor Speedway for the NASCAR Camp-

ing World Truck Series.

She will also perform on stage at the track.

Whisper has been playing music since she was 

13-years-old.

“I’ve had a lot of ups and downs in the music in-

dustry and had pretty much given up on it then by 

the grace of God Southern Sound Records heard 

one of my songs, “Breaking Hearts & Curfews” 

and I signed a contract with them,” she said.

After hearing a demo of her singing the anthem 

at another event, NASCAR contacted Whisper to 

sing at this weekend’s event.

Jackson County woman to 
perform at NASCAR event March 20

Whisper Whitlock

By Ben Munro 

ben@mainstreetnews.com

Georgia Department of 

Transportation officials advo-

cated for the implementation 

of an “R-cut” at a problem-

atic intersection along the 

Hwy. 129 bypass in Jeffer-

son during a virtual town hall 

meeting Monday (March 15), 

saying the measure is a low-

er-cost option that’s proven 

effective in reducing traffic 

accidents.

Kelvin Mullins and Ja-

son Dykes, both of the DOT, 

spoke to the public about the 

“R-cut” and addressed ques-

tions and concerns during the 

one-hour event coordinated 

by Jefferson mayor Jon How-

ell and city councilman Mark 

Mobley via Zoom.

The DOT has asked the city 

council to approve a resolu-

tion in support of the R-cut. 

The council will vote during 

its March 22 (6 p.m.) meeting 

on whether or not to approve 

that resolution.

Jefferson leadership, along 

with a number of citizens, 

have asked for a traffic light at 

the intersection of the bypass 

and Old Swimming Pool Rd. 

due to car stacking problems 

and safety concerns.

DOT officials tout R-cut 

as effect option for Old 

Swimming Pool Rd. problem

See BOC, page 2A

See R-cut, page 1A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Commerce’s Easter celebration 

will take a different route this year 

— literally — following action by 

the city council this week.

At its March 15 voting session, 

the Commerce City Council voted 

to approve a number of road clo-

sures for the annual Easter event, 

planned April 3 at 10:30 a.m.

In the past, children and parents 

lined up along Georgia Ave., then 

paraded through downtown on 

bikes, wagons and toy cars to the 

First Baptist Church of Commerce 

where an egg hunt was staged on 

the church lawn.

This year will be different due to 

the continued pandemic.

The town’s Easter parade will 

still be held, but with a different 

route. Parade participants will still 

meet on Georgia Ave. and travel 

through downtown, but will turn at 

the end of Spencer Park and circle 

back to Georgia Ave.

And instead of the usual egg 

hunt on the lawn of First Baptist 

Church, eggs will be disbursed 

along the parade route to children.

OTHER BUSINESS

Also at its meeting, the Com-

merce City Council:

•heard the State of the City ad-

dress from Mayor Clark Hill (full 

story in next week’s paper).

•approved the adoption of the 

city’s comprehensive plan update.

•tabled two variance requests 

for Ponder Development for 2280 

Remington Dr. and 2262 Reming-

ton Dr.

•denied a request for a variance 

at 2382 Homer Rd. for sidewalks 

in the Overlay District. Council 

members voiced concerns about 

Commerce Easter event 
to take different route

See Commerce, page 2A

Voters in Jackson County’s three school districts were 

wrapping-up an ESPLOST vote on Tuesday, March 16.

For full results, check our website at:

JacksonHeraldToday.com

ESPLOST vote ending March 16


