
$1.00 copy

The

Serving Braselton, Hoschton, Chateau Elan, Traditions, Reunion, Deaton Creek and West Jackson

 Wednesday, July 7, 2021
 Vol. 14 No. 30 A publication of MainStreet Newspapers, Inc. www.BraseltonNewsTODAY.com 12 pages

Braselton News

MAILING LABEL

By Morgan Ervin

Bradley Hill has been 

named Hoschton’s chief of 

police. The move will take 

effect Aug. 2 upon the offi-

cial reactivation of the city’s 

police department.

The Hoschton City Coun-

cil approved the move at a 

special called meeting June 

29.

During a separate spe-

cial called meeting July 1, 

the council approved the 

purchase of a silver 2021 

Dodge Durango for $34,779 

to serve as its first patrol 

vehicle and approved Hill’s 

annual salary at $75,000 as 

police chief.

Hill began his career in 

community service as a vol-

unteer at the West Jackson 

Fire Department (WJFD) 

shortly after graduating 

from Jackson County Com-

prehensive High School in 

2000. While volunteering at 

WJFD, he held the rank of 

rescue chief and lieutenant 

and was offered a job as a 

detention officer at the Jack-

son County Sheriff’s Office 

(JCSO).

In 2004, he was promot-

ed to deputy sheriff and was 

again promoted in 2008 to 

patrol corporal. In 2012, he 

was named patrol sergeant 

and later became patrol lieu-

tenant in 2015. He received 

his most recent promotion 

in 2017 as an investigator, 

which is his current position 

at JCSO.

“I took an interest in it at 

19 years old and here I am 

20 years later still working 

at the sheriff’s office. It’s 

a great place to work,” he 

said.

Throughout his tenure at 

JCSO, Hill has logged over 

1,900 training hours and has 

received specialized train-

ing in laser and radar oper-

ation. Hill is a certified law 

enforcement instructor and 

firearms instructor and has 

completed all three levels 

of supervision provided at 

the Georgia Public Safety 

Training Center.

Brad Hill named Hoschton police chief

BRAD HILL

Fourth of July  

fun in Braselton

Around town

Braselton plans its Down-

town Wine Walk on Thursday, 

Aug. 12, from 5-9 p.m.

Tickets are on sale beginning 

Tuesday, July 6.

Tickets are $50 per person 

and include souvenir wine 

glass, shopping bag and map 

of the sipping station locations.

“At each sipping station, 

businesses will welcome 

walkers with a different wine 

sample paired perfectly with 

a fabulous food bite – some 

provided by Braselton’s finest 

restaurants,” town leaders said. 

“Walkers completing the walk, 

will be entered into a gift certif-

icate drawing.”

Walkers must be 21 years old 

and will need to show identifi-

cation.

Check-in on the day of the 

event will be held from 4:45-

6 p.m.

The walk is approximately 

1.5 miles.

Buy your tickets at https://

visitbraseltoncom.ticketleap.

com/downtown-braselton-

wine-walk/

Downtown 

Wine Walk set 

Aug. 12, tickets 

on sale July 6

Braselton is seeking input on its 

first public art master plan.

A short survey can be found 

at https://www.surveymonkey.

com/r/5XWJKVT.

“After you take it, please share 

with your family and friends and 

neighbors,” town leaders said.

Braselton seeks input 

on art master plan

Hwy. 332 between Pendergrass and 

the Braselton area was slated to re-

open early this week.

The Georgia Department of Trans-

portation announced it had complet-

ed work on replacing two bridges on 

Hwy. 332, a situation that had the road 

closed for detours in recent months.

The corridor is a key link from the 

North Jackson Area to West Jackson, 

especially with the impending open-

ing of the new Jackson County High 

School located off of Hwy. 332 on 

Skelton Rd.

Hwy. 332 back open

Youngsters picked up candy that was tossed by parade participants during Bra-

selton’s Fourth of July celebration on Sunday. The town hosted its annual patriotic 

parade, concert and fireworks.

Braselton held its annual Fourth of July celebration on Sunday. The event featured 

a parade, concert and fireworks. See more photos from the celebration on page 3.

An archeological greenspace park, 

a new administrative building and 

buying the remainder of the Gordon 

Street Center were among the topics 

discussed during a day-long meeting 

of the Jackson County Board of Com-

missioners last week.

Although the board took no votes 

on any of the various subjects it dis-

cussed, there was a consensus for 

county manager Kevin Poe to pursue 

purchasing land for an archeological 

park that has rock mounds reportedly 

created by Native Americans. The 

county had previously discussed the 

proposed park and negotiated terms 

with landowners for the project.

The BOC also had a consensus for 

Poe to negotiate with the Jackson 

County Board of Education to pur-

chase the remainder of the Gordon 

Street Center for the purpose of ex-

panding the county elections offices. 

The county currently owns part of the 

facility and uses that for its recreation 

BOC discusses new park, admin building

See BOC, page 2A

See Hoschton, page 2A

The Georgia Court of Ap-

peals has upheld a key part of 

a lawsuit filed by a group of 

homeowners against WS CE 

Resort Owner, a part of Whee-

lock Street Capital which 

owns Chateau Elan.

The court upheld a lower 

court ruling that said home-

owners in the Manor Homes 

of Chateau Elan had an “im-

plied easement” to a neigh-

boring Par 3 golf course. The 

appeals court did, however, 

overturn the lower court on 

the awarding of attorney’s fees 

to the plaintiffs.

The issue began in 2019 

when the company went be-

fore the Braselton Town Coun-

cil to get a rezoning to convert 

its Par 3 golf course into resi-

dential townhomes, saying the 

golf course was losing money.

But several homeowners 

living in The Manor Homes 

of Chateau Elan opposed the 

move, saying they paid a pre-

mium price for their lots be-

Appeals court 

upholds easement 

issue in Chateau 

Elan dispute

See Court, page 2A

Ben Munro will be taking 

the helm as editor of The Bra-

selton News starting Aug. 1.

Munro has been the long-

time sports editor of The Jack-

son Herald where he has won 

numerous awards for his writ-

ing and photography. Both the 

Braselton News and The Jack-

son Herald are part of Main-

street Newspapers headquar-

tered in Jefferson.

Munro began working for 

Mainstreet Newspapers in 

his native Madison County in 

1998. After graduating from 

UGA with a degree in journal-

ism in 2001, Munro became 

sports editor of the Madi-

son County Journal and The 

Commerce News. He became 

sports editor of The Jackson 

Herald in 2010.

Munro is married to Dr. 

Jessica Griffin, who owns and 

operates Magnolia Veterinary 

Hospital in Hoschton. They 

live with their two children in 

Dacula.

Current Braselton News 

editor Alex Buffington will 

become Associate Editor for 

News of The Jackson Herald, 

Jefferson, and will also be at-

tending graduate school.

Munro to 

become 

editor of 

Braselton 

News


