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By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com

The Banks County Board 

of Commissioners heard 

from citizens for over two 

hours Tuesday night who 

are upset about the econom-

ic direction the county is 

going in and has concerns 

about the development au-

thority.

Kenneth Bennett even 

proposed that the BOC “do 

away with the development 

authority” or appoint anoth-

er board that will maintain 

the rural way of life in the 

county and give it equal 

weight as the development 

authority.

Bennett had several other 

suggestions for the BOC, 

including that the moratori-

um on multi-family dwell-

ings be extended for at least 

one more year; that there be 

a “thorough overhaul” of 

the economic plan to bring 

in more in line with the de-

sires of the county citizens; 

and that any board member 

of the development authori-

ty who has a financial gain 

from doing work for the 

county be removed from 

serving.

Bennett was also upset 

that a survey for a proposed 

county sewer line was done 

on this property. The com-

missioners said they had 

no knowledge that this was 

done.

Jody Parks also spoke and 

her concerns include land 

use in the county, the “lack 

of transparency” with coun-

ty business being conducted 

and a dirt track being oper-

ated near her property.

BOC chairman Charles 

Turk said the site she re-

ferred to is not zoned for 

a race track and is a repair 

shop.

“We don’t know unless 

someone tells us,” he said 

about it being operated as a 

dirt track.

She recommended that 

there be 5-acre require-

ments on large-tracts of land 

and 10-acre requirements 

on property with streams. 

She also recommended 10 

acres of greenspace being 

required for every 100 acres 

of development.

Barbara Lindorme spoke 

on her concerns about coun-

ty development. “You can 

have a county that is pristine 

and also prosperous,” she 

said. She also spoke on in-

formation not being provid-

ed to the community.

Commissioner Bo Gar-

rison pointed out that the 

BOC meetings are available 

live on social media.

Several people in the au-

dience, who did not iden-

tify themselves, spoke on 

their concerns about the 

new economic director and 

a planned meeting with rep-

resentatives from Canada, 

as well as his recent web 

radio interview. Turk agreed 

to set up a meeting with the 

economic director and these 

citizens to discuss their con-

cerns.

Banks citizens air 
concerns to BOC
Land use, development 

authority, among concerns

Martin Medina made friends with a goat at Farm Day at Banks County Primary 
School on Friday. 

Farm Day at BCPS
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Griffin Brothers was awarded the contract by the Banks 

County Board of Commissioners for the sewer project at 

the Martin Bridge Road intersection.

The BOC approved the $4.2 million contract when it met 

on Tuesday, April 27.

Public utilities director Horace Gee reported that the 

county received seven bids and Griffin Brothers was the 

low for the project, which will be completed in 240 days.

The project will be funded with a $1.5 million grant, 

with the remainder coming from a GEFA loan.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other business at the meeting, the BOC approved the 

following:

•software for an employee self-service program. Em-

ployees will be able to update their personal information.

•a time clock management system, at a cost of $16,972 

to install and $7,499 in yearly maintenance.

•the health insurance plan for the next year, which will 

be an average increase of $34 per employee.

•sending four nominees to the chief judge of the superior 

court for a seat on the county elections board. The names 

are: Ann Moon, Wanda Eubanks, Sharon Pruitt and Judy 

Harper. The judge will select two people from those nomi-

nated to serve on the elections board.

•accepting a $5,515 Fire/EMS Trauma Grant to be used 

to purchase equipment.

•spending $15,500 in additional funds to KCI Technolo-

gies for on-call engineering services for the Tanger culvert 

project. This is being funded with special purpose local op-

tion sales tax (SPLOST) revenue.

•spending $14,500 in additional funds to KCI Technolo-

gies for road and bridge projects in the county. This is also 

coming from SPLOST revenue.

The BOC also held a 15-minute closed session to dis-

cuss “personnel.” After the closed session was opened back 

up to the public, the BOC voted to lift the moratorium on 

hiring so that the public utilities director could hiring one 

additional employee to work on distribution.

Griffin Brothers gets 
contract for sewer project By SHARON HOGAN

sharon@mainstreetnews.com

The Gillsville City Coun-

cil is considering making 

some changes to the current 

zoning ordinances.

The council met for ap-

proximately two hours on 

Thursday, April 22, with 

city attorney David Syfan in 

attendance, to discuss some 

of the proposed changes 

and updates.

Two of the most notable 

changes are an increase in 

the minimum square foot-

age from 1,000 square feet 

of heated space for a sin-

gle-family residence to a 

minimum of 1,400 square 

feet of heated space and the 

other is to change from one 

unit per acre to one unit per 

two acres.

UPGRADES

Several upgrades to the 

current ordinances were 

also discussed, including 

the following:

•a text amendment 

change dealing with wells 

and septic systems. 

The city doesn’t have ju-

risdiction over wells and 

septic systems, that is all 

handled by the Department 

of Health.

•an amendment stating 

all structures constructed in 

the city shall as a minimum 

conform to the International 

Building Codes and/or oth-

er codes that apply to the 

type of structure being con-

structed.

•an amendment stating 

all manufactured or mobile 

homes shall comply with 

the housing codes of the 

City of Gillsville, including 

but not limited to the mini-

mum heated square footage 

for single family housing, 

the electrical code, the me-

chanical code, the plumbing 

code, the gas code, and the 

building code to the extent 

that said building code ap-

plies to manufactured or 

mobile homes.

•a change in the ordinance 

dealing with conditional 

uses to say the conditional 

use will be compatible with 

adjacent and nearby proper-

ties, land uses and property 

values.

•an amendment stating 

if established the Planning 

Commission shall operate 

independent of involvement 

by the City Council or any 

of its members.

AMENDMENTS

Syfan said some of the 

amendments discussed “le-

gally bother me.”

One amendment Syfan 

said he had issue with dealt 

with notification to adjacent 

property owners if a piece 

of property is being consid-

ered for a re-zoning.

Syfan said the statute 

does not require a mailed 

notification to adjacent 

property owners. 

The statute requires the 

city to run a legal notice in 

the legal organ 15 days be-

fore a public hearing is held 

on the re-zoning request.

Syfan also advised the 

council that written chang-

es in the text amendments 

requires that a public notice 

be run in the legal organ 

and a public hearing be held 

before the changes are ap-

proved.

Syfan also recommended 

that the council have pro-

visions in the ordinances 

on the number of people 

allowed in single-family 

homes. 

However, he did say that 

enforcement of this could 

be an issue.

“I recommend that you 

start a capital fund – maybe 

set aside $5,000 a year for 

a couple of years and hire 

a professional to re-write 

your ordinances,” Syfan 

said.

Gillsville looking at making changes to zoning
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Fourteen new cases of 

COVID-19 have been re-

ported in the past week, ac-

cording to the report from 

the Georgia Department of 

Public Health.

The total number of cas-

es of the virus reported in 

Banks County since March 

2020 is 1,629 — up from 

1,615 reported for the same 

period last week.

In Banks County, 33 peo-

ple (same as last week) have 

died from COVID-19 in the 

past year and 188 (up three 

from last week) have been 

hospitalized.

VACCINE UPDATE

The vaccines will con-

tinue to be given at Grove 

Level Church, 1702 Grove 

Level Road, Maysville. 

However, beginning May 

10, the clinic will only op-

erate on Mondays, Tuesdays 

and Thursdays. Walk-in will 

be accepted from 10 a.m. to 

2 p.m. 

The clinic will close from 

12:30 p.m. to 1 p.m. for 

lunch.

Eligible residents who 

want to make an appoint-

ment for the COVID-19 

vaccine can do so by calling 

1-888-426-5073 or register-

ing online at www.phdis-

trict2.org.

To register for an ap-

pointment at one of the four 

state-operated mass vacci-

nation sites, do so online 

at myvaccinegeorgia.com. 

One of the mass sites is lo-

cated in Habersham County.

The state has expanded 

the list of eligible people 

to those individuals who 

are age 16 and up. Pfizer 

is the only COVID vac-

cine approved for teens 16 

and 17 years old. Schedule 

an appointment at CVS or 

Walgreens or at one of the 

GEMA mass vaccination 

sites to ensure Pfizer vac-

cine is available.

For updates on 

COVID-19, follow @

GaDPH and @GovKemp on 

Twitter and @GaDPH and 

@GovKemp on Facebook.

14 new cases of  COVID-19 reported in Banks

Hours to change at Banks 

County vaccine site on May 10

A 50th anniversary cel-

ebration of Craven Pot-

tery Inc. will be held from 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Satur-

day, May 8, at 6640 Hwy. 

52, Gillsville. Featured ex-

hibitors will include Billy 

Joe Craven, Dot Burtchaell, 

Mike Craven, Roger Corn, 

Dwayne Crocker, Mary Fer-

guson, Stanley Ferguson, 

Wayne Hewell, Mike Per-

due, Jeff Standridge, Steve 

Turpin and Brian Wilson.

50th anniversary 

celebration of  
Craven Pottery 

Inc. coming up

The 45th annual Railroad 

Days will be held in Lula 

Friday, April 30, and Satur-

day, May 1.

On Friday night, a movie 

will be presented at the de-

pot. Festivities will get un-

derway at 5 p.m. with ven-

dors opening. 

The movie will be pre-

sented just after dark.

On Saturday, there will be 

a parade, festival and enter-

tainment. 

The parade will be at 

10 a.m. Festivities will be at 

the Train Depot Communi-

ty Center & Stage, which is 

located at 5911 Wall Street, 

Lula.

Lula Railroad Days planned April 30, May 1


