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Two female students fought in a hallway 

at Winder-Barrow High School Thursday, 

Sept. 5, and one suffered a fractured skull, 

setting off a social media frenzy over the 

incidents.

Both of the girls were suspended, ac-

cording to the Barrow County School Sys-

tem. Suspension for fighting is automatic 

under the system’s code of conduct, super-

intendent Chris McMichael said.

The girl who was injured, identified by 

her mother as Iris Narens was taken to an 

Atlanta hospital and later released. She is 

recovering at home. The other student’s 

name was not made available.

The Barrow County Sheriff’s Office 

is investigating the incident. Sheriff Jud 

Smith told an Atlanta television station 

Tuesday night that investigators had deter-

mined that Narens was the aggressor. He 

said by email that 15 to 20 students may 

have seen the incident.

The incident began about 11 a.m. Sept. 5 

after Narens corrected the other student’s 

math work. The two argued about the work 

after the class and the fight started.

In a news release about 3 p.m. Monday, 

Sept. 9, the sheriff’s office said it wanted 

to “correct inaccurate information given 

on some news media outlets and social 

media sites.”

The release said the fight started at 

11:12 a.m. and the “school resource offi-

cer was on scene within minutes.” It said 

Narens “was treated by trained medi-

cal professionals” at the school at about 

11:15 a.m.

Smith said Tuesday that “professionals” 

were the school RN and the “head football 

trainer who is an EMT.” He added the heat 

trainer has had “extensive” training with 

head injuries and “is recognized as one of 

the best trainers” in the state “based on the 

numerous certifications he has received for 

dealing with young people with trauma of 

any kind.”

Chrisalena Pringle, Narens’ mother, 

took her to a hospital and then to another 

hospital about 2:20 p.m.

Pringle told Atlanta TV stations she was 

not satisfied with the way the incident was 

treated.

“She couldn’t walk, she couldn’t real-

ly talk, her eyes were fluttering,” Pringle 

said.

“Sheriff’s office personnel were not 

aware of a partial video of the incident 

until hours after the incident actually oc-

curred,” the release said.

The sheriff said Tuesday that “there is 

no evidence” that the incident involved 

bullying. McMichael said the incident be-

came “more than a fight” because of posts 

on social media.

As of Tuesday, no charges had been 

filed, but by Tuesday night, Smith had told 

the Atlanta station that investigators had 

determined Narens was the aggressor and 

the other student was defending herself 

during the altercation.

“This is a very unfortunate incident. We 

do not condone fighting or any type of vi-

olence in our schools or the recording of 

incidents, and we work actively to prevent 

it,” school system officials said in a sepa-

rate news release. 

“We were glad to learn that our stu-

dent is now home recovering. Violence, 

in whatever form it takes, has significant 

consequences and is never the answer to 

interpersonal conflict.”

One hurt in fight at Winder-Barrow High School
Sheriff: Injured student 

was aggressor in 

hallway confrontation
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‘NEXT GEN AG’ 

EVENT SET

The City of Auburn will 

host a “Next Gen Ag” con-

ference, dedicated to discus-

sions and presentations on 

agriculture and technology, 

to be held from 3-7 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept. 15, and 8 a.m. 

to 5:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 

16, at the Perry Rainey Cen-

ter, 16 College St., Auburn.

“With the growing inter-

est in regenerative farming, 

urban ag, technology, sus-

tainability and the potential 

for commercialization, this 

market segment is seeing a 

lot of new opportunities for 

job growth in the region,” 

organizers said in a news 

release. 

“As more interest and de-

mand has come to Auburn 

through current and new 

residents moving in, the city 

has put together a conversa-

tion that would be of use to 

students (FFA chapters and 

extensions) and local farm-

ers that would bring them all 

together under one banner.”

Participants can learn 

about land use, tax credits, 

financing opportunities and 

connect with thought lead-

ers in the industry and “es-

tablish valuable contacts,” 

according to the release.

To register and for ad-

ditional information on 

Photos by Ron Bridgeman

A large crowd of city and county officials and contractors celebrate the “dedication” of the synthetic 
turf field at Apalachee High School on Wednesday, Sept. 4. Cutting the ribbon was not simple since 
the “tape” was more elaborate than normal. The AHS band played for the beginning of the ceremony. 
The group gathered at the 50-yard line on top of the AHS logo. A separate ceremony for the new turf at 
Winder-Barrow High School’s W. Clair Harris Stadium is scheduled for 5 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 12. 

APALACHEE HIGH SCHOOL TURF FIELD RIBBON CUTTING HELD

Dan Magee, Barrow County Leisure Services di-
rector, talks Wednesday, Sept. 4, at the Apalachee 
High School synthetic turf field. Magee was one of 
the promoters of the shared facility between the 
school and recreation department.

Chris McMichael, superintendent of Barrow 
County schools, speaks at the dedication of the 
synthetic field at Apalachee High School. 

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

The Winder Downtown Devel-

opment Authority, on Tuesday, 

Sept. 10, took the first step to-

ward a new Division of Family 

and Children Services building 

near the current Social Security 

Administration facility.

The DDA, meeting in a called 

session, unanimously agreed to 

start a process that would allow 

the agency to own the building in 

15 years.

Paperwork will involve creat-

ing a second non-profit corpora-

tion, which will have the same 

membership and officers as the 

DDA, to hold title to the build-

ing.

The new facility will be man-

aged by the Forum Group, which 

has constructed similar facili-

ties all over the state, John Stell, 

Winder’s city attorney, said.

The building will be leased to 

the state. All the indebtedness of 

the new facility will be the re-

sponsibility of the Forum Group, 

DDA members were told.

About $7 million in bonds are 

expected to be sold to pay for the 

structure and that debt will be 

paid through the lease payments.

The DDA has discussed the 

financing of the building for the 

past few months.

Chris Maddox, the chairman 

of the DDA, said the agency has 

wanted its own money for some 

time. 

Acting as the bond seller and 

creating the separate board will 

provide that money — but 15 

years in the future.

Stell told the agency the new 

facility would replace the “con-

glomeration” of space now occu-

pied by DFCS in Winder.

The new board will be the 

Winder Lay’s Drive Corporation.

The DDA is expected to ap-

prove several documents to set 

up that corporation and to ap-

prove the construction of a new 

facility at its October meeting.

Stell told the DDA that the ar-

rangement is “a pretty safe proj-

ect” because every county in the 

state has a DFCS office.

Winder DDA moves toward new DFCS building

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

Four candidates qualified 

Sept. 3-5 for the special city 

council election in Statham. 

The election, to fill the seat 

vacated by Eddie Jackson, 

who is running for mayor, 

will be held Tuesday, Nov. 

5, at the same time as the 

city’s general election.

Qualifying for the race 

were Steve Boughton, a re-

tired banker; Tammy Craw-

ley, who attended nearly ev-

ery council meeting before 

going back to work; Scott 

Penn, a paramedic in Jack-

son County; and Timothy 

Baldwin Terilli.

Terilli did not respond to a 

phone message.

Boughton, who has lived 

in Winder and Statham 

since 2018, said he was in 

banking for about 40 years. 

Most of that was in Ohio 

and North Carolina. He re-

tired as a vice president.

Boughton said he “prob-

ably” has managed “hun-

dreds of municipal bond 

issues.

He said his background 

in municipal finance could 

help the city council.

Boughton said he is a 

member of Winder First 

United Methodist Church 

and is a graduate of Ohio 

State University.

He has run for office be-

fore. He said he selected the 

special election because it is 

for two years.

“I’m not looking to do 

this the rest of my life,” 

Boughton said.

Crawley is the assistant 

produce manager of a Dol-

lar General store in Athens.

She also has been a fi-

nance manager for a fur-

niture store and a district 

manager for a chain of con-

venience stores. 

Four qualify 
for Statham 
special 
election

See Statham, page 2A
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