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Correction: 
A photo on the front page of 

last week’s Journal incorrect-

ly identified members of the 

the Madison County Color 

Guard. The caption should 

have identified Faith Gearing, 

Toni Wheat and Breniyah 

Calloway. We apologize for 

the error.

Fair Play!

Six-year-old Teller Cabe of Franklin County shows off his goat at the Madison Coun-
ty Agricultural Fair last week. See more photos on Page 3A and online at Madison-
JournalTODAY.com. Photos by Zach Mitcham/staff

Madison County fair-goers fly high last week in Comer. 

Danielsville Elementary School first grader Katie Christian enjoys a snow cone at 
the Madison County Fair.

Micah Smith, 5, of Oglethorpe County enjoys a ride at the fair.

Early voting 
starts Oct. 12

Snapshots from the Madison County Agricultural Fair

Red Raiders hit homestretch 
of regular season, Page 1B

BOC picks 
9 roads for 
resurfacing

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Nine county roads will likely be resurfaced in 

coming months with a combination of state and 

local funds totaling roughly $1.4 million. 

Madison County commissioners reviewed poten-

tial road projects to be included in 2021 Georgia 

Department of Transportation’s Local Mainen-

tance and Improvement Grant (LMIG) program, 

which includes 70-percent funding from the DOT 

and a 30-percent match from the county govern-

ment. The county allotment from the state for 2021 

is $927,562.  

The county public work works supervisor and 

road department director proposed a priority list 

for the commissioners’ consideration, and board 

members approved the list Monday, agreeing that 

the officials examine the roads regularly and know 

the most-pressing local road needs. 

County commissioners will now seek bids on 

resurfacing projects, which total roughly 12.5 

Early voting for the Nov. 3 

general elections begins Oct. 

12 and will be held week-

days from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

at the county elections office 

at 94 Spring Lake Drive in 

Danielsville through Oct. 30.

There will also be voting 

on Saturday, Oct. 24 from 9 

a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Those wishing to submit 

a request for a mail-in or 

absentee ballot should do so 

by contacting the local elec-

tions office in Danielsville. 

Absentee/mail-in ballots 

are being sent out, Tracy 

Dean, Chairperson of the 

Madison County Board of 

Elections and Registration, 

said the state began mailing 

those ballots on Friday, Sept. 

18. However, it is not too late 

to request a ballot by mail. 

“Those requests that we 

receive today and moving 

forward will be mailed from 

our office,” Dean said.

The deadline for returning 

the ballot is Election Day, 

Tuesday, Nov. 3, at 7 p.m. in 

the Danielsville office.

Those wishing to drop off 

a ballot instead of placing it 

in the mail may do so at the 

Elections Office at 94 Spring 

Lake Drive in Danielsville. 

To be sure your ballot is 

received and counted, you 

can go to My Voter Page, 

www.mvp.sos.ga.gov or 

contact the Danielsville 

office at 706-795-6335. 

If you requested an absen-

tee ballot for the primary, 

you will need to request a 

second ballot for the general 

election unless you indicated 

State school head takes 
pressure off high-stakes 
testing 2020-2021

Georgia School Superintendent Robert Woods 

took action last week to remove pressure from 

student testing in the state this school year due 

to the ongoing pandemic. 

The U.S. Department of Education announced 

Sept. 3 that it would not consider testing waiv-

ers for the 2020-21 school year. Woods respond-

ed that Georgia would follow federal law, but 

that he would take action to remove the high-

stakes pressure of the test.

Last week, Woods announced a list of imme-

diate actions and recommendations to reduce 

the pressure of testing in Georgia classrooms for 

the 2020-21 school year, including addressing 

the requirement that Georgia Milestones End of 

Course (EOC) scores constitute 20 percent of a 

student’s grade in an EOC course.

“I remain disappointed and disheartened by 

the federal directive to administer high-stakes 

tests in a pandemic,” Superintendent Woods 

said. “Georgia will abide by federal law, but 

we are not going to layer additional stress and 

burden onto our students and teachers during 

this time. In this environment, these tests are not 

valid or reliable measures of academic progress 

or achievement, and we are taking all possible 

steps at the state level to reduce their high-

stakes impact.”

Madison County School Superintendent 

Michael Williams said he agreed with Woods’ 

actions.

“I appreciate Superintendent Woods’ stance on 

this matter,” said Williams. “He is definite-

ly putting kids first not testing!”

A Georgia Department of Education press 

release listed the following actions taken to 


