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A man pictured in a 

photo that ran with a story 

about a protest in Winder 

on June 7 in support of the 

Black Lives Matter move-

ment in last week’s edition 

was incorrectly identified 

as a Winder-Barrow High 

School football teacher and 

coach.

The News-Journal regrets 

the error.

Correction

The Barrow County 

Board of Commissioners 

will resume allowing pub-

lic in-person attendance of 

its meetings starting next 

week and will begin hold-

ing monthly work sessions 

again in addition to the 

monthly voting sessions.

The board has two meet-

ings scheduled for Tuesday, 

June 23 — a 5 p.m. work 

session and a 6 p.m. called 

meeting, during which the 

board is scheduled to have 

a final vote on the county’s 

proposed Fiscal Year 2021 

budget.

The board, which 

switched its twice-monthly 

meeting format last year to 

one work session and one 

voting session, temporarily 

BOC to 
resume 
in-person 
meetings 
Tuesday

Winder panel opposes annexation 
request for large subdivision

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com 

A developer’s plans to build a large residential sub-

division to the south of Atlanta Highway and west of 

Pine Hills Golf Course was dealt a setback Tuesday, 

June 16, when the majority of a Winder panel opposed 

annexing the land into the city.

The city’s planning board voted 4-2 to recommend 

denial of Sullins Engineering’s request to annex and 

rezone seven parcels totaling more than 200 acres be-

tween Atlanta Highway, the golf course and Russell 

Cemetery Road, to the east of the Lighthouse Estates 

subdivision. 

The developer has plans to use five of the parcels 

— totaling more than 160 acres — to build a 387-lot 

single-family subdivision, referred to in the plans as 

Fieldstream. According to the plans, the subdivision 

would be developed in four phases with the first phase 

including 110 lots bordering the highway and golf 

course. A swimming pool area would also be included 

in the development.

The other two parcels — totaling roughly 43 acres 

along Atlanta Highway — would be used for “light 

industrial” businesses, according to the plans.

The main concerns among most planning board 

members Tuesday — the vote on Taffy McCormick’s 

motion to recommend denial was 4-2 with Rus-

sell Shepley and David Brock opposed — centered 

around the overall size and scope of the proposed de-

velopment.

The request now heads to the city council for a final 

decision. 

The council is scheduled to consider the request at 

a July 6 work session and vote during its July 7 voting 

session.

City council to have final say at meeting next month

The Winder Planning Board has recommended denial of a proposed annexation into the city and re-
zoning that would allow for the development of a 397-lot single-family residential subdivision and 
roughly 43 acres of additional “light industrial” space south of Atlanta Highway between Pine Hills 
Golf Course and Russell Cemetery Road and the Lighthouse Estates subdivision. The request will go 
before the Winder City Council for a final vote next month.

Samples of the homes were given in the developer’s plans for the proposed subdivision.

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.

com

The Winder City Council 

made the hiring of Mandi 

Cody as the new city admin-

istrator official last week, 

unanimously approving 

an employment agreement 

with her during a called 

meeting Thursday, June 11.

Cody, who has been the 

interim city administrator in 

Washington since Decem-

ber and was city manager of 

Metter for three years prior 

to that, was slated to start 

work with the city Thurs-

day, June 18, Mayor David 

Maynard said last week. 

She will earn an annu-

al base salary of $137,000 

under the initial two-year 

agreement, which runs 

through June 2022 and will 

be set to automatically re-

new for 12-month terms af-

ter that.

Cody replaces former 

Winder administrator Don-

ald Toms, who resigned in 

February. She holds a bach-

elor’s degree in political 

science and history from 

Georgia Southern Univer-

sity and a law degree from 

Mercer University’s Walter 

F. George School of Law. 

She practiced law for three 

years prior to her time in 

local government. She has 

been town administrator 

for the Town of Register 

in Bulloch County, a city 

planner and later director 

of planning and economic 

development for the City of 

Statesboro. She was Met-

ter’s city administrator from 

2016-2019. She resigned in 

July following lengthy ser-

vice-delivery strategy nego-

tiations with Candler Coun-

ty, and media reports in the 

area indicated the resigna-

tion was due to differences 

between her and council 

members. During her time 

as interim administrator in 

Washington, she has been 

assisting the city in SDS ne-

gotiations.

Cody, who was also a fi-

nalist for county administra-

tor in Crisp County last fall 

and was also a finalist for the 

top administrative post in 

Georgetown County, S.C., 

earlier this year, emerged as 

one of three finalists for the 

vacant Winder position last 

month. 

After Toms’ resignation, a 

search committee consisting 

of Maynard and councilmen 

Sonny Morris and Chris 

Akins received 13 applica-

tions and narrowed that set 

down to six candidates who 

participated in phone inter-

views with the mayor, the 

two councilmen and city de-

partment heads.

Winder 

council 

approves 

hiring of  

new admin

See Cody, page 2A

See BOC, page 2A

See Annexation, page 3A

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

With the traditional start of the 

school year just a month and a half 

away, the Barrow County School 

System has unveiled three tenta-

tive scenarios to reopen during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

County school leaders present-

ed these three options during the 

Barrow County Board of Educa-

tion’s June 16 video-conferencing 

meeting.

“We will have school in one 

shape or form,” superintendent 

Chris McMichael said.

But McMichael said the sys-

tem’s goal is to start school on 

Aug. 4 with students on-site.

“We want to get our students 

and staff back on time and on 

campus,” he said. “We all know 

that’s where the best learning goes 

on. That’s where our kids are com-

fortable.”

Whatever option school lead-

ers decide upon, however, will 

be based upon how the system 

is identified by the Department 

of Health for its risk level for 

COVID-19 spread. 

Systems will fit into one of three 

categories: low or no spread, min-

imal or moderate spread, or sub-

stantial spread.

McMichael speculates that Bar-

row County Schools could fall 

into either the low-spread or min-

imal or moderate spread category. 

He expects that news later in the 

week.

The reopening plans, which 

come after school buildings were 

shuttered back in mid-March in 

response to the coronavirus out-

break, were presented in order of 

most ideal to least.

Here is each option:

OPTION 1

Option 1, which coincides with 

a low or no spread designation, 

has students and staff returning 

to campuses on Aug. 4. Safety 

precautions against the spread of 

COVID-19 would be incorporat-

ed into that plan. Remote learning 

would be made available for stu-

dents who might have health risks 

or simply prefer remote learning. 

The remote-learning option could 

allow for in-person classes to be 

live streamed for students to re-

motely access them. 

Three plans presented for Barrow schools’ reopening

See Schools, page 3A


