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The tax rate for the county government is 

going down slightly following action by the 

Jackson County Board of Commissioners 

on Sept. 25.

The board rolled the unincorporated rate 

back by .25 mills and the incorporated rate 

was rolled back by .1 mills.

The unincorporated rate will be 9.166 

mills and the incorporated rate 10.813 

mills.

Despite the millage rate cut, the county 

expects to receive more in property tax rev-

enues than last year due to growth in the 

county’s tax digest.

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

Highlights of the county’s FY2020 bud-

get, which the BOC also approved on Sept. 

25, are:

• The county’s general fund budget will 

be $51.4 million and its overall budget of 

all funds will top $73.3 million.

• The largest single source of income for 

the county is property taxes, which are ex-

pected to be a little over $29 million. Sales 

taxes are expected to bring in around $8 

million and services charges around $11.3 

million.

• The largest area of expense for the 

county is in public safety, which tops $25 

million. Within that, the Jackson County 

Sheriff’s Office makes up $7.5 million, the 

largest single department in the county, fol-

lowed by the jail at $6.6 million, and EMS 

at $5.2 million.

• Other major areas of county spending 

are: Courts at $4.5 million; roads at $3.6 

million; correctional institute at $2.9 mil-

lion; transfer station (waste disposal) at 

$2.7 million; E911 at $1.8 million; infor-

mation technology (IT) at $1.5 million; 

facilities maintenance at $1 million; and 

property appraisals at $1 million.

• Debt service payments are also a large 

part of the county’s budget at $9.99 million 

for FY2020. Some of those payments are 

funded by SPLOST dollars while general 

fund revenues fund the remainder.

• The county expects to net over $700,000 

in FY2020, funds that would be added to 

the county’s reserves. The county projects 

having over $10 million in unassigned re-

serves at the end of 2020.

MAJOR ADDITIONS

New in the FY2020 budget are:

• A three percent pay hike for all county 

employees costing $590,000.

• New voting equipment costing around 

$50,000.

• IT system upgrades costing around 

$400,000.

Jackson BOC lowers tax rates
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Gene Richard (Dickey) Hoard presented the play “The Man who Killed Charlie Drake” at the Jackson 
County Historic Courthouse Heritage Celebration at the Historic Braselton Gym. Shown from (right to 
left) are Garry Glenn portrayed Horace Wood, Josh Darnell portrayed Floyd Hoard and Dickey Hoard 
portrayed George Westmoreland. See more photos on page 1C.

PLAY HELD AT HERITAGE CELEBRATION

Hearings on recall ef-

forts against two elected 

officials in Hoschton are 

being held this week.

Senior Judge David R. 

Sweat will hear challenges 

by Hoschton mayor The-

resa Kenerly and mayor 

pro-tem Jim Cleveland on 

Wednesday, Oct. 2, at 9:30 

and 11 a.m., respectively. 

Sweat will decide on the 

“sufficiency” of recall peti-

tions against the two elect-

ed officials.

Those hearings are being 

held after press time for 

this week’s paper. News 

from the hearings will be 

shared on BraseltonNew-

sTODAY.com and in the 

Oct. 9 issue of this news-

paper.

BACKGROUND

Kenerly and Cleveland 

came under fire after Ken-

erly was accused of pulling 

an application of a candi-

date for city administrator 

because he is black. In a 

news article, Cleveland de-

fended Kenerly and voiced 

his opposition to interra-

cial relationships.

Citizens have since 

packed the Hoschton City 

Council meetings, call-

ing for their resignations. 

Multiple ethics complaints 

have been filed and a recall 

effort was started earlier 

this year.

Organizers gathered over 

100 signatures against both 

Kenerly and Cleveland and 

turned in a recall petition 

application in early Sep-

tember. The Jackson Coun-

ty Board of Elections veri-

fied those signatures a few 

days later, opening the next 

round of signature gather-

ing. But that next step was 

quickly put on hold when 

Kenerly and Cleveland 

filed their challenges in the 

Superior Court of Jackson 

County.

Recall challenge 

hearings are 

Wednesday
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mike@mainstreetnews.com

A proposal to build some 

storage buildings in South 

Jackson got shot down by 

the Jackson County Plan-

ning Commission Sept. 

26, but the board approved 

a number of other routine 

rezonings and several text 

amendments to the coun-

ty’s development code.

All the board’s recom-

mendations will go to the 

Jackson County Board of 

Commissioners for final 

action.

A proposal to rezone 

eight acres at 2567 Brock 

Rd. (at the corner of Hwy. 

129 across from Southside 

Church) from A-2 to CRC 

and for a special use per-

mit for storage buildings 

was recommended for de-

nial by the planning board. 

Upset by the reluctance of 

the county to rezone the 

property, owner Tommy 

Boyd said he would build 

a “hog parlor” on the prop-

erty since it was zoned ag-

ricultural.

TEXT AMENDMENTS

Planners approve 

rezonings, text amendments

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

The Country Seat Restaurant, a lunch 

buffet and, perhaps, breakfast, has opened 

in the former Parham’s Restaurant at the in-

tersection of North Elm St. and Maysville 

Hwy.

Christina and William Humphries are op-

erating the restaurant.

The buffet is open from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Monday through Friday and 11 a.m. to 

3 p.m. Sunday. Breakfast hours, if a local 

manager is found, will be from 6 to 10 a.m.

Christina said the couple has about 10 

years’ experience together in restaurants. 

They have operated the businesses near 

Dalton, and in Sonoraville and Calhoun.

They have the Pigskins Barbecue in Dan-

ielsville now, she said. It is a take-out op-

tion only.

Christina said she has worked in restau-

rants “all my life.”

Restaurant opens in former 

Parham’s in Commerce

William and Christina Humphries are 
operating the Country Seat Restau-
rant in Commerce as a lunch buffet 
operation.

The jockeying for 

someone to replace retir-

ing Sen. Johnny Isakson 

has begun as potential 

candidates make their ap-

plication for appointment 

to Gov. Brian Kemp.

That list of applications 

includes at least one Jack-

son County man. Adam 

Fouche of Commerce is 

among those who have 

tendered their application 

to replace Sen. Isakson 

with the governor’s of-

fice.

Fouche is a graduate of 

Commerce High School 

and the University of 

Georgia. He is currently a 

captain and bureau com-

mander with the UGA 

Police Department.

Prior to entering law 

enforcement in 2004, 

Fouche was a reporter 

and photographer for 

Mainstreet Newspapers 

for several years.

Among the reported 

front-runners to replace 

Isakson is Rep. Doug 

Collins whose Congres-

sional district covers 

Fouche among 

those applying to 

replace Isakson

Jackson County ranked 

third in the state with the 

most incoming investments, 

according to the website 

SmartAdvisor.

Jackson County ranked 

third behind Forsyth Coun-

ty and Bryan County in 

the analysis. The data gave 

Jackson an investment in-

dex of 75.09.

The report calculates the 

amount of business growth, 

GDP, building permits and 

federal funding in a county 

then assigns a number based 

on those rankings.

The report said Jack-

son County had a business 

growth rate of 8.1 percent 

and a GDP of $258 million. 

New building permits were 

37.3 per 1,000 homes and 

federal funding was said to 

be $7 per capita.

Other nearby counties 

in the top 10 were Barrow, 

Oconee and Greene.

Jackson ranked in top 3 of investments

Suzanne Owens has offi-

cially withdrawn her candi-

dacy for the Hoschton City 

Council race.

Owens withdrew her can-

didacy last week.

That leaves three contes-

tants to vie for two Hoschton 

City Council seats on the 

Nov. 5 ballot: incumbent 

Mindi Kiewert, Shantwon 

Astin and Adam Ledbetter.

Owens officially withdraws candidacy

Heritage Celebration
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