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As of 2 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 8, the Georgia 

Bureau of Investigation had still not released 

the identity of a body found floating in a 

Winder pond on Oct. 2 as it awaited com-

plete results from its crime lab.

According to a statement issued Friday, 

Oct. 4, by GBI director Vic Reynolds, the 

body, a white male, was discovered in a pond 

near 2323 Booth Circle around 1:10 p.m. 

Oct. 2. The body appeared to have been in 

the water for several days, Reynolds said.

The body was sent to the GBI crime lab 

in Decatur, and identification and cause of 

death are pending until further testing is 

complete, Reynolds said. A GBI spokesper-

son said Oct. 8 the bureau was still awaiting 

completion of that testing.

Barrow County sheriff Jud Smith said 

Monday, Oct. 7, that while the GBI had not 

confirmed the identity, based on “identi-

fiers,” investigators believe it to the be the 

body of Andrew Nicholas House, 25, of 

Winder, who was reported missing Sept. 18 

by his father. House was last seen around 

1:15 p.m. Sept. 16 near the gas station at 

the intersection of highways 211 and 82, ac-

cording to a missing person bulletin posted 

to the sheriff’s office Facebook page.

Preliminary testing results indicate that 

foul play “does not appear to be involved,” 

in the death, Reynolds said.

The GBI, Barrow County Sheriff’s Office 

and Barrow County Coroner’s Office are 

continuing the investigation. Anyone with 

any information can contact the Athens GBI 

Office at 706-552-2309.

Go to barrowjournal.com for updates.

Investigation continues into body found in pond
GBI: No foul play 

suspected, according to 

preliminary testing

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.

com

The Barrow County 

Board of Commissioners, 

at its Tuesday, Oct. 8 meet-

ing, was supportive of a re-

quest to rezone property on 

Highway 211 just outside 

the Winder city limits to 

allow for the building of a 

residential subdivision with 

at least 220 homes. But the 

board opted to hold off on 

a vote for two weeks so the 

county can iron out a list of 

recommended conditions.

Commissioners held a 

public hearing Tuesday on 

a request by Lawrencev-

ille-based Corridor De-

velopment to rezone 86.8 

acres of a 96-acre tract at 

627 Hwy. 211 NW, Wind-

er, from Agricultural to R-3 

Residential and have a spe-

cial use for a master planned 

development. Corridor’s 

plans call for the building of 

247 single-family homes at 

2.9 units per acre, a scaled-

back version of its original 

vision of a development with 

182 single-family homes and 

128 single-family townho-

mes for the total number of 

310 units.

Shane Lanham, an attor-

ney representing Corridor, 

on Tuesday reiterated the 

BOC 

supports 

rezoning 

property, 

but holds 

off  on vote
By Scott Thompson

sthompson@barrownewsjournal.

com 

The Winder City Council, 

at its Tuesday, Oct. 8 meet-

ing, approved a nearly $2 

million agreement related 

to the city’s massive joint 

raw water reservoir project 

with the City of Auburn, 

which is scheduled to be 

constructed over the next 

few years.

The engineering design 

agreement, with Carter and 

Sloope Consulting Engi-

neers, not to exceed $1.99 

million, is for the project 

intake, pump stations and 

pipeline projects and covers 

design, permitting and bid-

ding assistance, construc-

tion contract administration 

and construction observa-

tion for two new raw water 

intake structures and asso-

ciated pump stations on the 

Mulberry and Little Mul-

berry rivers, plus the quarry 

reservoir pump station and 

raw water main from the 

quarry to Winder’s existing 

water treatment plant on 

Highway 53.

Construction on those el-

ements is expected to take 

18 months with an esti-

mated 12 months of design 

work prior to that, city utili-

ties director Roger Wilhelm 

said.

Future phases for Wind-

er’s portion of the reservoir 

project will include addi-

tional site work at the quar-

ry and then land acquisition 

for the pipeline. Wilhelm 

said the city has identified 

more than 100 parcels that 

would be impacted by that.

All of that work is ex-

pected to take at least three 

years, Wilhelm said.
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In other business Tues-

day, the council:

Winder 
council 
approves 
contract for 
reservoir
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Bethlehem Christian Academy seniors Haylee Mezzles and Eli Parker were 
crowned the school’s homecoming queen and king during the Knights’ game 
against Augusta Prep on Friday, Oct. 4.

BCA HOMECOMING QUEEN, KING CROWNED

Haylee Mezzles is crowned BCA’s 2019 homecoming 
queen by 2018 queen Laura Clifford.

McMichael talks ‘state of  education’

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

The biggest challenge for the 

Barrow County School System 

may be finding enough bus drivers, 

superintendent Chris McMichael 

said Oct. 1 during his “state of ed-

ucation” talk to the Barrow County 

Chamber of Commerce.

McMichael said the state pro-

vides $1.1 million for transporta-

tion and the county spends about 

$8 million on the service. He said 

the state funding for transportation 

has not increased since the 1980s.

He said Barrow County needs 13 

bus drivers as he was speaking.

At the same time, McMichael 

said the district’s “biggest chal-

lenge” is local funding. Barrow 

County has had the same millage 

rate, 18.5 mills, since 2006, but the 

amount of local property taxes has 

increased. The local property tax-

es for the fiscal year 2020 is about 

$37 million.

Despite the increases, McMi-

chael said the board of education is 

“running a large school system on 

a small school system budget.” The 

school district’s per pupil spending 

is 156th in the state, he said. It is 

below the state average, which is 

below the national average. The 

school system’s revenue ranks 

141st in the state, he said.

McMichael also said the coun-

ty will open its third high school 

in August 2020 and will “kind of 

shake up the way we’re doing ed-

ucation.”

The school, the Barrow Arts 

& Sciences Academy, will be a 

“choice” for students “with an eye 

and focus on whatever the child in 

interested in,” McMichael said.

The school will have four “acad-

emies,” visual arts, performing 

arts, life and health and STEM, 

he said. All will focus lessons on 

those areas, covering the academic 

core subjects. The school district 

will provide transportation for stu-

dents.

About 430 applications for the 

school have been received and the 

formal application period starts 

in mid-October. If a large number 

of applications were received, the 

school district would hold a lottery 

for spots.

The school is expected to open 

with about 600 students. 

McMichael said the state’s fo-

cus on standardized testing may 

change in a couple of years and 

continued his disdain for the Mile-

stones tests, which are given each 

April.

He said the district is using MAP 

testing, which is given three times 

per year and provides more im-

mediate results for teachers about 

each student.

McMichael said his goal is to 

replace the Milestones test with 

MAP. 

The earliest that could occur is 

probably the spring of 2022, he 

said.

The MAP testing provides a 

“prescription and diagnostic (eval-

uation),” he said while “Milestones 

gives us an autopsy report.”

The school district will start a 

program this month that teaches 

students to stand up to bullying. He 

said the program seeks to harness 

“the power of the bystander.” He 

said research shows that 90 percent 

of students do not like bullying, 

but only 20 percent intervene when 

they see it.

He said the program will teach 

students how to stop bullying.

Superintendent at luncheon: Barrow to 
open new high school, still seeks bus drivers
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Chris McMichael, superintendent of Barrow County schools, outlines the “state of education” for a 
chamber of commerce lunch Oct. 1.
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