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Braselton News

MAILING LABEL

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

The number of COVID-19 

cases continues to rise in the 

area, forcing local health, 

school and business leaders 

to again grapple with how to 

handle the spreading virus.

As of July 20, Northeast 

Georgia Health System 

was treating 127 positive 

COVID patients. That’s up 

from 68 patients one week 

prior on July 13. Twen-

ty-four patients are current-

ly being treated at Northeast 

Georgia Medical Center 

Braselton.

The rise in cases prompt-

ed the health system to 

again implement visitation 

restrictions.

“For the safety of our 

patients and our communi-

ty, all NGHS locations are 

temporarily returning to 

restricted visitation begin-

ning Wednesday, July 15,” 

said Michael Covert, NGHS 

chief operating officer. “All 

facilities will remain open 

as usual to provide care 

for patients, and we are not 

cancelling any surgeries, 

procedures or appointments 

at this time. Visit nghs.com/

visiting for complete visita-

tion details.”

The hospital system has 

also rebuilt the mobile med-

ical units outside NGMC 

Gainesville and NGMC 

Braselton.

“Our emergency care 

spaces are occasionally 

reaching capacity, and we 

are thankful that our com-

munities are again trusting 

us with their care,” Covert 

said. “In order to provide 

emergency care and keep 

our wait times as short as 

possible, we are taking ad-

vantage of the opportunity 

to use the tents as an expan-

sion of our existing emer-

gency care space.”

The hospital system is 

also planning to open the 

new mobile medical unit at 

NGMC Gainesville. That 

unit has 20 traditional hos-

pital beds and will be used 

for COVID-19 patients.

RISE ACROSS 

BRASELTON AREA

The number of cases in 

Braselton’s four-county 

area continues to grow. De-

tails from those counties in-

clude:

•Barrow: 771 cases; 29 

deaths; 137 hospitalizations

•Gwinnett: 13,614 cases; 

199 deaths; 1,537 hospital-

izations

COVID cases continue to rise in area

See COVID, page 3A

The Georgia Department of Transpor-

tation recently announced the first phase 

of the I-85 widening project has been 

substantially completed.

Spanning across Gwinnett, Barrow 

and Jackson counties, the project wid-

ened I-85 north of metro Atlanta from 

two to three lanes by adding one gen-

eral purpose lane and a paved shoul-

der in each direction with a concrete 

median barrier replacing the existing 

First phase of I-85 

widening completed

See I-85, page 3A

JCCHS celebrates  

Class of 2020

Photos by Wesleigh Sagon

Jackson County Comprehensive High School principal Jason Wester con-

gratulated Jason Charles Crowthers at graduation with an elbow bump as 
social distancing guidelines were in place due to the Coronavirus pan-

demic. Local graduations were postponed several times before finally be-

ing scheduled in July. 

Jason Wester, princi-
pal, of Jackson County 
Comprehensive High 
School, handed out di-
plomas to students and 
congratulated them 
with an elbow bump.

Braeden Lee Zei-
gler-Stallings was 
happy to receive his 
diploma.

Lawrence Knott sang 
the senior dedication 
song “Lean on Me.”

The Jackson County 
Comprehensive High 
School class of 2020 
danced for the crowd 
before tossing their 
caps to the sky at 
their commencement 
ceremony on Friday, 
July 17.

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

A proposal for a West Jackson resi-

dential development has been pulled, for 

now.

The Jackson County Board of Com-

missioners voted to accept a withdraw-

al of a rezoning request for 45 acres on 

Jackson Trail Rd. at its July 20 meeting.

Ray Vaughn had initially requested a 

rezoning from A-2 to R-2 to allow a res-

idential development.

West Jackson 

residential 

project pulled

See Planners, page 3A

Updated plans for return to school

Gwinnett County Public 

Schools has announced it 

will begin the school year 

with digital instruction. The 

district will return to school 

Aug. 12 with 100% digital 

instruction.

Although the district had 

Gwinnett schools to return 

with digital instruction only

Plans to update Hoschton’s Hwy. 53 

overlay district rules have been post-

poned until September.

The Hoschton City Council voted 

July 20 to delay taking a vote on the 

proposed update pending more infor-

mation from citizens, property owners 

and the town’s planner.

The proposed update was supposed 

to resolve some inconsistent rules and 

regulations in the overlay district. The 

district deals mostly with design issues 

along the Hwy. 53 corridor.

But several council members said 

they were unclear about what exactly 

was being changed with the rewrit-

ten regulations and at least one coun-

cil member wanted to revisit why the 

overlay district had been extended out-

side the downtown area, a move that 

happened several years ago.

OTHER BUSINESS

In other business at the council’s 

July 20 meeting, the board approved:

• extending a sewerage line into an 

industrial area off of Jackson Trail 

Rd. with a 3-1 vote. Council member 

Shantwon Astin was opposed to the 

plan.

• declaring two vehicles as surplus 

and buying a new truck for the city.

• having city administrator Gary Fes-

perman begin interviewing people for 

two building inspector positions. The 

council also approved buying two new 

vehicles to be used by those hired for 

the positions.

• a water purchase agreement with 

the Town of Braselton for up to 200,000 

gallons per day at a rate of $2.63/gal.

• amending the town’s building per-

mit regulations to require residences 

Hoschton 

postpones 

vote on 

overlay 

rewrite

See Gwinnett, page 8A

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

The Barrow County school board voted 7-2 Monday to delay 

the start of school by two weeks to Aug. 17 amid the coronavirus 

pandemic and a recent spike in infections in the county and across 

Georgia.

The school board had voted earlier this month to start school 

on Aug. 4 as originally planned with options for in-person and 

Barrow school board pushes 

start date back two weeks

See Barrow, page 8A

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

The Jackson County Board of Educa-

tion approved a $86.1 million budget for 

spending in 2020-21 that will require the 

system to dip into its reserves.

The tentative budget, which calls for 

a two percent increase over last year’s 

budget, passed with a unanimous vote at 

the BOE’s July 13 meeting.

The system is being cut an approximate 

Tentative county BOE 

budget approved

See Budget, page 3A
See Hoschton, page 3A

As the COVID-19 situ-

ation continues to evolve 

and the summer break 

months near an end, Hall 

County school leaders are 

still looking at the best op-

tion for returning to school 

this fall.

No recommendation yet 

for Hall County schools

See Hall, page 8A

The Jackson County 

School System may adjust 

its plans to reopen later this 

week, said superintendent 

April Howard on July 20. 

Howard said a number of 

staff members in the sys-

tem have tested positive for 

the COVID virus.

“That is an impact on 

planning and potential ad-

justment,” she said.

Around 18 percent of 

students in the system have 

requested virtual learn-

ing rather than attending 

Jackson plans school 

reopening Aug. 12 — maybe

See Jackson, page 8A


