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Negotiations continue
on county broadband
By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County Commission Chairman Todd
Higdon is optimistic that
most homes in the county
will have access to highspeed internet in the next
three years.
“I don’t see any reason
why 85 percent of the
county won’t be hot and
online with high-speed
internet within three years,”
said Higdon.
The
chairman
has
been talking with Kinetic (Windstream), Charter
Communications and Jackson EMC about how to
get broadband services to
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Colbert
mother, son
killed in
Oglethorpe
accident
A Colbert mother and son
died in a single-vehicle accident in Oglethorpe County
Friday, June 18.
Gregory Hill, 53, and his
mother, Sarah Ann Hill, 77,
were killed in a wreck on
Smithonia Road in Oglethorpe County about a half a
mile outside of Clarke County.
According to a report from
the Georgia State Patrol, the
accident occurred around
4:25 p.m., when Gregory
Sims, who was driving east
in a 1995 Jeep Grand Cherokee, approached a curve
to the right and continued
straight, running off the
road to the left. The vehicle
vaulted from the shoulder
of the roadway onto Kirstie
Lane, struck the Pecan Ridge
cement block entrance structure and overturned.

— BOC chairman
Todd Higdon
county residents. Higdon
said he’s trying to get Madison County at the front
of the list in terms of rural
counties getting broadband
services with federal AmerSee ‘Internet’ on 2A

Brian Hockhalter, Hull, takes a big bite of a barbecue sandwich from Pig
Skins BBQ during the Madison County Chamber of Commerce’s “Taste
of Madison County” event in Comer Saturday. About 400 people attended the event and were treated to a variety of Madison County foods.
Food and drink vendors on hand included Boutier Winery, Cake and
Candi by Brandi, Comer Coffee Co., GG’s Sweet Magnolias, Honey Pond
Farm, Iron Pin Ranch, Kart Wheel, Pig Skins BBQ, The Naked Farmer,
and Goober Shack. Others participating included the Comer Lions Club,
MedLink Georgia and student artisans included Joyce’s Floral and Co,
and Proverbs 31 Farmstead. Photos by Zach Mitcham
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TSPLOST and
county roads:
One-cent tax would help
address transportation needs
By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Braydin Hallan, 12, scoops out boiled peanuts to sell for the Goober
Shack in Carlton. See more photos on Page 12A.
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Madison County voters will decide in November if
a penny on the dollar will be spent on county roads.
County commissioners are moving through the process of getting a “Yes” or “No” vote on the ballot for
the fall.
BOC chairman Todd Higdon said approval of a
one-cent Transportation Special Purpose Local Option
Sales Tax (TSPLOST) will “will be huge for this
county.”
“This is Madison County money for Madison
County roads,” he said.
Leaders estimate that, if approved, a TSPLOST
will generate between $13-to-$14 million over five
years for paving, resurfacing and road maintenance.
Madison County already has a one-cent, six-year
SPLOST that is used for a variety of purposes, with
a portion going to roads, including $5.5 million in
the six-year SPLOST renewed in 2019. But in a
See ‘TSPLOST’ on 2A
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“I don’t see any
reason why 85
percent of the
county won’t be
hot and online
with high-speed
internet within
three years.”

Gladys Romero, 7, Comer, enjoys a cold, blue treat from Kart Wheel Coffee in Danielsville during the “Taste of Madison County” event put on by
the Madison County Chamber of Commerce in Comer Saturday.

John Graves (L) of Middle of Nowhere Farm is pictured with Michael
Godfrey of The Naked Farmer.

Colbert parade
set for July 3
Colbert will celebrate Independence Day with a parade
only at 9 a.m., Saturday, July 3, with the theme, “Brought
to You by the Red, White and Blue.”
Colbert celebrated its first of fifty Independence Day
celebrations in 1969, when it began with a small group of
citizens planning a barbecue. Over the years, the parade
grew and other activities were added and it has become one
of the largest Independence Day Celebrations in northeast
Georgia.
Last year brought many changes and all activities were
canceled due to COVID-19, but with great anticipation
of continuing this year, the leaders of the clubs, together
with Mayor Chris Peck and the council, decided to have a
parade only.
The parade will begin at 9 a.m. at the Colbert Municipal
Building (located at the old Colbert Elementary School).
The Colbert Volunteer Fire Department, together with other
volunteers will be on hand to organize the parade. Anyone
who would like to participate should contact city hall at
706-788-2311, email cityhall@colbertgeorgia.com or
call Jody Gilliam at 706-614-0375 or email jodylee289@
gmail.com.
Participants are asked to be at the line-up by 7:30 and no
later than 8 am July 3.
“Bring your family, your lawn chairs and your own
snacks and join us in celebration of our great country and
the freedoms we have as a nation,” organizers said. “Let’s
make this a great year of celebration! God bless the USA.”

