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Convicted Jackson Coun-

ty murderer Donnie Lance 

is scheduled to be executed 

next week.

The Georgia Depart-

ment of Corrections has 

set Wednesday, Jan. 29 at 

7 p.m. for the execution.

Lance will be executed by 

lethal injection at the Geor-

gia Diagnostic and Classifi-

cation Prison in Jackson.

In January 2019, the U.S. 

Supreme Court declined — 

in a 6-3 vote — to review 

Lance’s case. Lance was 

convicted and sentenced to 

death in Jackson County in 

1999 for the murder of his 

ex-wife and her boyfriend.

Lance has appealed his 

case over the last 21 years, 

claiming he was denied ad-

equate counsel when he was 

sentenced to death. Lance 

based his appeal around ev-

idence that his lawyer failed 

to tell the jury of his previ-

ous traumatic head injuries, 

including having been shot 

in the head, and his alcohol-

ism.

Lance was convicted 

of brutally murdering Joy 

Lance and Dwight “Butch” 

Wood on Nov. 9, 1997. 

After kicking in the door 

to Wood’s house, Don-

nie Lance shot Wood with 

a shotgun, then beat Joy 

Lance to death with the butt 

of the shotgun.

Lance appealed that con-

viction, claiming that his 

lawyer failed to present 

any mitigating evidence, 

including Lance’s mental 

condition, during the penal-

ty phase of the trial. But the 

Georgia Supreme Court af-

firmed Lance’s conviction.

In 2002, the U.S. Supreme 

Court denied his petition for 

a review.

In 2009, a judge in Butts 

County threw out Lance’s 

death sentence, saying that 

his lawyer hadn’t presented 

evidence of Lance’s mental 

impairments at trial. But the 

Georgia Supreme Court in 

2010 upheld the death pen-

alty sentence, saying that 

even if Lance’s mental ca-

pabilities had been outlined 

to the jury, it would not have 

changed the outcome of the 

sentencing.

Lance to be executed Jan. 29

DONNIE LANCE
See Lance, page 9A

Scott Martin will be the 

2020 chairman of the Jack-

son County Industrial Au-

thority. Clarence Bryant is 

the vice-chairman and David 

Lathem is the treasurer.

The officers were re-elect-

ed unanimously at the IDA 

meeting Jan. 17.

The Jackson County Area 

Chamber of Commerce, 

which meets before the IDA, 

heard that a new company 

is coming to the county as a 

supplier of the SK America 

Battery plant. (See separate 

story.)

Scott also said the chamber 

is working with three new 

projects and a potential ex-

pansion of a current industry.

Chamber president and 

CEO Jim Shaw said the 

board of directors will meet 

at Jackson EMC Feb. 4 for a 

long-range planning meeting. 

David Aaker will speak at 

the chamber breakfast Feb. 5 

and will facilitate the board’s 

planning meeting. He also 

will present a customer ser-

vice seminar after the break-

fast.

Shaw reported the cham-

ber will seek a company to 

re-work its website and that 

should be launched by June.

A county fair is being 

discussed by the chamber’s 

tourism committee. It would 

be held around the county’s 

agriculture facility being 

build adjacent to the coun-

ty’s fire training center. Any-

one interested in that should 

call Mark Valentine at Tanger 

Outlets.

Dylan Thomas said Jack-

son County’s Capitol Day 

trip to the state legislature 

would be held in February or 

March.

IDA officers remain same

By Kyle Funderburk
kyle@mainstreetnews.com

The Commerce City 

Council recently requested 

the planning commission 

to create a set of buffers 

between properties of dif-

ferent zonings.

The Commerce Planning 

Commission met Jan. 16 

and the city council could 

adopt the buffers at its Feb. 

17 meeting.

Currently, the only buf-

fers Commerce has in 

place are 20-foot buffers 

between industrial and res-

idential lands. Commercial 

lands and arterial roadways 

don’t have any buffers.

The planning commis-

sion decided on 50-foot 

buffers for industrial-side; 

50-foot buffers for residen-

tial-side; and five-to-10-

foot buffers along arterial 

roadways. No change is 

recommended for com-

mercial-side, industri-

al-to-industrial and resi-

dential-to-residential.

The composition of the 

buffers was part of a discus-

sion. Buffer composition 

typically includes fences, 

arbor and guardrails. For 

industrial-side and residen-

tial-side buffers, the plan-

ning commission decided 

to specify buffers as differ-

ent situations arise.

The proposed buffers 

are in line with other 

towns on Interstate 85, as 

well as some on Interstate 

75 which planner Jordan 

Shoemaker researched 

prior to the meeting. Shoe-

maker gathered data from 

Jackson County, Jefferson, 

Braselton, Buford, Su-

wanee, Duluth, Kennesaw 

and Cartersville.

Each of the towns had 

50-foot industrial buffers 

with the exception of Bra-

selton whose buffers are 

75-feet, and Buford spec-

ified a buffer must be be-

tween 50-to-100 feet. Jef-

ferson was the only town 

with a smaller minimum 

buffer requiring 40-to-75 

feet. Jackson County’s in-

dustrial side buffers are 

150-to-500 feet. Braselton, 

Buford, Suwanee, Ken-

nesaw and Cartersville had 

requirements on the com-

position of the buffers.

Commerce planners discuss 

buffers to recommend to council

See Commerce, page 9A

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

Pendergrass could soon have 

another large residential develop-

ment if plans pending before the 

city are approved.

Galilee Partners LLC is asking 

that 322 acres be annexed into the 

city and rezoned for a subdivision. 

The property is located on Old 

State Rd. near the spray fields for 

Wayne Poultry.

The Pendergrass City Council 

will hold its first public hearing 

on the proposal Jan. 28 at 9 a.m. 

The council is also slated to hold 

a hearing on Feb. 4 on the request.

Mayor Melvin “Monk” Tol-

bert will recuse himself from the 

discussion since he owns 210 

acres that would be sold to Gali-

lee Partners for the proposed de-

velopment. The other property is 

owned by James and Jane Wood 

of Dawsonville.

According to the application 

with the city filed by Galilee Part-

ners, one-fourth of the property is 

in a floodplain and would remain 

undeveloped. The project would 

begin with 100 homes and be built 

out over a five-year period, the ap-

plication said.

JEFFERSON  

TOWNHOUSES PROPOSED

In other upcoming development 

action, the Jefferson-Talmo Plan-

ning Commission will consider a 

rezoning and variance application 

for 29 acres on Danielsville St. for 

townhouses at its Feb. 3 meeting.

The application for the proper-

ty to be rezoned to multi-family 

(MFR) was filed by Cook Com-

munities. The property is current-

ly owned by Jacobs Family Enter-

prises, LLC.

The planning board will also 

consider an application from Frat-

er James LLC to allow a PCD 

Pendergrass 

looking at 

annexation for 

development

See Planning, page 9A

By Wesleigh Sagon
wesleigh@mainstreetnews.com

Jackson County is “On Fire for 

Freedom” in 2020 as the Board of 

Commissioners (BOC) announced 

earlier that all the county’s govern-

ment offices would be closed for 

Martin Luther King Day for the 

first time in the county’s history.

A celebration dinner was held 

Saturday, Jan. 18, at the Commerce 

Civic Center to recognize King’s 

legacy.

The program was dedicated to 

Lucille Hughey Cooper, a Jack-

son County native, born May 8, 

1937. Cooper was one of the first 

African American small business 

owners in Jefferson. She served 

as musician and choir director for 

various churches and associations 

in the area, had a radio show and 

organized a march on drugs in 

Commerce, all while fulfilling her 

pastoral wife roll. She is remem-

bered as a “community trailblazer” 

as she organized and coordinated 

the county’s original Martin Luther 

King Jr. Commemoration Celebra-

tion, from 1985 until her death in 

2017. Survived by her husband of 

55 years, the Rev. Roger E. Cooper, 

accepted a plaque on her behalf 

from the Jackson County Martin 

Luther King Day of Service Com-

mittee, remembering Mrs. Cooper 

for her 30 years of community ser-

vice.

‘On Fire for Freedom’
‘Celebrating the legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr.’

See MLK, page 9A

Photos by Wesleigh Sagon

Guests celebrated Martin Luther King Jr. on Saturday, Jan. 18, during Jackson County’s 
annual MLK celebration dinner at the Commerce Civic Center.

The Jackson County annual Martin Luther King Jr. cele-

bration dinner was held at the Commerce Civic Center on 
Saturday, Jan. 18. Here, community leaders sing “We Shall 
Overcome,” a gospel song that was used heavily during the 
Civil Rights protests. Their arms were linked to symbolize 
the protection of each other from police violence.

A paraprofessional and as-

sistant basketball coach at East 

Jackson Comprehensive High 

School has 

been arrest-

ed for hav-

ing sexual 

contact with 

a student.

Michael 

Stanley, 29, 

Royston, 

is charged 

with four 

counts of 

first degree improper sexual 

contact by a school employee.

The alleged incidents oc-

curred with a female EJCHS 

student at a Banks County lo-

cation, reportedly in the parking 

lot of a retail store according to 

one source.

Officials say the investigation 

is ongoing.

The Banks County Sheriff’s 

office filed warrants for Stan-

ley’s arrest on Jan. 15 and he 

turned himself in to the jail. 

He’s since been released on a 

$20,000 bond.

Stanley’s employment with 

the Jackson County School 

System was officially termi-

nated last week by the Jackson 

County Board of Education. 

He had been a special educa-

tion parapro and assistant boys 

basketball coach at the school. 

He was hired by the school in 

2017.

A native of Mobile, Ala., 

Stanley was a standout basket-

ball player in Alabama before 

playing college basketball at 

Emanuel College in Franklin 

County. He currently plays 

guard and is team captain for 

a semi-professional basketball 

team of the American Basket-

ball Association based out of 

Gwinnett County.

EJCHS coach 

charged for 

sexual contact 

with student

MICHAEL 

STANLEY


