
MAILING LABEL

 OCTOBER 3, 2019The

 Merged with The Comer News and The Danielsville Monitor, 2006 MadisonJournalTODAY.com
 $1.00

Vol. 36  No. 34• Publication No. 1074-987• Danielsville, Madison County, Georgia 30633 • A Publication of MainStreet Newspapers Inc. •20 Pages, 2 Section Plus Supplements

Madison County Journal

INSIDE:

Index:
News: 1-3A

Opinions: 4-5A

Crime: 6A

Socials: 7-9A

Schools: 12A

Churches: 5B

Obituaries: 10-11A

Sports: 1-4B

Classifieds: 6B
Legals: 7B

Contact:
Phone: 800-795-2581

Mail: P.O. Box 658,  

 Danielsville, Ga. 30633

Web: MadisonJournalTODAY.com

Man arrested 
for 2018 fatal 
wreck

— Page 6A

Red Raiders 
roll in day 
one of  region

— Page 1B

CRIME

ELECTIONS

PUBLIC SAFETY

An Athens man faces 

multiple charges after a do-

mestic incident in Hull Sept. 

24 in which he hit a young 

child in the lower back, then 

fled the scene and was ap-

prehended for driving under 

the influence.

Ricardo Espinoza Arel-

lano, 29, was charged with 

cruelty to children in the first 

degree, cruelty to children 

in the third degree, simply 

battery under the family vi-

olence act, DUI, open con-

tainer violation and driving 

while unlicensed.

According to a report 

from the Madison County 

Sheriff’s Office, Arrella-

no traveled to Tranquility 

Mobile Home Park and de-

manded that his ex-wife let 

him see his children. The 

Athens man 
faces child 
cruelty charges

RICARDO 

ESPINOZA 

ARELLANO

Fair fun!

Photos Wesleigh Sagon
Lauren, 9, Will, 10, and Addie Wilbanks, 6, are shown riding the carousel at the 71st 
annual Madison County Agricultural Fair.

Children played water gun games where they had to aim at a target that made a toy 
rise during a race to win the plush toy at the Comer fair. Here, Brian Chelchowski 
is shown helping his sons, Christian, 3, and Bennett, 6, to win a prize.

Javier, 10, and Mailyn Meza, 7, looked across the Comer fairgrounds as the Ferris 
wheel took them in circles.

By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

It was smoky, hot and pitch black, with 

screams piercing the air all around as deputies, 

accompanied by emergency medical service 

(EMS) professionals made their way into the 

building; deputies first, guns drawn, calling out 

their presence as they entered, stepping past a 

dead body before walking further into the dark-

ness. They brought out the walking wounded 

first, then returned with EMS personnel in tow, 

to triage the remainder of the wounded, bring-

ing them out on makeshift stretchers, carrying 

them on their backs, or in their arms; announc-

ing their presence as they came in and out.

Luckily, this time it was all part of a drill, a 

preparation for the unthinkable, but the possi-

ble.

“There have been 296 mass shootings in 

the United States, as of Sept. 1,” said Crystal 

Shelnutt, of Adaptive Training Consultants, a 

company that works with local EMS, firefight-

ers and law enforcement to train them in best 

practices in the event of a mass shooting (mass 

shootings are considered those with four or 

more victims) or another catastrophic event.

For safety’s sake

Photo by Cherri Wyatt
Bobby Smith gets some help carrying 
Coty Harris.

Emergency, law personnel practice for worst-case scenario

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

No disenfranchisement, no election-day 

drama, no attention from state or national 

media on Madison County politics. Coun-

ty leaders and citizens want next year’s 

elections to run 

smoothly.

However, offi-

cials aren’t in total 

agreement on how 

money should be 

used to make that 

happen.

Madison Coun-

ty leaders sparred 

Monday, Sept. 30, 

on budgeting for the 

2020 elections, with 

elections official 

Tracy Dean say-

ing more funds are 

needed in the bud-

get and county com-

mission chairman 

John Scarborough 

saying money can be allocated as needed 

if costs exceed the elections budget.

This marked the second elections budget 

discussion at the BOC table in September, 

though again, no votes were taken.

County commissioners heard Sept. 9 

from Dean, who serves as chairperson 

for the county elections and registration 

office. Several citizens also backed up 

Dean at that meeting in calling for a boost 

in election funding. Dean noted that new, 

state-mandated voting equipment, which 

provides a paper trail for voters, will take 

up much more space than the current vot-

ing machines. So, she asked the board to 

consider funding an expansion of the elec-

tions office to handle the need for more 

storage space. Dean said it’s important to 

keep the equipment at the elections office 

for security purposes and not move it off-

site. The elections official also asked the 

commissioners to consider an additional 

$30,000 for poll workers. She noted that 

next year’s elections will include more 

poll workers, more training and poten-

tially more elections. Thus, she said more 

funding is needed.

Scarborough was recovering from back 

surgery Sept. 9 and unable to attend the 

meeting that night. He said Monday that 

he watched the video of that meeting, 

and he addressed the elections issue in 

the “chairman’s notes” agenda item at 

the beginning of Monday’s meeting. He 

opened by emphasizing that all precincts 

will remain in place in 2020 and that the 

discussions of consolidation of precincts 

are done.

Scarborough said the elections budget is 

in line with the past two presidential-elec-

tion year budgets. And he said there were 

no cuts to the 2020 elections budget. 

Election 
costs:
Officials at odds on what 
to budget for 2020

See Elections, page 2A

By the 

numbers:
•2020 elections 

budget: $249,989
•2020 requested 

elections budget: 
$336,329

•2016 elections 
budget: $244,989

•$70,000 has been 
set aside in the county’s 
“capital outlay” 
expenses for new 
election equipment. This 
is not included in the 
elections departmental 
budget.

See Cruelty, page 2A

See Drill, page 2A


