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Marley Brown went into the 

new Jackson County High School 

with an open mind.

She figured the sizable facility 

on Skelton Rd. would stand as 

an upgrade over the 30-year-old 

building she’d left behind. But 

the senior cheerleading captain 

wasn’t expecting the across-the-

board enhancements she saw 

when she walked through its 

doors.

“I’d say it’s pretty incredible 

with what they’ve done with the 

building,” Brown said. “I think 

there’s a lot of new technology 

and cool things about the school 

that are definitely improvements 

from our last school.”

Brown was one of approximate-

ly 1,620 students who arrived for 

the first day of classes Friday 

(July 30) at the spacious, new, 

state-of-the-art Jackson County 

High School. Her reaction to the 

facility mirrored those of others, 

who praised the building’s size, 

design, amenities and less-con-

strained feeling.

“It feels like a high school,” 

said senior Kennedy Harris. “I 

think our old school felt like the 

middle school, so I think this ac-

tually feels like a real high school, 

and you get what a high school 

should actually look like.”

Similarly, Tyler Craven, also 
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Sophia Hahn’s rowing ca-

reer began as many things do: 

a Google search.

Around nine years ago, 

Hahn’s mother was seeking 

a sport for her daughter that 

would bolster confidence and 

instill the virtues of team-

work, so she went online.

“She Googled sports for 

tall girls, and the first thing 

that came up was rowing,” 

Hahn explained.

Nearly a decade after that 

internet search, Hahn is a 

world champion.

The 20-year-old Chateau 

Elan resident recently helped 

the women’s U23 Eight cap-

ture the gold in the World 

Rowing Championships. The 

race was held July 11 in the 

Czech Republic.

“It was incredible,” said 

Hahn, also a collegiate rower 

at Yale. “Especially because 

my season was canceled at 

Yale, and I’ve been training 

on my own without a team 

for the past year and a half … 
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Northeast Georgia Health 

System doctors pointed to 

a sharp rise in area COVID 

cases brought on by the Del-

ta variant and urged vaccina-

tion to help guard against the 

latest wave of the pandemic 

during a Monday (Aug. 2) 

press conference.

Dr. Deepak Aggarwal, 

chief of medical staff of 

Northeast Georgia Medical 

Center, said the number of 

COVID-positive patients in 

the Northeast Georgia Health 

System jumped from 20 to 

110 over the last two weeks, 

resulting the highest number 

of cases since February.

Meanwhile, the number of 

tests coming back positive 

“has essentially doubled,” 

Aggarwal said, and the test 

positivity rate in Hall Coun-

ty stands at 11.7 percent, the 

highest rate since February 

when it rose to approximate-

ly 35 percent. The average 

age of COVID-positive pa-

tients within the system is 60 

with some patients as young 

as 18.

Eighty-five percent of 

COVID-positive patients in 

NGHS facilities are unvac-

cinated, according to Aggar-

wal, who expects the latest 

surge of cases not to peak 

until September based on the 

data.

“We know there are many 

mixed thoughts and opinions 

about COVID in our com-

munity, state and the nation,” 

Aggarwal said prior to shar-

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

Hoschton moved a step 

closer to both a new city hall 

building and expanding its 

wastewater treatment facility.

The city council voted Mon-

day (Aug. 2) to accept a city 

hall design-build plan from 

local contractor BM&K and 

plans from EMI to complete 

the next steps required for 

Hoschton’s wastewater plant 

expansion.

The city hall designs will 

cost $49,000. When the draw-

ings are complete, Hoschton 

leaders have the option to con-

tract with BMK for construc-

tion or use another builder to 

carry out the designs.

Meanwhile, the next phase 

of preparation for the waste-

water facility expansion will 

cost $84,375.

The expansion would in-

crease Hoschton’s system to 

a 950,000 gallon-per-day rate.

City engineer Jerry Hood 

said projected developments 

within Hoschton would re-

quire a 800,000 to 900,000 

gallon-per-day rate. The city 

currently operates at 160,000 

gallons per day.

NEW CITY HALL

With the approved de-

signs, chief building official 

Joe Hayes said the metal roof 

and poles of the new city hall 

building could go up in 12-16 

weeks.

The structure will be built 

with future business use in 

mind as the city expects this 

to be a temporary city hall lo-

cation.

“They understand that we’re 

New Jackson County High School COVID spike 

Hoschton 

Community spotlight: Sophia Hahn

Students react to new JCHS building as school year begins

Photos by Ben Munro 

Students enter the new Jackson County High School in Hoschton on Friday (July 30) just 

after doors were opened to the new facility.

‘Pretty incredible’

Senior Keily Ford gives a thumbs up as she climbs the 

stairs on the first day of classes at the new Jackson County 
High School. 

Gwinnett Schools

The Gwinnett County 

Board of Education unan-

imously approved Calvin 

J. Watts as the next su-

perinten-

dent of 

Gwinnett 

County 

Public 

Schools 

(GCPS) 

on Fri-

day (July 

30), ac-

cording to a press release 

from the school district.

Watts — a former 

GCPS school leader and 

assistant superintendent 

who most recently served 

as superintendent of Kent 

School District in Wash-

ington — was the sole 

finalist for the Gwinnett 

position.

By law, the school 

board had to wait a mini-

mum of 14 days between 

announcing its finalist for 

Watts approved 

as Gwinnett 

superintendent

WATTS

Local rower rises to 

international success 

•See photos from the first day of 

classes at the new JCHS on Page 3B 

PHOTOS

Here is COVID data provided by the 

Northeast Georgia Health System:

•110 positive cases at its facilities 

•85% of the positive cases are 

unvaccinated patients

•Average age for COVID patient at 

NGHS: 60

•11.7% positivity rate for COVID 

tests in Hall County

NGHS COVID DATA 

See JCHS, page 2A

•Age: 20

•Sport: Rowing, both with Team 

USA U23 and Yale University 

•Achievements: Won gold medal 

at World Rowing Championships 

on July 11

SOPHIA HAHN

See Watts, page 6A

NGHS officials point 

to area COVID surge, 

urge people to vaccinate

See COVID, page 6A

Hoschton moves 

closer to new city 

hall, wastewater 

plant expansion

See Hoschton, page 6A

20-year-old Chateau 

Elan resident takes 

gold with U.S. 

U23 team at world 

championships

Photo courtesy of Klaus Hahn

Sophia Hahn (left), a Chateau Elan resident, 

helped the U.S. U23 team win gold in eight-per-

son competition at the World Rowing Champi-

onships in the Czech Republic in July. Hahn is a 

rower at Yale University.

See Hahn, page 6A


