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It’s going to be an interesting election 

season this year.

Qualifying for the Nov. 2 election closed 

in most of the county’s municipalities last 

week. Contested races are set in several 

cities in Jackson County.

In Arcade, four people qualified for 

two at-large council seats, including in-

cumbents Debra Gammon and Ron Smith, 

along with challengers Leah Hollett and 

Steven Kirby Lavender. Arcade mayor 

Doug Haynie also qualified with no oppo-

sition.

All three of Braselton‘s races are con-

tested. In the mayoral race, Hardy John-

son, former councilman in District 4, will 

face Kurt Ward. Mayor Bill Orr is not 

seeking reelection. James Murphy and Jeff 

Gardner qualified for the Braselton Town 

Council District 4 seat. And District 2 in-

cumbent, Peggy Slappey, will face chal-

lenger Richard Harper.

In Commerce, Stacey Rucker, Eric 

Gatheright and Andre Rollins qualified for 

the Commerce City Council Ward 1 seat. 

Incumbent Archie Chaney is not seeking 

reelection. City Council Ward 2 incum-

bent, Darren Owensby, will face challeng-

er, Brad Coker. Incumbent Mayor Pro Tem 

Keith Burchett qualified for reelection 

with no opposition.

For the Commerce Board of Educa-

tion seats, incumbent Ward 1 represen-

tative Nathan Anderson qualified with no 

opposition. Cara Bray was the sole qualifi-

er for Ward 2 (incumbent Mary Pittman is 

not seeking reelection).

In Hoschton, Lauren O’Leary is chal-

lenging incumbent mayor Shannon 

Sell. Qualifying was also held for four 

Hoschton City Council seat (two existing 

seats and two new seats). Incumbent coun-

cil members Tracy Carswell and James 

Lawson both qualified, along with Fredria 

Carter-Sterling and Scott Mims.

In Jefferson, City Council District 2 in-

cumbent Malcolm Gramley will face chal-

lengers Dawn Maddox and Mike Martin. 

Unopposed incumbents in Jefferson were: 

Jon Howell, mayor; Mark Mobley, city 

council district 4; Ronnie Hopkins, school 

board chair; Lisa Richmond, school board 

district 4; and Brantley Porter, school 

board district 2.

Only incumbents qualified in Maysville, 

including council member Ward 1, Kath-

leen Bush, and council member Ward 3, 

Richard Parr.

In Nicholson, Thomas Gary, incumbent; 

Dusty Durst, incumbent; and Joshua Bur-

khalter qualified for two at-large council 

seats.

In Pendergrass, Nick Geiman and in-

cumbent Nathan Pruitt qualified for two 

at-large council seats. Pendergrass is also 

calling for a special election to fill two new 

council seats (Post 5 and 6). Qualifying for 

those two council seats runs through Aug. 

25 at noon.

Only incumbents qualified in Talmo, 

including mayor Jill Elliott and council 

members Jill Miller and Kirk Jackson.

Multiple races contested in Nov. 2 election

By Kyle Funderburk
kyle@mainstreetnews.com

Commerce honored two 

long time public servants at a 

recent city council meeting.

As of Monday, August 16, 

the former Boys and Girls 

Club park is now known 

as Chaney Park, named in 

honor of councilman Archie 

Chaney who has served on 

the city council since 1983; 

and his brother Sam Chaney, 

a longtime teacher and coach 

in the Commerce school sys-

tem.

Ten of A. Chaney’s 38 

years on the council were 

spent as Mayor Pro Tem. 

Prior to serving on the city 

council, he served on the 

Commerce Board of Educa-

tion from 1978 to 1983 and 

was board chairman in 1983. 

A. Chaney is not running for 

reelection this year.

A. Chaney is the coun-

cilman of ward 1 which in-

cludes the Boys and Girls 

Club, where he volunteered 

for many years. He was also 

a member of the Commerce 

housing authority.

“I can go on naming all 

of these things Archie has 

done,” said Commerce May-

or Clark Hill. “I think the 

summation of it all is that Ar-

chie Chaney has the heart of 

a public servant. He’s given 

his life to doing that. We cer-

tainly hope that as [Chaney] 

moves on to the next chapter 

in [his] life, that [he] contin-

ues to be volunteering and 

active.”

Fellow councilman John-

Commerce honors Chaney 

brothers with park renaming

Sam Chaney (left) and Archie Chaney (right) sit 

together as Commerce Mayor Clark Hill gives a 

speech about their years of service to the city of 

Commerce.

Photos by Kyle Funderburk

Archie Chaney, Vivian Chaney and Sam Chaney pose with their proclamations 

with members of the Commerce city council, Commerce Mayor Clark Hill and 

city manager James Wascher.

Jackson County is one of the fastest growing counties 

in North Georgia with a 25.5% population increase be-

tween 2010 and 2020.

Census data released recently showed that Jackson 

now has a population of 75,907 compared to 60,485 in 

2010.

Jackson was behind Forsyth County’s growth of 43%, 

the highest rate in the state.

The Jefferson microarea, which is Jackson County, 

was also in the top tier of growth areas, ranking in the top 

six nationwide to gain 15,000 people or more since 2010.

The census data also shows that Jackson’s Hispanic 

population is its largest minority group.

There were 6,712 Hispanics (8.8%) counted in 2020, 

5,232 blacks (6.9%) and 1,780 Asians (2.3%).

Jackson grows 

25.5% since 2010
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A man was arrested last week after firing shots toward 

Jackson County deputies.

The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office attempted to 

serve an arrest warrant on James Ryan Standridge on 

Waterworks Rd. on Aug. 19 around 6 p.m.

Deputies were inside a residence when Standridge 

started firing shots in the direction of the deputies from 

his bedroom, according to a JCSO news release. They 

were able to retreat with an elderly lady, removing her 

from the residence.

Deputies were able to keep verbal communication 

with Standridge and talked him into surrendering.

Waterworks Rd. at Cabin Creek Rd. were shut down 

for a short period of time.

Standridge, 40, was arrested and is currently in the 

Jackson County Jail and has been charged with six 

counts of aggravated assault on officers, two counts of 

aggravated assault-Family Violence Act, possession of 

a firearm by a convicted felon, possession of a firearm 

during the commission of a crime and possession of 

methamphetamine.

Man arrested 

after shooting 

toward deputies

JCSO
See Chaney, page 2A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Four more Jackson 

County residents have died 

from COVID-19.

The Georgia Depart-

ment of Public Health re-

ports 145 confirmed deaths 

in Jackson County as of 

Aug. 23, along with 13 

probable deaths since the 

start of the pandemic.

The county also reached 

a grim milestone this 

week, topping 10,000 con-

firmed cases. There have 

been 10,040 cases in Jack-

son County since the start 

of the pandemic. Jackson 

County is the 8th highest 

county in the state when 

looking at confirmed cases 

per 100,000 residents since 

the start of the pandemic.

The county has had 811 

new cases in the past two 

weeks, a rate far higher 

than the state average.

Meanwhile, the county 

continues to lag behind the 

state average in vaccina-

tion rates. Across the state, 

42% of residents are fully 

vaccinated, compared to 

36% in Jackson County.

HEALTHCARE 

GROUPS TEAM UP 

Representatives from six 

major healthcare groups 

held a joint press confer-

ence last week, pleading 

for people to get vaccinat-

ed against COVID-19.

Four more 

COVID 

deaths 

reported

See COVID, page 3A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Commerce planners gave 

their stamp of approval this 

week on a church’s plan to re-

vitalize a portion of a down-

town landmark.

The Commerce Planning 

and Zoning Board unani-

mously approved a condi-

tional use request from New 

Grace for the old Harmony 

Grove mill on the south side 

of town, located at 821 South 

Elm St. New Grace’s lead 

pastor Derek Anglin said the 

church plans to repurpose 

approximately 25,000 square 

feet of the facility with plans 

Planners give nod for church’s 

plan to repurpose part of mill

Commerce planners

See Planners, page 5A

Ken Harmon will serve 

as Commerce’s chief of po-

lice.

City manager James 

Wascher said in an email 

Aug. 20 that Harmon has 

been named the town’s 

new police chief. Harmon 

replaces Zach Ardis, who 

served as chief of police 

since 2016. Ardis took an-

other position in Longmont, 

Colo.

Harmon has worked with 

the Commerce Police De-

partment since 2002. He 

has 28 years of law enforce-

ment experience.

Harmon has served in 

many roles including uni-

form patrol, criminal inves-

tigations, task force officer 

for the DEA and as deputy 

chief with the Commerce 

PD.

“I am excited to serve the 

City of Commerce in this 

new role,” Harmon said. “I 

fell in love with this commu-

nity when I moved my fam-

ily here nearly twenty years 

ago. It has been a wonderful 

place to raise my children. 

I look forward to helping 

to protect the way of life 

that I came to love when I 

arrived here. As Commerce 

experiences growth in the 

Ken Harmon named 

Commerce police chief

See Harmon, page 5A

By Kyle Funderburk

The Jefferson City Coun-

cil heard complaints on 

Aug. 23 from several down-

town businesses about spe-

cial events that tie up park-

ing in the area.

City manager Priscil-

la Murphy had proposed 

putting a moratorium on 

special public facility use 

permits downtown, but in 

the end the council took no 

action.

Jefferson council hears debate over 

downtown events, parking issues

See Jefferson, page 5A


