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Jackson County is consid-

ering ways to modernize its 

public safety communica-

tions system, but the price 

tag won’t be cheap.

A communications con-

sulting firm hired by the 

Jackson County Board of 

Commissioners that has 

studied the county’s emer-

gency radio needs estimates 

the cost of upgrading to 

a modern radio commu-

nications system will be 

between $13-$21 million, 

depending on the exact con-

figuration.

The county’s radio com-

munications network in-

cludes all public safety 

agencies and some other 

non-emergency agencies, 

such as public schools.

The consulting firm gave 

a brief presentation of its 

findings to the BOC at its 

Nov. 18 meeting. No action 

was taken by the board.

FINDINGS: The find-

ings outlined in a 120-page 

needs assessment report 

from TUSA Consulting Ser-

vices were largely critical of 

the county’s existing public 

safety communications sys-

tem.

“The DMR system used 

in Jackson County lacks 

many features that modern 

radio system have,” the re-

port said.

Among the specific prob-

lems found were:

• The county’s current 

system is reaching the end 

of its life cycle and will 

soon need to be replaced. 

The current system is also 

outdated compared to other 

systems now available.

• The current system has 

inadequate radio coverage 

in some areas of the coun-

ty, including some spots 

along I-85 and around the 

fast-growing Braselton 

area. That is especially true 

with the county’s portable 

radios, the report said.

• The current system is 

unable to easily talk with 

surrounding counties or 

state emergency agencies 

Jackson public safety communications lacking
Firm estimates 
the cost to 
upgrade  
will be $13 to 
$21 million

Part of Jackson County’s public safety communi-

cations network from a report done by TUSA Con-

sulting.

See Communications, page 2A

Jackson County was hon-

ored for the “deal of the 

year” in 2019 by the Geor-

gia Economic Developers 

Association at its annual 

awards luncheon recently.

The county was recog-

nized for the SK Battery 

America project, which was 

announced almost one year 

ago in November 2018.

Gretchen Corbin, presi-

dent and CEO of the Geor-

gia Lottery Corp., presented 

the award to John Scott, di-

rector of economic develop-

ment, Jackson County Area 

Chamber of Commerce, the 

county Industrial Develop-

ment Authority, project de-

velopers, and officials from 

county government, Com-

merce and SK Innovation.

SK Innovation announced 

it will spend $1.67 billion 

in capital investment and 

2,000 new jobs in the facil-

ity to produce lithium-ion 

batteries for hybrid electric 

vehicles.

It is the largest econom-

ic development project in 

Georgia since the Kia Mo-

tors plant was announced in 

Georgia 10 years ago.

The project was recog-

nized because of the size of 

the project, and because of 

the county’s response to SK 

Innovation’s consistent re-

quests in three months.

It is the thirteenth year 

that GEDA has recognized 

projects from the previous 

year GEDA recognizes re-

cipients in four categories 

– small, mid-size, large and 

regional.

‘Deal of the year’

Jackson County was recognized recently for the 

mid-size deal of the year in economic develop-

ment. Attending the award presentation were, from 

left, Gretchen Corbin, president of the Georgia 

Lottery Corp.; David Zellner, former community 

improvement director for Commerce; Johnny Eu-

banks, Commerce council member; Tom Crow, 

chair of the Jackson County Board of Commis-

sioners; Hyunwook Shin, SK Battery America; Kei-

da Ackerman, SK Innovation; Jim Shaw, president 

and CEO of the Jackson County Area Chamber 

of Commerce; James Wascher, Commerce city 

manager; John Scott, director of economic devel-

opment for the county; Steven Jahng, SK Battery 

America; Clark Hill, mayor of Commerce; Hae-

kwon Ryu, SK Battery America; Kevin Poe, coun-

ty manager; Bobby Redmon, Commerce council; 

Yoonie Kim, Georgia Department of Economic De-

velopment; Yunu Chang, SK Battery America; Pat 

Merritt, Georgia Economic Developer Association 

and Georgia EMC; Scott Martin, chair of the coun-

ty Industrial Development Authority; and Archie 

Chaney, Commerce council.

A runoff election for a Bra-
selton Town Council seat is 
coming up on Tuesday.

Incumbent Becky Richard-
son will face challenger Rich-
ard Mayberry in the Tuesday, 
Dec. 3, runoff election for the 
Braselton Town Council Dis-
trict 1 seat.

Voting will be open Dec. 3 

from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the 

Braselton Police and Mu-

nicipal Court Building, 5040 

Hwy. 53, Braselton. See re-
sults from the Dec. 3 election 
in next week’s paper and on-
line at BraseltonNewsTODAY.
com.

Richardson, Mayberry and 
challenger Joy Basham faced 
off in the Nov. 5 election. No 
candidate earned 50-percent of 
the vote, forcing a runoff be-
tween the top two vote-getters, 

Runoff is 

Tuesday

See Runoff, page 2A

Another large development may be coming to the Banks 

Crossing area.

A Development of Regional Impact form for a proposed 

mixed-use project of commercial, retail and multi-family 

homes on 100 acres has been filed with the Georgia De-

partment of Community Affairs.

The project, named as Commerce Point, would be in the 

City of Commerce inside Jackson County and is located 

off of Steven B. Tanger Blvd. directly behind the existing 

Tanger Outlet Mall.

The overall project is slated to be completed in 2025.

WA Engineering of Athens is working on the project.

Mixed use project in 
the works near Tanger

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

A new subdivision with 

around 200 lots could 

soon begin construction 

following the recom-

mendation of a technical 

change by the Jackson 

County Planning Com-

mission on Nov. 21.

The 103-acre site at 

541 P.J. Roberts Rd., Jef-

ferson, was rezoned in 

2007 for a 200-lot subdi-

vision, but the recession 

put those plans on hold. 

Now, developers are 

gearing up to restart the 

development and asked 

the county to waive a re-

quirement to add an addi-

tional 10 feet of right-of-

way on P.J. Roberts Rd. 

Developers said the extra 

width isn’t needed to up-

grade the road to county 

specifications.

The planning board 

agreed and voted to rec-

ommend approval to 

waive that condition. The 

Jackson County Board of 

Commissioners is slated 

to make the final decision 

at its meeting on Dec. 16.

Several area residents 

spoke against the proj-

ect, saying the additional 

traffic on P.J. Roberts Rd. 

at Old Pendergrass Rd. 

would create a “massive 

traffic jam.”

Planning board mem-

ber David Ayers, who 

was filling in as chairman 

at the meeting, told those 

in opposition several 

times that the project had 

already been approved in 

2007 and that the only is-

sue before the board was 

the question about re-

quiring additional right-

of-way.

That did not appear to 

satisfy several members 

of the audience who con-

tinued to complain about 

the overall project’s im-

pact in the area.

OTHER ACTIONS

In other action, the 

planning board approved:

• two map amendments 

for a 1.1 acre lot and a 1.5 

acre lot on Hwy. 330, Bo-

gart, changing the desig-

nations to residential.

• a rezoning and a spe-

cial use for 8.8 acres at 

100 Crooked Creek Rd., 

Athens, to allow for an 

200-lot subdivision 

could begin work 

on P.J. Roberts Rd.

County planning map showing the 100-acre 

site of a planned subdivision on P.J. Roberts 

Rd. Jefferson.

See Planners, page 2A

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

A move to rezone and is-

sue several variances for a 

major piece of commercial 

development property in 

Jefferson will be heard by 

the Jefferson-Talmo Plan-

ning Commission Dec. 2 

at 6 p.m.

Developer Capstone 

Property Group of Gaines-

ville and property owner 

Loggins Development 

Corp. of Jefferson are 

making the application to 

rezone around 20 acres 

at the intersection of Old 

Pendergrass Rd. and Hwy. 

129 (Jefferson Bypass) for 

commercial development. 

The property was previ-

ously a proposed site for 

Walmart, a project that 

drew a huge backlash from 

area residents concerned 

about traffic along Old 

Pendergrass Rd.

The area is across the 

bypass from the Kroger 

and Aldi commercial de-

velopments and sits astride 

a main road feeding traffic 

into Jefferson city schools.

The current propos-

al calls for rezoning two 

tracts totaling about 21 

acres on both sides of Old 

Pendergrass Rd. at the in-

tersection of the bypass 

(the north side being about 

18 acres and the south side 

2.8 acres.) The proposed 

uses are for retail and 

restaurant development, 

according to the rezoning 

application.

The rezoning is just 

part of a much larger area 

of undeveloped property 

around that intersection.

In addition to the rezon-

ing, Capstone and Loggins 

are also asking for seven 

variances for the property, 

which falls inside Jeffer-

son’s overlay district.

The variances requested 

are:

• for a right-in and right-

out driveway/road access 

on Hwy. 129 and the north 

side of Old Pendergrass 

Rd.

• to allow two lots front-

ing Hwy. 129 on the north 

corner of Old Pendergrass 

Rd. to not have other road 

frontage.

• to reduce the road buf-

fer along Hwy. 129 from 

50 ft. to 25 ft. for both 

tracts on the north and 

south side of Old Pender-

Rezoning slated Dec. 

2 on OPR/bypass site

See OPR, page 2A

One man was injured 

and another was killed in 

a shooting in Apple Valley 

Friday afternoon.

Jackson County Sheriff’s 

Office deputies were called 

for a double shooting Fri-

day, Nov. 22, around 2 p.m. 

at 4575 South Apple Valley 

Rd., Jefferson.

Two men — Joshua Alton 

Smith, 27, of Commerce, 

and Justin Taylor Lyle, 20, 

of Danielsville — were shot 

and taken to area hospitals. 

Smith died at the hospital as 

a result of his injuries, ac-

cording to the Georgia Bu-

reau of Investigation.

The suspect, Christopher 

Thomas, 32, Jefferson, was 

taken into custody without 

incident. An arrest warrant 

for murder was taken.

According to the GBI, the 

investigation is ongoing.

One killed, 

another  

injured in  

Friday shooting


