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The giving spirit
Madison County commu-

nity members are once again 

showing a giving spirit as 

Thanksgiving and Christmas 

approach.

Here are some upcoming 

goodwill programs in the 

community:

MADISON CO. 

TOY RIDE SET 

FOR NOV. 14

The 17th annual Madison 

County Toy Ride will be 

held at Nov. 14, beginning 

at Madison County Memo-

rial Park beside the Madison 

County Government Com-

plex.

The cost is $20 per bike. 

Registration begins at 11:30 

a.m. with kickstands up at 

1 p.m.

“Riding in memory of 

Captain Stan Elrod,” orga-

nizers said.

There will be a 50/50 

drawing, door prizes, music, 

food and a great ride, orga-

nizers said.

For more information, call 

David at 706-296-4598. All 

donations can be made pay-

able to Madison County Toy 

Ride.

ANGEL PROJECT 

AIMS TO BRIGHTEN 

CHRISTMAS

FOR KIDS

A new Madison Coun-

ty project aims to provide 

needy kids in the county 

with a Merry Christmas.

The Madison County 

Angel Project, sponsored by 

Minding You and Twisted K 

Livestock, will accept appli-

cations from residents in 

need for Christmas toys for 

their children. Those seeking 

assistance can visit Minding 

You at 122 General Dan-

iels Avenue from 10 a.m. to 

noon, Nov. 14 to fill out an 

application.

Applicants need to bring 

proof of county residency 

and documentation of their 

employment/unemployment 

status. If a family is receiving 

help from another charitable 

provider or county agency, 

they may not “double dip” 

and receive help from this 

program as well.

The Angel Project is also 

seeking assistance from local 

businesses that may want to 

sponsor a needy child by 

purchasing $100 to $150 in 

new, unwrapped toys for the 

children. Children’s wish 

lists will be available after 

Nov. 21 and toys need to 

be delivered to the Minding 

You office by Dec. 18.

A barrel-racing fundrais-

er is also being planned 

for Dec. 5, with a rain date 

of Dec. 12. The time and 

locale of the even will be 

announced.

Businesses and individu-

als interested in sponsoring 

a child can call Stephanie 

Higdon at 706-795-0056 

or email her at Christmas-

AP22@gmail.com

THANKSGIVING 

MEAL FOR NEEDY

Comer Baptist Church is 

hosting a free Thanksgiving 

meal to all Madison County 

residents in need Thursday, 

Nov. 26.

Meals will be drive-

through or delivery only this 

year. Pickup is 11 a.m. to 

1 p.m.

Call the church office at 

706-783-5533 and leave 

your name, address and 

valid call back number. All 

reservations must be in by 

Monday, Nov. 23.

“Please limit requests to 

one meal per person, per 

family,” organizers said.

SHERIFF’S OFFICE TO 

HOLD ‘CHRISTMAS 

WITH A COP’

The Madison County 

Sheriff’s Office will once 

again hold its “Christmas 

with a Cop” event.

“Our goal is to be able to 

give 10 less fortunate chil-

dren a minimum of $200 

each to purchase gifts for 

Madison Co. programs aim to help the needy
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Christmas 
in D’ville set 
for Dec. 12

By Margie Richards

margie@mainstreetnews.com

Danielsville’s council 

solidified its Christmas 

tree lighting plans at their 

regular business meeting 

Monday night. The fes-

tivities will take place 

Saturday, Dec. 12, 3 to 6 

p.m. in Madison County 

Memorial Park. 

Police Chief Cleve 

Williams issued a press 

release about the event at 

the meeting. 

“The third annual 

Christmas in Danielsville 

is on,” Williams stated. 

“We know this year has 

been a rough one and we 

want to make the holiday 

big and get some cheer 

in the air to wind out this 

year.”  

Williams said COVID-

19 precautions will be in 

place as that there will 

be updates as the event 

nears. He said free hot 

dogs, hot chocolate and 

popcorn will be available 

while supplies last and that 

items will be individual-

ly packaged with COVID 

in mind. Wrapped masks 

will also be available for 

those who do not bring 

their own, along with san-

itizing stations. 

Michelle Kaye will be 

on hand with camels and 

other animals for children 

and adults to enjoy and 

the public will have an 

opportunity to donate to 

the Madison-Oglethorpe 

Animal Shelter (MOAS). 

There will also be two 

community-wide com-

petitions for the season, 

Williams noted. Beginning 

Nov. 16, city residents 

COUNTY SEAT

EDUCATION

MADISON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

Madison Co. has 95.1 
percent grad rate

Madison County’s graduation rate continues 

to rise. 

The 2020 rate is 95.1 percent, up from 94.64 

percent in 2019. A total of 291 out of 306 stu-

dents in the Class of 2020 received a diploma.

Superintendent Michael Williams said the 

graduation rate is a tremendous accomplish-

ment.

“It is a testament to the hard work and effort 

of our students, teachers and community,” said 

Williams. “It takes everyone, but I specifically 

want to thank our high school teachers for their 

work and dedication. I am extremely proud of 

this accomplishment.”

Williams noted that Madison County’s grad-

uation rate is 23rd out of 177 Georgia school 

County school board 
clarifies mask policy

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County students 

are required to wear masks 

while changing classes. 

They are mandated to wear 

masks while working in a 

group, pair, or in a lab set-

ting. They must also wear 

a mask while riding on 

school transportation.

The county school board 

clarified its mask policy 

Tuesday night after Super-

intendent Michael Williams 

acknowledged that some of 

recently approved wording 

left ambiguity on what’s 

expected of students. The 

previous policy said masks 

“should” be worn while 

changing classes. The 

revised policy says students 

“are required” to wear 

masks in transition from 

one class to another.

“The word ‘should’ cre-

ated some gray areas,” said 

Athens man charged 
with sexual battery 
against minor
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State reports county 
COVID-19 numbers

Madison County had 42 new COVID-19 cases, one 

death and five hospitalizations between Nov. 3 and 10, 

according to daily figures from the Georgia Department 

of Public Health (DPH). 

Since the pandemic began, Madison County has had 

a total of 868 COVID-19 cases with 12 deaths con-

firmed and five deemed “probable” by the DPH. As of 

Nov. 10, there have been 71 hospitalizations, up from 

66 on Nov. 3. 

The latest Madison County death was a 61-year-old 

man. Local deaths have ranged from 58 to over 90. 

231 uncounted Madison Co. 
ballots discovered in audit
By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

A memory card for a ballot scanner at the 

Pittman precinct in Madison County didn’t 

successfully upload on election night, leav-

ing 231 votes from that precinct off the 

county’s election-night totals. 

But those totals have now been added to 

the official count for Madison County and 

Georgia. 

Madison County Board of Elections and 

Registration Chair Tracy Dean said the 

Pittman memory card issue was discovered 

Tuesday during an audit of county results. 

There are a total of 19 ballot scanners 

in the county, each with a memory card, 

including two ballot scanners at the Pitt-

man precinct.

“We go through the audit to catch things 

like this,” said Dean.  

The elections official said that for some 

reason, the memory card, which is similar 

to a camera memory card, but bigger, 

didn’t upload that night. She said all ballots 

are now accounted for in the county. 

The new Pittman votes bumped Donald 

Trump’s Madison County votes by 186 

to 11,326 from 11,140 and Joe Biden’s 

total by 50, to 3,411, up from 3,361 — a 

net increase of 136 votes for Trump in 

Georgia.

Georgia has yet to declare a winner in the 

Presidential race. According to the Secre-

tary of State’s election website on Tuesday, 

Biden holds a 12,651 vote lead on Trump 

in Georgia. 

The newly added Pittman votes included 

188 additional votes for U.S. Republican 

Senator David Perdue’s total in Madison 

See ‘Election’ on 2A

Madison County student Jesse Baughcum (L) urges 
the school board Tuesday to reconsider its recent 
relaxation of its mask policy during the pandemic. 

— See ‘BOE’ on 2A


