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Refreshments were served at the Crawford W. Long Museum’s opening reception 

night for its new permanent wall exhibit “Journey Through Jefferson.” See more on 

page 10A.

RECEPTION NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM
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A Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 

deputy was taken to the hospital Sat-

urday, Jan. 25, after his patrol car was 

struck by a tractor-trailer on the inter-

state.

According to the Georgia State Pa-

trol, a tractor-trailer driven by Michael 

Anthony Morongell, of Hartsville, 

S.C., was traveling on I-85 near mile 

marker 134 and attempted to slow 

down for traffic. The vehicle jack-

knifed and struck a JCSO patrol vehi-

cle driven by deputy Christopher Mar-

tin Peters, of Jefferson.

Peters had been stopped on the road 

shoulder with the vehicle’s emergency 

equipment activated.

Peters was taken to Northeast Geor-

gia Medical Center Gainesville for a 

suspected minor or visible injury.

Jackson County Sheriff Janis Mang-

um said Peters was very sore from the 

accident and had a follow-up appoint-

ment with doctors on Monday, Jan. 27.

Morongell, who was not injured, 

was cited.

Deputy 

injured after 

struck by 

tractor-trailer
Enchem, a South Korean company, 

will build two plants in Jackson Coun-

ty, investing more than $60 million and 

creating more than 300 jobs.

The company is expected to buy the 

former SE Toyota Distributors plant that 

is just outside Commerce, John Scott, 

economic director for Jackson County, 

said.

Enchem is the first supplier for the 

SK Battery America plant to announce 

in Jackson County.

The company develops and manu-

factures electrolytes for rechargeable 

batteries and electrostatic double-layer 

capacitors.

Enchem has developed multiple new 

electrolytes and additives to improve 

and extend battery life.

The transition from small mobile 

technology rechargeable batteries to 

mid- and large-size hybrid and electric 

vehicle batteries and energy storage sys-

tem batteries has increased electrolyte 

consumption and customer requests, 

prompting the creation of two new 

plants, a press release from the state 

economic development office says.

The state and county have been work-

ing with Enchem for several months. 

The Jackson County IDA held a closed 

session in September to discuss the 

project and another one Jan. 17.

Scott said the county IDA likely will 

agree to a five-year tax abatement for 

the firm, move that will save Enchem 

about $375,000.

The abatement program could in-

clude a five-year tax abatement on real 

property and personal property and 

equipment; property taxes reduced by 

50 percent for the duration of the incen-

tive; real estate property taxes in year 1 

are taxed at 25 percent and increase to 

100 percent by the end of the incentive 

(a 15 percent annual increase); and fixed 

payments once the final capital invest-

ment estimates are received.

The tax abatement would not include 

school or fire taxes, or property already 

on tax books.

Yoonie Kim, Korean investment di-

rector for the Georgia Department of 

SK supplier 

coming to 

Commerce

See SK, page 2A

Requests for two varianc-

es on setbacks in Carrington 

Place, a 55+ community, 

were tabled Jan. 27 by the 

Commerce Planning Com-

mission. The questions were 

about what the rear setback 

of a lot in the development 

might be.

Nolan Craig, who said he 

is the general manager for 

Adams Homes, which was 

seeking the property vari-

ances in Carrington Place, 

said the company is trying 

to use the lots and to build 

a larger house. He said the 

company is trying to main-

tain the kinds of houses as 

the rest of the subdivision. 

But, he said, it could be 

that the company will build 

two-story homes, meeting 

the setback requirements 

and making the houses larg-

er.

Craig said the variances 

would allow the company 

to build a single-story house 

on the property. One vari-

ance would be for the rear 

setback. Shoemaker said 

that is 15 feet, as are side 

setbacks.

Leffew said the subdivi-

sion has had “a lot of run-

off issues” and one of the 

lots for which a variance is 

sought has a drainage ease-

ment across the back of the 

lot.

Craig and at least two res-

idents of Carrington Place 

said the plats they have seen 

show all lots with a 25-foot 

setback. Joe Leffew, the 

Variances tabled; buffer 

conditions go to council

See Commerce, page 2A

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

The creation of a com-

munications job for the 

City of Jefferson is on hold.

The Jefferson City 

Council voted 4-1 Jan. 27 

to postpone action on the 

part-time position until city 

attorney Ronnie Hopkins 

can review the issue.

Councilman Mark 

Mobley made a motion 

to approve a “liaison to 

the council” position at 

$10,000 a year, but Mal-

colm Gramley, who op-

posed adding this job, 

said that action isn’t legal. 

Gramley also voted against 

tabling the item.

“The council does not 

have the authority to re-

quire or set up a position,” 

Gramley contended. “The 

council can recommend 

that the city manager eval-

uate the need for a posi-

tion, but we do not have 

the authority to set up a 

position.”

Hopkins said he didn’t 

have the city’s charter with 

him to offer an immediate 

legal opinion, but he did 

provide some thoughts on 

general procedure.

“In the general sense, the 

city manager is the one that 

creates a position and can 

do it based on the recom-

mendation of the council 

or he or she can make the 

recommendation to the 

council,” he said.

Mayor Steve Quinn 

asked city manager Pris-

cilla Murphy if she would 

recommend the position, 

but Murphy said the work 

could be handled by exist-

ing employees, “if it’s just 

for city hall.”

Murphy, however, said 

the position could be cre-

ated through an ordinance 

change, according to the 

city’s charter.

Quinn originally pro-

posed the communica-

tions officer position to 

the council on Jan. 13, al-

though he suggested a sal-

ary of $20,000 instead of 

$10,000.

He said one of the ma-

jor duties of the position 

would be promoting city 

news through frequent 

updates of Jefferson’s 

Jefferson postpones decision 

on communication position

See Jefferson, page 2A

By Angela Gary
angela@mainstreetnews.com.

Maysville residents are 

ready for something to be 

done about dilapidated prop-

erty in the town.

More than 40 people crowd-

ed into the meeting room of 

the City of Maysville Monday 

night to give input on a pro-

posed nuisance and property 

maintenance ordinance, as 

well as a historic district over-

lay ordinance.

A public hearing was held 

by the Maysville Planning 

and Zoning Commission on 

the proposed ordinances. The 

board recommended approval 

of both.

The Maysville City Coun-

cil will hold a public hearing 

on the proposed ordinances at 

6:30 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 3, 

in the meeting room on Homer 

Street in downtown Homer. 

The ordinances would not be 

enacted unless approved by 

the city council. The planning 

commission only makes rec-

ommendations.

The planning commission 

developed the ordinances to 

address issues members be-

lieve were identified in the 

town’s comprehensive plan 

that was updated in October 

Maysville planners 

recommend nuisance rules

See Maysville, page 2A

By Kyle Funderburk
kyle@mainstreetnews.com

An application to annex and rezone 

a large tract for a residential devel-

opment in Pendergrass was recent-

ly pulled by developers. But a large 

group of people turned out at a Jan. 

28 Pendergrass City Council hearing 

to voice opposition to the proposed 

project.

Galilee Partners II, LLC, had ap-

plied for annexation and rezoning for 

322 acres on Old State Rd. A Feb. 4 

council meeting to discuss the project 

was canceled following the applica-

tion’s withdrawal.

Speaking on Jan. 28, Donald Roberts 

told the city council he didn’t think the 

project conformed to Jackson Coun-

ty’s Comprehensive Plan by allowing 

rural, agricultural property to become 

Pendergrass 

project pulled

See Pendergrass, page 2A

A request for clemency by 

convicted murderer Donnie 

Cleveland Lance has been 

denied.

The State Board of Pardons 

and Paroles denied clemency 

to Lance following a hearing 

Jan. 28. The five-member 

board reviewed Lance’s case 

file and heard testimony pri-

or to announcing its decision 

late Jan. 28.

“The parole board has the 

authority to grant clemen-

cy in a death penalty case, 

commuting or reducing the 

sentence to life with parole 

eligibility or to life without 

parole eligibility,” according 

to a news release. “The board 

may also issue a stay or deny 

clemency. In Georgia, the pa-

role board has the sole con-

stitutional authority to grant 

clemency in a death penalty 

case, according to a news re-

lease.”

Lance is slated to be exe-

cuted by lethal injection on 

January 29 at 7 p.m. for the 

1997 murders of his ex-wife 

Sabrina “Joy” Love Lance 

and her boyfriend Dwight 

“Butch” Wood Jr.

The execution will be held 

at the Georgia Diagnostic and 

Classification Prison in Jack-

son.

The Jackson Herald will 

have a witness present at the 

execution.

Lance has requested a last 

meal of two chili steak burg-

ers, French fries, onion rings, 

mustard, ketchup and a soda.

BACKGROUND  

AND APPEALS

Lance was convicted of 

brutally murdering Joy Lance 

and Butch Wood on Nov. 9, 

1997.

Wood had been shot with a 

shotgun, while J. Lance had 

been beaten to death with re-

peated blows to her face with 

the butt of a shotgun.

Lance was convicted in the 

Superior Court of Jackson 

County on two counts of mal-

ice murder, two counts of fel-

ony murder, burglary, posses-

sion of a firearm during the 

commission of a crime and 

two counts of possession of a 

firearm by a convicted felon. 

He was sentenced to death on 

June 23, 1999.

Lance has appealed his 

case over the last 21 years, 

claiming he was denied 

Clemency denied in Lance case

See Lance, page 2A


