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Dayton Gresham (R) shakes hands with classmate Josh Kincaid (L) after delivering his graduation speech Saturday morning. Photo 

by Zach Mitcham

Class of ‘21 says farewell
By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

There was sunshine, wind, hugs and high fives 

as over 300 Madison County 2021 graduates took 

the stage on the Red Raider football field, had 

their tassels turned, smiled for the camera, then 

walked into a new phase of life.

Four Red Raider graduates stood at the podi-

um Saturday to offer thanks to family, friends, 

teachers and school staff, along with words of 

encouragement to fellow classmates.

In her speech, “The Color of Us,” Valedictorian 

Teresa Vu urged her fellow classmates to “leave 

your boldest stroke and enter this new phase of 

adulthood with determination and hope of mak-

ing a better world than the one that was left to us.” 

She added that character counts more than a 

career.

“Being a doctor means nothing if you’re just 

going through the motions and don’t love helping 

others,” said Vu. “Being a lawyer means nothing 

if you serve injustice at the expense of your own 

integrity. Being anything means nothing if you 

don’t give your all every day and love what you 

do.” 

She urged her classmates to keep going, even 

when they get down.

“Even when there is nothing left but the shreds 

of the good that was once there, there will always 

be those who pick up the pieces and start again, 

who will rebuild hope in humanity and who will 

paint their boldest colors on our world,” she said. 

“And as cliché as it is, we have to choose to be 

those people, to take a stand for what we believe 

is right and care more instead of caring less. 

We have to find the colors of our character and 

not only love what we do, but also find love for 

others. Yes we did it, we graduated, but there are 

worlds of problems that we have to cross, issues 

that are left up to our generation to solve.”

Salutatorian Macy Mullis said each graduate 

must now pick their path and dive in. She said the 

Class of 2021’s “time to swim has finally begun.”

“Whatever your sea might be, whether it’s 

creativity or finding your own authenticity or 

really you just want to visit Sicily, might I remind 

you that only five percent of our oceans have 

been explored,” said Mullis in her speech, “Bold 

Swimmer.” “And they are just patiently waiting 

for you and me, because today is our day to dive 

off of this dock and dive deep into our seas.”

The Madison County swimmer spoke of her 

love for sharks. 

“If you know me well, you know that I love 

sharks, from the itty bitty lantern shark to the 

massive whale shark, I am astonished at their 

beauty and prowess,” said Mullis. “And a cool 

fact about them is that when they swim, the water 

runs through their gills and undergoes a process 

where the essential oxygen is extracted from that 

water. And though it might be cliché, day after 

day, I pray that you may be like a shark who must 

swim to survive, and I hope that you realize the 

deeper that you dive means the more that you’ll 

thrive, because we were not born to tread water 

at the surface.”

Dayton Gresham pointed out that Saturday’s 

ceremony would be the “last day we have to get 

up to attend something high school mandated.”

“And that’s a weird feeling,” he said in his 

speech, “Our Chance.” “I understand many of us 

claim to be ready to get out, but there’s always 

Journey Gurley is pic-
tured with her national 
championship trophy.

U.S. 
Title!

North Georgia freshman 

Journey Gurley of Madison 

County made Peach Belt 

Conference (PBC) histo-

ry May 27 as she won the 

national championship in 

the pole vault at the NCAA 

finals at Grand Valley State. 

Gurley cleared the bar a 4.25 

meters to take the title.

Gurley’s accomplishment 

finishes off a historic season 

which saw the vaulter shat-

Talk of 
growth

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

 

There are no filings in the 

county zoning office. There 

are only hypotheticals for 

county leaders at this point.

But the county industrial 

authority has been asked 

whether it could handle 

sewer services for a poten-

tial 250-unit apartment 

complex south of Ingles off 

Hwy. 29. And the issue was 

discussed at the industrial 

authority’s May meeting 

last week. A representative 

for the property had not 

returned a call as of this 

writing for more informa-

tion on potential plans.

There may, in fact, ulti-

mately be no development 

proposed to county leaders. 

But the county industrial 

authority oversees all coun-

ty-operated infrastructure 

in Madison County, and 

even the idea of a develop-

ment requires a big-picture 

outlook on county growth. 

Madison County IDA 

Executive Director Frank 

Ginn, who also serves 

as state senator for Dis-

trict 47, offered thoughts 

this week on county infra-

structure. He said a major 

residential development in 

the Ingles area is not ideal 

for the sewer system. The 

county sewer system in the 

Dogsboro area, which has 

been in service for years, 

serves Ingles and several 

other businesses, but only 

uses about 20 percent of 

its capacity. The plant is 

permitted to handle 50,000 

gallons of sewage a day. 

Journey Gurley wins 
national championship 

in pole vaulting

Elam Tyson, 7, smiles Saturday as he enjoys the opening of Rotary Island, a privately funded splash pad at 
the Madison County Recreation Department. See Page 3A for more pictures. Photo by Zach Mitcham

Let the fun begin!

See “Graduation” on 2A

IDA asked about 
sewer services for 

potential apartment 
complex


