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A massive 600-acre indus-

trial park with 10 planned 

warehouses and industrial 

buildings was announced 

Oct. 1 for Commerce.

Named Bana 85 Com-

merce Center, the project is 

being done by the Rooker 

development firm of Atlan-

ta. Rooker has had previous 

property in the Commerce 

area which has already been 

developed. One of those 

projects was the property 

where the massive SK Inno-

vation battery plant is being 

constructed.

The new project property 

fronts areas of I-85, Hwy. 98 

and Wheeler Cemetery Rd. 

near I-85 Exit 147 in Com-

merce. Plans for the proper-

ty call for 10 spec buildings, 

two of which are over 1.5 

million sq. ft. in size. Rook-

er said in a news release that 

up to 6 million sq. ft. could 

be built on the site. Utility 

construction and some grad-

ing is set to begin in 2020, 

the release said.

“We’ve been looking to 

re-invest in Jackson County 

and Commerce since sell-

ing Commerce 85 Business 

Park for the SK Innovation 

project in 2018, so we’re 

excited to be back in the 

community with a property 

that adds tremendous value 

to the already thriving area,” 

said John Rooker, CEO of 

Rooker. “Jackson Coun-

ty is experiencing strong 

project location growth and 

job growth. We expect that 

our investment in Bana 85 

Commerce Center will re-

sult in the creation of new 

jobs and an expanded tax 

base, which will benefit the 

local community. We also 

believe we have a unique of-

fering for tenants and users. 

Bana 85 Commerce Center 

is in the growing Northeast 

submarket of Atlanta, one of 

the largest submarkets with 

interstate access that is sec-

ond to none.”

Commerce to get massive industrial park development

Site plan for Rooker project in Commerce

A section of Interstate 85, from mile marker 131 to 133 north and south 

lanes, will be dedicated to Edward Monroe “Eddie Roe” Evans at 

10 a.m. Saturday at the Jackson County Sheriff’s Department. A mon-

ument to the former Jackson County deputy is on I-85 in the south 

lanes between the Jefferson and first Braselton exits, where Evans 
was killed in the line of duty Nov 4, 1994. Evans was a Jackson County 

deputy for years before his death.

MONUMENT ON I-85

Early and absentee-by-mail voting for the 

Nov. 5 election starts Monday, Oct. 14, at the 

Jackson County Elections and Registration 

Office in Jefferson for all cities across Jack-

son County.

During the final week of early voting, Oct. 

28-Nov. 1, Braselton voters can only cast 

their votes at the Braselton Police and Mu-

nicipal Court Building.

Meanwhile, voters in the other cities can 

cast their ballots at any of the early voting 

locations during the final week of early vot-

ing.

Those early voting locations are: Jackson 

County Elections and Registration Office, 

441 Gordon St., Jefferson; Commerce Parks 

and Rec, 204 Carson St., Commerce; and 

Braselton Police and Municipal Court build-

ing, 5040 Hwy. 53, Braselton.

Early voting hours are Mondays-Fridays 

from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

ELECTION DAY

Polls will be open on Election Day, Nov. 

5, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Polling locations in-

clude:

Arcade — Arcade City Hall, 3325 Athens 

Hwy., Jefferson.

Jefferson — Civic Center, 65 Kissam St., 

Jefferson.

Nicholson — Benton Facility, 5488 U.S. 

441, Nicholson

Commerce — Parks and Recreation, 204 

Carson St., Commerce.

Maysville — Methodist Church, 8482 

Maysville Rd., Maysville.

Braselton — Police and Municipal Court 

Building, 5040 Hwy. 53, Braselton.

Hoschton — Hoschton Depot – 4272 

Hwy. 53, Hoschton.

Early voting 

opens on 

Monday

Read about candidates 

for the Nov. 5 election on 

pages 10A-13A.  

More questionnaires 

will be published in next 
week’s paper.

Most high schools in 

Jackson County topped 

the state and national av-

erages on the SAT.

The Georgia Depart-

ment of Education re-

leased its 2019 SAT re-

sults last week.

Commerce High 

School was the only 

school in the county to 

fall below the state and 

national averages.

Jefferson High School 

had the highest average 

in the county. While East 

Jackson and Jackson 

County comprehensive 

high schools scored the 

same average.

Details include:

•Commerce High 

School — 1030 with 77 

test-takers

•Jefferson High 

School — 1110 with 173 

test-takers

•East Jackson Compre-

hensive High School — 

1058 with 106 test-takers

•Jackson County 

Comprehensive High 

School — 1058 with 165 

test-takers

•State — 1048

•National — 1039

All but Commerce top state on SAT

Jackson County officials are gearing up 

to promote the 2020 census.

The results of the census will have a big 

impact on the amount of state and feder-

al funds the county might qualify for and 

also how money is divided in the county 

between various public agencies.

The census data will also be used to 

determine reapportionment lines of local 

public officials and their districts.

As part of its efforts, Jackson County of-

ficials will be handing out buttons at local 

football games in the coming weeks and 

will attend upcoming festivals and parades 

and speak to civil clubs to promote people 

returning the census forms.

The 2020 census is slated to be mailed 

in March.

The national return rate for census pa-

perwork was 79.3 percent in 2010. Jack-

son County was slightly above that at 79.8 

percent in 2010.

County to promote 

2020 census

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

The Commerce City Council is expect-

ed to approve contracts for improvements 

at two youth centers at its Oct. 21 meeting.

The council heard Oct. 7 about a bid 

from West Georgia Lighting to install LED 

lighting and poles around Ridling field for 

youth sports. The bid is $217,492 and the 

work is expected to take about two weeks.

The second contract will be for the for-

mer Boys and Girls club field at Ridgeway 

and Mercury streets.

City manager James Wascher said the 

city first asked for bids and did not get any. 

A second round of bidding produced three 

bids, but all were between $250,000 and 

$350,0000, over the budgeted amount.

Wascher said the low bid probably 

can be reduced to about $200,000 by 

Youth sports 

improvements 

planned

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Judge David Sweat ruled 

Oct. 2 that the recall efforts 

against Hoschton Mayor 

Theresa Kenerly and mayor 

pro tem Jim Cleveland can 

move forward.

Judge Sweat found that 

there are sufficient grounds 

against Kenerly and Cleve-

land to allow the recall to 

move to the next phase. The 

two had challenged the re-

call effort in court, which 

led to the Oct. 2 hearing.

Kenerly came under 

fire in May after anoth-

er Hoschton City Coun-

cil member disclosed that 

Kenerly had told her she’d 

pulled an application for 

a city administrator job 

candidate because he was 

a black man and the town 

“wasn’t ready for that.”

Cleveland responded 

by defending Kenerly and 

voicing his personal views 

against interracial relation-

ships.

When all that became 

public, the backlash in the 

small West Jackson town 

was fierce with numerous 

people filing ethics com-

plaints and packing city hall 

calling on the two to resign. 

When that didn’t happen, 

a group organized a recall 

push to have Kenerly and 

Cleveland removed from 

office.

In ruling that sufficient 

grounds exist for the re-

call, the judge opened the 

way for recall organizers 

to gather the signatures of 

30-percent of voters, which 

would in turn force a recall 

election in the town.

The three areas the judge 

found sufficient against 

Kenerly were: Regarding 

her pulling the job applica-

tion; failure to oversee that a 

city ethics commission was 

established; and violating 

rules by not bidding out a 

project over $5,000.

One sufficient count was 

upheld against Cleveland, 

that he failed to establish 

a city ethics commission, 

which is the responsibility 

of the mayor pro tem. The 

complaint about Cleve-

land’s interracial comments 

was pulled by the recall 

organizers at the hearing 

and wasn’t part of the fi-

nal decision. Judge Sweat 

also found that there were 

See Commerce, page 2A

Judge allows recall to move forward

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Recall efforts will move 

forward against Hoschton 

mayor pro tem Jim Cleve-

land after a court ruling 

last week.

Judge David Sweat 

ruled Oct. 2 that there are 

sufficient grounds against 

Cleveland to allow the re-

call to move forward (see 

related story for more de-

tails).

Cleveland came un-

der fire after defending 

Hoschton mayor Theresa 

Kenerly (who is accused 

of removing a job candi-

date for city administrator 

because of his race) in a 

news article and added 

his beliefs against inter-

racial relationships. That 

raised strong backlash 

among area residents who 

denounced Cleveland’s 

comments and called for 

his resignation.

But Cleveland’s re-

call petition isn’t moving 

forward because of his 

comments on race. Recall 

organizers removed that 

count from the petition at 

the beginning of the court 

hearing.

Judge Sweat also 

found there were insuffi-

cient grounds on a claim 

that Cleveland violated 

city rules by not seeking 

Is claim against Cleveland accurate?

See Recall, page 2A

See Cleveland, page 2A


