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Early in-person voting for 

the Nov. 3 general election 

will take place in Barrow 

County Monday, Oct. 12, 

through Friday, Oct. 30, at 

the county elections office, 

233 East Broad St., Winder.

For the first two weeks, 

voting will be from 8 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. before expand-

ing by two hours (8 a.m. to 

7 p.m.) Oct. 26-30.

Barrow County is also of-

fering two Saturday voting 

sessions on Oct. 17 and Oct. 

24 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The deadline to register 

to vote in the election was 

Monday, Oct. 5.

Applications for absentee 

ballots are still being ac-

cepted, and ballots must be 

received by the elections of-

fice by 7 p.m. Nov. 3 when 

the polls close.

For election day polling 

locations, absentee ballot 

procedures and other in-

formation, you can go to 

barrowga.org/departments/

elections-registration-main.

aspx or mvp.sos.ga.gov.

Early in-
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By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

More than 150 Barrow County School 

System students were sent home from or 

kept out of school from Sept. 24-30 due to 

coronavirus concerns, and more than half 

of those were at Yargo Elementary School, 

according to the district’s latest weekly 

COVID-19 update released Thursday, Oct. 

1.

Of the 154 students impacted over that 

weeklong period, three had confirmed-pos-

itive tests, one was quarantined as a “proba-

ble” case of COVID-19, and the remaining 

150 were quarantined as a precaution due 

to direct contact with someone with a con-

firmed-positive or probable case.

It was not clear Thursday how many of 

those students had been able to return to 

their school. The district is not disclosing 

that information, as officials have noted the 

amount of time a student has to quarantine 

varies depending on whether they exhibit 

symptoms and other factors.

During the same weeklong period from 

Sept. 24-30, five staff members tested pos-

itive for COVID-19, six were quarantined 

due to a probable case, and 17 were out due 

to direct contact with someone with a posi-

tive or probable case.

The number of students out due to coro-

navirus-related concerns for the past report-

ing week (154) was more than double the 

number from the previous week of Sept. 

17-23 (69). The number of impacted staff-

ers dipped slightly from 31 to 28.

According to the latest data, Yargo Ele-

mentary had 81 students impacted over the 

past week, including 42 on Sept. 24, 21 on 

Tuesday, Sept. 29, and 17 on Wednesday, 

Sept. 30. Kennedy Elementary had 18 stu-

dents impacted on Sept. 30, Winder-Barrow 

High School had 16 students impacted Sept. 

28, and Barrow Arts and Sciences Academy 

had 13 students impacted Sept. 30.

Those tallies came after Bear Creek Mid-

dle School had 27 students impacted on 

Sept. 22. That school had two additional 

students impacted since then — one each 

on Sept. 24 and Sept. 25.

School district officials have declined to 

release further numbers about the student 

impacts at the schools, citing privacy con-

cerns and multiple factors associated with 

contact-tracing.

Officials with the Georgia Department 

of Public Health have said they won’t pub-

licly disclose details about any outbreaks 

at schools that are being investigated, but 

have requested that all public schools sub-

mit weekly reports. 

The discretion has been left up to individ-

ual school districts to share with their com-

munities the impact of COVID-19 on their 

facilities and, while the approach has varied 

widely across the state, Barrow County has 

gone further than a handful of surrounding 

150-plus students quarantined due to coronavirus concerns 
over past week; at least three test positive for COVID-19

By Scott Thompson 
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

A local developer’s plan 

to build 128 apartment units 

off West Candler Street 

across from Rose Hill Cem-

etery in Winder has been 

met with strong opposition 

from nearby residents — 

less than two years after the 

property was rezoned to al-

low for construction of a se-

nior housing development.

The Winder City Council 

voted Tuesday, Oct. 6, to 

table a request by LAB P.I. 

Group to amend the con-

ditioned rezoning of 14.79 

acres between Marion, 

James and Myrtle streets by 

relieving the applicants of 

a condition that the apart-

ments be age-restricted (55 

and older) and doubling the 

number of allowed units 

from 64 to 128, with all the 

units to be constructed south 

of the creek on the property.

The council originally 

approved the rezoning of 

the property to R-3 in May 

2018 at the request of Ros-

well-based Piedmont Hous-

ing Group, which sought to 

build a 64-unit senior hous-

ing complex. But the proj-

ect, which was to be backed 

with Georgia Department of 

Community Affairs housing 

tax credits, was later aban-

doned.

LAB P.I.’s request to dou-

ble the number of allowed 

units has been met with 

resistance from residents, 

and more than dozen have 

signed an online petition 

opposed to the high-density 

housing.

“We strongly oppose and 

believe the addition of a 

high-density apartments de-

velopment will add no value 

to our surrounding com-

munity,” resident Jonathan 

Tucker said. “We oppose 

high-density housing in our 

area and want to prevent the 

negative consequences (a 

development) like this will 

have: it will increase traffic, 

lower our property values 

by setting a precedent for 

high-density housing, in-

crease crime and subsidized 

housing and overpopulate 

our school cluster.”

The city’s planning staff 

also recommended against 

waiving the condition for 

the development to be 

age-restricted.

Under the city’s new 

comprehensive zoning ordi-

nance and the maximum-al-

lowed density, the develop-

ers would be allowed 118 

BASA ribbon-cutting held

Photos by Scott Thompson

Officials with the Barrow County School System held an official ribbon-cutting ceremony Tuesday, Oct. 
6, for the district’s third high school, Barrow Arts and Sciences Academy. The school began instruction 
at the start of the academic year in August, but a ribbon-cutting had been delayed due to coronavirus 
precautions. Construction of the $18.8 million, 114,000-square-foot facility off Austin Road in Winder next 
to Sims Academy was led by Charles Black Construction and took two years to complete. It includes a stu-
dent center, which houses the media center, cafeteria and learning spaces, and the academic building for 
classrooms and lab spaces. The high school, serving grades 8-10 this year, is a school of choice — meaning 
that students apply to attend and are admitted based on a lottery, with no pre-requisite requirements 
for attendance. The 20-minute ceremony Tuesday included remarks by superintendent Chris McMichael, 
principal Dale Simpson and Joe Perno, assistant superintendent for operations.

Superintendent Chris McMichael speaks during 
Tuesday’s program.

BASA principal Dale Simpson speaks during Tues-
day’s program.

Superintendent Chris McMichael cuts the ribbon at Barrow Arts and Sciences Academy (BASA) on Tues-
day with principal Dale Simpson pictured at right and board of education chair Lynn Stevens at left.

Winder 

council 

tables 

proposal for 

apartments 

See Schools, page 3A

See Winder, page 3A


