
$1.00 copy

The

Serving Braselton, Hoschton, Chateau Elan, Traditions, Reunion, Deaton Creek and West Jackson

 Wednesday, September 1, 2021
 Vol. 14 No. 38 A publication of MainStreet Newspapers, Inc. www.BraseltonNewsTODAY.com 12 pages

Braselton News

MAILING LABEL

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Denise Shields has been a 

nurse for 21 years, and she 

calls the fourth wave of the 

COVID-19 pandemic “prob-

ably the worst thing I’ve ever 

seen.”

“There are some days that 

I go home and think that I 

don’t want to come back and 

do it again,” said Shields, an 

emergency department nurse 

at Northeast Georgia Medical 

Center’s Braselton campus, 

“but I get up and I come back 

because I love what I do.”

While Shields is resilient, 

she’s exhausted. So are her fel-

low NGMC nurses and health-

care workers.

The Northeast Georgia 

Health System has reached 

another critical point of the 

pandemic. As of Monday 

afternoon, NGHS reported 

287 COVID-positive patients 

throughout its facilities, the 

most since January.

Seventy-four of those pa-

tients were being treated at the 

Braselton campus.

“So, in essence, our hospi-

tals are full — they’re essen-

tially full at this point,” said 

Carol Burrell, CEO of North-

east Georgia Health System, 

during a Monday media tour 

to highlight the issues hospi-

tals are facing.

Emergency rooms and ur-

gent care centers within NGHS 

are seeing higher volumes than 

ever before in the pandemic, 

East Jackson Comprehen-

sive and Jackson County 

high schools transitioned 

to virtual learning this 

week due to the impact of 

COVID. The two county 

high schools will have vir-

tual learning for two weeks 

(virtual learning began 

Monday, Aug. 30).

Additionally, students at 

several schools in the coun-

ty are now required to wear 

face coverings due to the 

rapid spread of COVID-19 

in recent weeks. Students 

at Maysville Elementary, 

North Jackson Elementa-

ry, East Jackson Middle 

and West Jackson Middle 

schools have been required 

to wear face coverings since 

Monday, Aug. 23.

“These schools were 

identified as higher risk 

because of the number of 

positive cases, clusters and 

spread rate. The face cov-

ering requirement is for 

one month and we will con-

tinue to monitor all of our 

schools’ data,” said Jackson 

County School System pub-

lic relations officer, Andrea 

Briscoe.

Across the Jackson Coun-

ty School System, there 

were 234 new cases report-

ed last week among students 

and staff.

Since the beginning of the 

school year, the district has 

had 628 cases.

COVID SPREAD 

CONTINUES ACROSS 

COUNTY

According to the De-

partment of Public Health, 

there have been 1,040 new 

COVID-19 cases reported 

in Jackson County over the 

past two weeks.

The 7-day moving aver-

age in the county is 82 cases 

per day.

There was a spike on Aug. 

28, with 124 new cases re-

ported in the county on that 

day, the highest daily total 

since January. The highest 

peak was on Jan. 5 with 140 

new cases reported on that 

day.

Since the start of the pan-

demic, the county has had 

10,620 COVID cases, the 

7th highest county in the 

state per capita following 

Chattahoochee, Stewart, 

Whitfield, Miller, Toombs 

and Bacon counties. Jack-

son County was previously 

ranked 8th in the state, but 

surpassed Hall County this 

week.

Two more deaths were 

reported in the county this 

week, bringing the total to 

147 since the start of the 

pandemic. There have also 

been 13 probable COVID 

deaths.

Schools 

Honoring troops after attacks

Hospitals 

Community spotlight: Terry Esco

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Terry Esco figures half of 

Braselton has his cell phone 

number by now.

The 62-year-old has spent 

the past three decades as 

the town’s police chief, pre-

siding over a department 

that served a population of 

about 300 when he arrived 

in 1990 to a sprawling town 

that’s swelled to an estimated 

13,000 residents.

Though the town has 

changed, his personalized 

approach hasn’t.

“Somebody wants to talk 

to me, I’ll call them back 

and talk to them,” Esco said. 

“And you have to do that. 

You have to be very involved 

as far as talking with people 

and helping people.”

Braselton town manager 

Jennifer Scott has witnessed 

that hands-on approach 

as long as anyone, having 

worked along side of Esco 

for over two decades.

“He’s a police chief who’s 

available to the community,” 

Scott said. “Most people have 

his cell phone (number). He 

doesn’t sit in an office. He’s 

actually out riding neighbor-

hoods and meeting people … 

So, he’s a very approachable 

chief, and I think that’s some-

thing that our community 

appreciates. It makes it feel 

more like a small town when 

you know the police chief.”

Police work had long in-

terested Esco while growing 

up in Hoschton. There, he 

often went on ride-alongs 

with then-police chief Slim 

Robertson.

Esco began his law-en-

forcement career as a dep-

uty for the Jackson County 

Sheriff’s Office before taking 

over a bare-ones operation 

in Braselton in February of 

1990. The department op-

erated out of a double-wide 

trailer that sat next to where 

Cotton Calf Kitchen is locat-

ed now. At the time, the town 

had just one full-time officer, 

two police vehicles and no 

cell phones, of course.

“You used to have to find 

a payphone to call into the 

sheriff’s department when 

you needed something,” he 

said.

Back then, Braselton po-

lice answered 20-25 calls 

per month — many of which 

were simply assists to the 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Of-

fice. 911 service did not exist 

in town.

The town also had no 

subdivisions, had just one 

convenience store and — in 

what’s often a hallmark of 

small-town America — had 

just one traffic light.

NGHS staff stretched thin as hospitals reach capacity
Hospitals ‘essentially 

full’ during fourth-wave 

surge of pandemic
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Northeast Georgia Health System staff work Monday (Aug. 31) in a busy 

COVID-19 unit at NGHS’s Gainesville hospital location.

‘The town has been great to me’ 
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Braselton police chief Terry Esco has served the town since 1990, when it 

only had a population of about 300 residents.

Braselton police chief 

reflects on 30-plus 

years on the job

Photo by Ben Munro 

The City of Hoschton is honoring U.S. military service members and their families with a display 

downtown following last week’s attacks in Afghanistan that killed 13 troops. Each of the 13 stars 

represents the 13 lives lost.

•Age: 62

•Position: Esco has served 

as Braselton Police chief 

since 1990, making him the 

longest-tenured employee in 

the town. 

•Personal: Esco, who grew 

up in Hoschton, is married with 

two grown children. He also 

has two grandchildren. 

TERRY ESCO 

See Esco, page 6A

See Hospitals, page 6A

Jackson Co. high 

schools transition 

to virtual learning

for two weeks


