
Merged with The Comer News and The Danielsville Monitor, 2006

MARCH 18, 2021

$1.00

Madison County Journal
Vol. 38  No. 7• Publication No. 1074-987• Danielsville, Madison County, Georgia 30633 • A Publication of MainStreet Newspapers Inc. • 16 Pages, 2 Section Plus Supplements

MadisonJournalTODAY.com

PUBLIC SERVICE

HOUSING

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Johnny Bridges and Marc Perry 

remember the shoestring budget 

operations of 50 years ago, when 

local firefighters often opened their 

own wallets to put gas in the fire 

trucks.

“Most fire departments of the 

county, all the members would 

build their own trucks and take 

an old gasoline tanker truck and 

convert that to a fire truck,” said 

Bridges, 66, who became a volun-

teer firefighter at 16 years old and 

has long served as the chief of the 

Comer Volunteer Fire Department. 

“That was the kind of stuff we did 

many years ago. I can remem-

ber going door-to-door and asking 

people to help us buy the first 

clothes we had to wear. Now we 

wear these fancy suits and we have 

$3,000 to $4,000 dollars in them. 

Back then, it was just a rubber 

raincoat and rubber boots and a 

hat, and that’s all you got.”

Perry, long-time chief of the 

Danielsville department, who has 

logged over half a century with the 

department, remembers the days 

before the town fire department 

when Doris Baker, who served 

as the town’s do-it-all citizen 

— police chief, water superinten-

dent, firefighter — would respond 

to fires, taking a 1962 fire truck to 

“squirt what water he had in the 

truck on it.”  

But water from one truck won’t 

put out a full-fledged fire. Without 

organized fire services, homeown-

ers are completely at the mercy of 

a brutal force of nature. And Perry 

remembers town residents decid-

ing to do something about that 

fact, forming a volunteer depart-

ment, gathering what they could to 

fight fire for town residents. This 

included the acquisition of an old 

gasoline tanker, a donated motor, 

an old pump and men of the town 

piecing it together.

“They put all that stuff together 

cause there just wasn’t any fund-

ing,” he said. 

These same efforts went on at all 

11 county departments — citizens 

stepping up to take care of their 

neighbors in an emergency. 

FROM THEN TO NOW

It continues to this day.

Flash forward 50 years and 

Madison County firefighting has 

evolved, with better equipment 

and training and increased support 

from local government. But one 

thing has stayed the same: battling 

a blaze is not a paying job in this 

rural county. When you call 911 to 

report a fire, the people coming to 

put it out are doing so on their own 

dime. That’s not the case in urban 

areas, where firefighters are paid to 

wait at a station for a fire call. But 

in Madison County, firefighters at 

the 11 departments have to put 

food on the table in a different way. 

They have jobs. They have families 

and other obligations. 

Perry said that middle-of-the-

night call can be hard, but he said 

it must be answered.

“There are times when you’d 

like to just roll over and say ‘I’m 

going to get the next one,’” he 

said. “That’s not the way it works. 

You’re it. You got to get up and get 

it. You got to have enough people 

available at any particular time to 

get what needs to happen to hap-

pen.”

Perry said he tells the 16 

Danielsville volunteers that they 

— not the equipment — are the fire 

department.

“It doesn’t matter about the 

trucks, the equipment or anything 

else,” he said. “The people are the 

fire department. The truck won’t 

do anything by itself. You have to 

have that commitment. There are 

times at 3 in the morning or right 

in the middle of something, you 

have to drop what you’re doing and 

go, because you are the fire depart-

ment. At that moment, you’re it. 

You’re what the people are depend-

ing on. So you got to be pretty 

Into the fire
Madison County 

volunteers answer 

the call at all hours

There are currently 172 volunteers in Madison County’s 11 fire departments, with 33 also serving 
in the county’s Rescue unit. If you are interested in becoming a local volunteer firefighter, email 
madisoncountyrescue.ga@gmail.com

Madison County volunteer firefighters are pictured during a 
training exercise.

See “Fire” on 2A
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Local housing market high 
on demand, short on supply

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Real estate: It’s a seller’s market right 

now. And Madison County homes are 

going for more than they ever have as 

the supply of houses on the market is 

dwarfed by the demand. 

Local real estate agents Kim Shupe 

and Charlie Upchurch gave a presenta-

tion to the county board of education last 

week on the local housing market. 

Upchurch told the school board that 

growth is coming. He said he moved 

from Athens to Oconee County in 1985 

and watched the area grow.

“That turned out to be a growth area,” 

he said. “I see it happening here. You 

can do it in a smart way. You don’t want 

to stifle it. You don’t want to stop it. But 

you do want to do it in a smart way. 

But it’s going to be hard. Schools are 

expensive to build. You got to have the 

commercial growth that’s got to help 

pay for all that. But I’m excited for y’all. 

Y’all have great opportunities here in 

the future.”

Shupe shared statistics from the Geor-

gia Multiple Listing Service (MLS) and 

spoke of current pricing in real estate in 

the county. In 2017, the average Mad-

ison County home sold for $168,000. 

That has gone up dramatically, with cur-

rent sales averaging around $245,000.

“In the last two months in our market, 

we had 39 new listings, the average list-

ing price was $281,851,” she said. “We 

sold 37 homes and the average price was 

$245,594. Currently we have 70 homes 

that are under contract. And the average 

sales price is $245,175.”

She noted that there is basically no 

low-cost housing available in the county 

now. The average Madison County home sold for $168,000 in 
2017. That has gone up dramatically, with current sales 
averaging around $245,000.
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Stimulus 
package to 
bring funds 

to local gov’ts
How the money will be 

spent remains to be seen, 

but an influx of cash is on 

the way for local govern-

ments through the recently 

passed coronavirus stimu-

lus package.

According to the Nation-

al Association of Coun-

ties (NACo), the Madison 

County government can 

anticipate $5,795,042 in 

stimulus funds from the 

$1.9 trillion American 

Rescue Plan.

The NACo analy-

sis states that the feder-

al funds can be used to 

respond directly to public 

health efforts and nega-

tive economic impacts 

related to the pandemic 

and help deliver premi-

um pay to essential public 

workers. Local govern-

ments are also allowed 

to make water, sewer and 

broadband infrastructure 

improvements.

Meanwhile, a break-

down from the Georgia 

Municipal Association 

shows the projected 

funds distributed to Mad-

ison County’s six towns 

through the stimulus pack-

age: Carlton, $81,917; 

Colbert, $188,409, Comer, 

$371,146; Danielsville, 

$187,148; Hull, $63,328; 

and Ila, $113,108.

However, cities with 

populations below the 

50,000 threshold will not 

be able to receive more 

than 75 percent of their 

annual general fund oper-

ating budget.

“No city with less than 

50,000 residents may 

spend an amount of direct 

federal aid greater than an 

amount that is equal to 75 

percent of their pre-pan-

demic budget, regardless 

of what the estimates indi-

cate,” the GMA stated in 

an overview of the plan. 

See “Stimulus” on 6A

See “Housing” on 6A


