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Braselton News

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Braselton leaders recent-

ly gave the go-ahead for a 

large residential project near 

Chateau Elan.

The Braselton Town 

Council voted March 9 to 

approve annexation, re-

zoning and a master plan 

change for 141 acres off 

Duncan Creek Rd. (Only 

30.63 acres of that was an-

nexed.)

Meritage Homes of Geor-

gia plans to construct a large 

residential development on 

the property. Developers 

initially planned 321 de-

tached, single-family lots.

Meritage submitted a new 

site plan March 9, and the 

council’s vote was contin-

gent on the project “sub-

stantially conforming” with 

that new site plan. (The new 

site plan wasn’t received by 

press time so it’s not clear 

what changes were made.)

The request was approved 

in a split vote after a dis-

agreement among council 

members over the buffer 

size alongside the Legends 

at Chateau Elan.

Council member Jim Joe-

decke first made a motion to 

approve the request, propos-

ing a 150-foot setback/buf-

fer alongside the Legends 

property. But Peggy Slap-

pey recommended lowering 

that to 125-feet.

“This is at least five times 

the required buffer for any 

other residential communi-

ty,” she said.

Joedecke argued that giv-

en the density being pro-

posed, the 150-foot buffer 

was reasonable. He was the 

lone “nay” vote on the re-

vised motion.

The request was approved 

with several conditions, in-

cluding the construction of 

an 8-foot black vinyl-coat-

ed chain link fence to run a 
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Seth Marooney, 17, installed a little free library in the new Hoschton Depot City Park as part of his Eagle 
Scout project. Shown here are city officials, city staff, Boy Scouts of America leaders and NAR mem-

bers, who asked the prayer during the dedication to bless the little library. See more on page 2.

Seth Marooney, 17, recently installed a little free library 

in the new Hoschton Depot City Park as part of his Eagle 

Scout project. 

The library holds an estimate of 70 books for both chil-

dren and adults and features a glass door front and color-

ful flowers and books hand painted by Marooney’s friend, 

Morgan Estock. 

Marooney has been a member of Boy Scout Troop 231 

Grace Fellowship in Snellville for six years. His Scout 

master, Craig Knowlton, said “this project is a great way 

to benefit the community. 

Marooney has to show two things with his Eagle Scout 

project: leadership and project management. The next 

step to complete his project and earn Eagle Scout status is 

to do a write up and demonstrate the project.” 

Marooney has worked two weekends building the min-

iature library. Rick and Sharon Marooney, Seth’s parents, 

said they are very proud of him for completing this task. 

“He was very diligent with the project,” said Rick. “He 

is meticulous about the details.” 

Eagle Scout is the highest achievement or rank attain-

able in the Boy Scouts of America program. 

“It takes four percent of your life to make Eagle, but 

it is something you will use the rest of your life,” said 

Knowlton. 

The Jacob Braselton Chapter of the NSDAR hosted the 

event. Once the park is complete, the DAR Chapter plans 

on creating a butterfly garden in the area as well. 

Eagle Scout project gives 

back to community

A political forum for 

Hoschton council candi-

dates was cancelled last 

week. The Hoschton Wom-

en’s Civic Club forum was 

set for March 4.

The cancellation came 

after Hope Weeks, Jared 

Thompson and Raphael 

Mayberry declined to par-

ticipate.

Weeks is running for 

mayor against Shannon Sell 

in the March 24 election.

Thompson faces Tracy 

Carswell in a May 19 elec-

tion for the city council seat 

vacated by Weeks. (Weeks 

was forced to resign in order 

to run for mayor.)

And Mayberry could 

face James Lawson in the 

March 24 election for a city 

council seat. The Jackson 

County Board of Elections 

voted to disqualify Lawson 

from that race. But Lawson 

has appealed and Judge Joe 

Hoschton political 

forum cancelled after 

candidates decline 

participation

MAILING LABEL

See Hoschton, page 3A

A number of local, state and federal races are set after 

the close of qualifying last week.

Party primaries will be held May 19 and the General 

Election will be Nov. 3.

Local races include:

FEDERAL AND STATE OFFICES

U.S. Representatives District 9

Michael Boggus, Republican

Paul Broun, Republican

Andrew Clyde, Republican

Matt Gurtler, Republican

Maria Strickland, Republican

Kevin Tanner, Republican

Ethan Underwood, Republican

Kellie Weeks, Republican

John K. Wilkinson, Republican

Devin Pandy, Democrat

Siskin, Democrat

Dan Wilson, Democrat

U.S. Representatives District 10 

Jody Hice (I), Republican

Andrew Ferguson, Democrat

Tabitha Johnson-Green, Democrat

U.S. Representatives District 7

Lisa Noel Babbage, Republican

Mark Gonsalves, Republican

Lynne Homrich, Republican

Zachary H. Kennemore, Republican

Rich McCormick, Republican

Renee S. Unterman, Republican

Eugene Yu, Republican

Carolyn Bourdeaux, Democrat

Area races set after 

week of qualifying

See Qualifying, page 3A

Local residents will soon 

be getting information about 

participating in the 2020 

census.

Most residents will get a 

notice in the mail starting 

March 12. The response this 

year can be done online, by 

phone or by mail.

The county’s local census 

committee has been working 

for months to make citizens 

aware of the impending 

count. The group, which 

had booths at local football 

games and a float in local 

Christmas parades, will now 

focus on using social media 

to remind people to fill out 

the census form.

Local libraries are also as-

sisting in the census where 

additional information will 

be available.

April 1 will be the nation-

al Census Day. Data given 

should record where individ-

uals live as of that date.

Large group settings, such 

as college campuses, nurs-

ing homes, etc. will get on-

site visits by census workers 

during April. Those who 

don’t respond to the census 

questions by May should 

get a visit by a census 

worker to follow up in an 

effort to make sure every-

Census info coming

CENSUS ENVELOPE

See Census, page 3A

Although there are no 

known local cases of the 

Coronavirus CVOID-19, 

plans for dealing with a 

possible epidemic spread-

ing here are starting to take 

shape in the Braselton area.

An updated protocol has 

been established by the state 

for how local doctors are 

supposed to report suspect-

ed cases of the virus and lo-

cal emergency management 

officials have established 

guidelines for how to re-

spond to suspected cases.

Braselton area planning 

for Coronavirus

See Coronavirus, page 5A

A court hearing on a con-

troversial Hoschton election 

is coming up this week.

Judge Joe Booth, who is-

sued a stay in the election, 

will hold a hearing on the 

matter Wednesday, March 

11, at 2 p.m.

James Lawson, a can-

didate for Hoschton City 

Council, filed an appeal 

with the Superior Court of 

Jackson County, challeng-

ing the Jackson County 

Board of Elections’ decision 

to disqualify him from the 

March 24 race.

Judge Joe Booth signed 

an order Feb. 28 issuing a 

stay of the elections board’s 

decision.

Judge Booth’s decision 

Hearing coming 

up Wednesday in 

Hoschton race

See Hearing, page 5A

Braselton approves large housing project

See Braselton, page 5A


