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By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com 

Barrow County, the City of Auburn and 

the Town of Braselton have issued “stay-

at-home” orders for their residents, but the 

Winder City Council has opted not to do 

so but will instead keep in place emergen-

cy measures it enacted last week as local 

governments continue to grapple with the 

coronavirus pandemic.

As of press time, there were 19 confirmed 

coronavirus cases in Barrow County and 

two deaths from COVID-19, the disease the 

virus causes. The Georgia Department of 

Public Health listed those as a 66-year-old 

male and 91-year-old female, both with un-

derlying conditions. Statewide, there were 

4,117 confirmed cases and 125 deaths as of 

7 p.m. Tuesday, March 31. Another update 

was scheduled for noon Wednesday, April 

1.

On Monday, March 30, Barrow County 

announced a stay-at-home order, effective 

through April 13, strengthening a set of 

measures the board of commissioners had 

approved Friday, March 27.

Under the new order, residents in the un-

incorporated areas must stay home except 

when conducting activities that are “essen-

tial to their own health and safety and that 

of family/household members, partners, 

significant others and pets.” Those activi-

ties include obtaining food, medication and 

medical supplies household consumer sup-

plies and health care services, or caring for 

a family member or pet in another house-

hold. People may also engage in outdoor 

activity such as walking, hiking, running or 

biking as long as they comply with “social 

distancing” requirements of maintaining at 

least six feet of space. People who work to 

provide essential services or essential prod-

ucts may leave their places of residence to 

carry out those activities.

The order also prohibits all public and 

private gatherings outside of a living unit 

and ordered businesses not deemed “es-

sential” to close. The list of “essential 

businesses,” following U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security guidelines, is lengthy 

with nearly two dozen exemptions. Among 

those are health care businesses; grocery 

stores; farms; organizations that provide 

food, shelter and social services to those 

in need; news agencies; gas stations, auto 

supply and auto repair shops; shipping and 

receiving; banks; private education institu-

tions; plumbers, exterminators, electricians 

and similar businesses; laundry service pro-

viders; and restaurants that offer delivery, 

takeout or drive-thru service.

A complete list can be found on the coun-

ty’s website at barrowga.org.

County, Auburn, Braselton enact ‘stay-at-home’ 
orders, but Winder City Council holds off  for now
Statham, Bethlehem 

council votes held 

Wednesday

Gov. Brian Kemp’s office 

announced Tuesday, March 

31, a plan to significantly 

ramp up Georgia’s coro-

navirus testing capacity in 

partnership with the Uni-

versity System of Georgia, 

the Georgia Department of 

Public Health (DPH) and 

Emory University.

Upon implementation, 

labs will be able to process 

over 3,000 samples per day, 

according to a news release. 

Kemp’s office has expedit-

ed equipment purchases 

and was to begin ramping 

up as soon as Tuesday with 

more capacity expected in 

the next five to seven days, 

the release said.

Like the rest of the coun-

try, Georgia has been grap-

pling with a shortage of 

testing supplies and lab 

capacity, limiting its abil-

ity to fully gauge the im-

pact of the coronavirus and 

COVID-19 and how many 

actual cases there are. The 

state has also had to ration 

tests for people who are 

By James Hataway
University of Georgia

A team of researchers at the University of Georgia are developing and 

testing new vaccines and immunotherapies to combat the novel corona-

virus that has infected hundreds of thousands across the world.

The team is led by Ted M. Ross, Georgia Research Alliance Eminent 

Scholar and director of UGA’s Center for Vaccines and Immunology. 

He has partnered with other laboratories and biotechnology companies 

to create new vaccines that could one day provide protection against the 

virus that causes COVID-19.

Scientists in his lab have already begun analyzing the viral genome 

to find the right targets that will prompt the immune system to create 

protective antibodies, and they will examine how effective those targets 

are in small-scale lab tests soon.

Ross has spent most of his career studying viruses and developing 

new vaccines and treatments to combat them, but he is perhaps best 

known for his efforts to develop a universal influenza vaccine that could 

protect against all forms of the virus and eliminate the need for seasonal 

flu shots.

While the lessons learned from his work on influenza and other vi-

ruses will inform his work, the coronavirus presents a unique set of 

challenges.

“Most people already have some immunity to influenza, but nobody 

has immunity to this coronavirus, which is one reason it has spread so 

quickly,” Ross said. 

UGA researchers work on new coronavirus vaccine

Peter Frey

Environmental portrait of Georgia Research Alliance (GRA) emi-
nent scholar Ted Ross

Georgia Gov. Brian 

Kemp, on Thursday, March 

26, ordered all public el-

ementary and secondary 

schools in the state to re-

main closed through April 

24. 

Schools will be allowed 

to reopen April 27, though 

Kemp could elect to extend 

the mandated closure at a 

later date.

“I am deeply grateful to 

State School Superintendent 

Richard Woods, the Georgia 

Department of Education, 

superintendents, and parents 

for keeping us informed and 

helping us make the right 

decision for our students,” 

Kemp said in a news re-

lease. “Throughout this 

process, we will continue 

to seek the advice of public 

health officials, school lead-

ers, and families to ensure 

the health and safety of the 

educational community. We 

ask for continued patience 

and flexibility since circum-

stances may change, but we 

encourage families to stay 

strong and follow the guid-

ance of federal, state and 

local leaders in the weeks 

ahead.”

The University System of 

Georgia and Technical Col-

lege System of Georgia will 

remain closed for in-person 

instruction through the rest 
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Impact of  pandemic seen around town

Photos by Wesleigh Sagon

The City of Winder is encouraging its citizens to “stay home to save lives” during the coronavirus out-
break.

Ingles in Winder is just one of the 
many businesses that has temporari-
ly changed its store hours due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. The store is 
working to stay in stock as demand in-
creases within the community.

Angie and Bruce Hughes of Auburn ordered carry-out recent-
ly at Smokin’ Po-Boys BBQ in downtown Winder. The restau-
rant is only open for carry-out orders due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.
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