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By Margie Richards

margie@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County Rotary Club’s Ramp Crew 

constructed it 810th ramp for the Carithers family 

last month. And though every family they provide 

this service for is special, this family story’s story 

stands out.

Hope Carithers and her husband, Scott, have 

been married six years and together they care 

for son, Codie, 25, a quadriplegic with many 

other health issues and three other children they 

are hoping to adopt: Michael, 11, Ashlyn, 9, and 

Elijah, 5. 

Codie, Hope’s son from a previous marriage, 

turned 25 on April 21. Codie has been paralyzed 

since a near-drowning incident when he was just 

19-months old that also left him with breathing 

and other issues that require special care. 

“Through the support of a caring family, Codie 

is a proud graduate of Madison County High 

School and was active in the Special Olympics 

for many years,” Rotarian Ed Brown said. “I think 

anyone that has ever attended the Special Olym-

pics in Madison County will remember Codie…

(This) family has fallen on hard times with Covid 

layoffs, etc. I think they are a hard-working fami-

ly and are an inspiration to all the ramp crew and 

those that know them.”

Hope cared for Codie and his older sister, 

Kellie (Minish), now 29, for many years as a 

single mom before she and Scott connected on 

Facebook and realized they had known each other 

in high school. They eventually began dating and 

Scott committed himself to not only Hope, but 

to Codie and all that that entailed. She said Scott 

helps care for Codie when he is at work. 

“Codie loves music so Scott often plays the 

guitar for him,” Hope said. Codie also loves to 

be outside, which before the Rotary built a ramp 

for him on March 30, Hope had always carried 

her son, as well as his wheelchair and oxygen, in 

and out of the home (he now weighs about 100 

pounds). 

She has a pickup truck that she uses to transport 

Codie, as well as the other three children, to doc-

tors’ appointments in Augusta. 

“I go back and forth from there pretty frequent-

ly,” she said.

Besides Hope’s daughter, Kellie, and Kel-

lie’s two sons, who live nearby, their other 

children include Scott’s sons from a previous 

marriage; Draven, 21, who lives in Tennes-

see and Kaden, 13, who lives in Commerce 

with his mother. Hope says they visit often.   

“Codie has plenty of brothers and sisters and 

cousins,” she said.

Michael, Ashlyn and Elijah are also cousins. 

“They are my uncle’s children,” Hope explained. 

Sharing the love
Couple cares for special needs 
son, welcomes three children

Hope Carithers is pictured with her son, 
Codie.

Pictured are Codie, 25; Michael, 11; Ashlyn, 
9; and Elijah, 5.

See “Carithers” on 2A

Man dies 
in Hwy. 
172 wreck

A 49-year-old man 

was killed in a motorcy-

cle accident in the early 

morning hours of April 

23 on Hwy. 172. 

Loyd Kenneth Dalton 

of Elbert County died 

after losing control of a 

Suzuki GSX 1300 while 

traveling south sometime 

after midnight in a curve 

on Hwy. 172 north of the 

Collins Volunteer Fire 

Department.  

Madison County 

Coroner Julie “Coach” 

Harrison said it appeared 

that Dalton died on 

impact. She said it 

appeared Dalton lost con-

trol and hit a culvert, with 

the bike continuing down 

the roadway and into a 

ditch. Dalton and the 

vehicle were discovered 

off of the roadway shortly 

after 7:20 a.m.  

1/5 of Madison Co. fully vaccinated
About one in five Madison County residents 

is fully vaccinated against COVID-19. 

According to the Georgia Department of 

Public Health (DPH), 5,735 county residents 

(20 percent of the population) were fully vac-

cinated as of April 26, with 6,714 residents (23 

percent of the population) having received at 

least one dose. Total vaccines administered to 

county residents were 12,351.

Twenty-seven percent of females and 19.4 

percent of males have received at least one dose. 

Vaccine rates are highest among 65 and older, 

with 90 percent of those between the ages of 

those ages 75-84 having received at least one 

dose, along with 65.2 percent of those between 

65-74 and 73.6 percent of those 85 and up. But 

vaccine rates lag among younger groups, with 

3.3 percent among those 15-19 receiving at 

least one shot, 9.1 percent among those 20-24, 

13.4 percent of those aged 25-34, 17.1 percent 

of 35-44, 18.8 percent of 45-54 and 31.6 per-

cent of those 55-64.

Twenty five percent of the county’s black 

population has received at least one dose of 

the vaccine, with 22.2 percent of whites with 

at least one dose and 22.5 percent of Asians. 

The DPH shows 10.8 percent of the county’s 

Hispanic population has received at least one 

shot.

The DPH shows the percent of those fully vac-

cinated in nearby counties as follows: Jackson 

County, 17 percent; Banks County, 13 percent; 

Clarke County, 20 percent; Oconee County, 30 

percent; Franklin County, 17 percent; Elbert 

County, 21 percent; Barrow County, 14 percent; 

Oglethorpe County, 21 percent; Hart County, 19 

percent, Stephens County, 21 percent; Gwinnett 

County, 17 percent.

The DPH statistics can be found by visiting 

https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-vaccine, scrolling 

down the page, clicking on “interactive dash-

board” and then searching by county.

The Madison County Health Department 

advises residents to make an appointment for 

the COVID-19 vaccine by visiting https://gta-

vras.powerappsportals.us/en-US/ or by calling 

706-340-0996. New appointments are added 

on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. For more 

information, visit bit.ly/NEHDCOVIDVaccine

SK begins 
massive 
hiring push

SK Battery is beginning 

a massive hiring campaign 

ahead of its plans to ramp-

up its EV battery operations 

in Commerce later this year.

SK is searching for can-

didates to apply for jobs in 

all areas of their operations, 

from production to quality 

control, maintenance, safe-

ty management, logistics, 

finance, and human resourc-

es.

This is the firm’s largest 

recruitment effort since it 

REACH SCHOLARS HONORED

Four Madison County Middle School eighth graders — (L-R) Joshua Black, Shante Norman, 
Marina Rodriguez and Jack Say — were recognized in a Tuesday-evening ceremony at 
MCMS as the school system’s 2020-21 “REACH” scholars, which stands for “Realizing that 
Educational Achievement Can Happen.” REACH scholars earn $20,000 scholarships (and 
sometimes up to $30,000) if they maintain a commitment to attend school regularly, maintain 
good behavior and grades and meet regularly with a mentor. The four students signed their 
REACH commitment in front of their families, mentors and educators in the MCMS media 
center Tuesday. For more about the REACH program, visit http://reachga.org/.

Proposed Franklin 
poultry plant would 
include discharges 
into the Broad River

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

A $70 million poultry rendering plant for 

pet food ingredients is being proposed in 

Franklin County by Pilgrim’s Pride.  

The company touts the facility as a way 

to be environmentally friendly by process-

ing chicken byproducts instead of dumping 

them in a landfill, but opponents of the 

facility say it would not be good for the 

environment, including the Broad River in 

Madison County. 

Bobby Martin, tax commissioner of 

Franklin County, who doesn’t live far from 

the proposed facility, has been outspoken in 

his opposition to the proposal.

“I want the people of Madison County 

to understand the significant risk that this 

company is posing to the Broad River,” 

Pilgrim’s Pride says facility 
will meet state clean water 

standards; opponents not so sure


