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By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

The county seat is positioning itself for expansion.

Danielsville leaders voted last week to proceed 

with a “letter of condition” for a $5,986,000 loan/

grant package from the United States Department 

of Agriculture (USDA) for sewer upgrades and 

expansion.

The loan portion of the package is for $3,186,000 

to be paid back over 40 years at an interest rate 

of 1.125 percent, which USDA officials Rhonda 

Burnette and Kathleen Henderson said was the low-

est rate in memory. The remaining $2,677,000 will 

be administered through a USDA grant. The funds 

also include $94,500 in tap fees and a $28,500 

research grant. 

The monthly payment will be $8,252 and the loan 

will be secured by a $3,186,00 wastewater revenue 

bond. 

Mayor Michael Wideman and the council 

expressed their pleasure at the city finally be able 

to qualify for a USDA loan/grant package and were 

particularly pleased by the low interest rate. 

USDA officials explained that the interest rate 

cannot go up between accepting the letter of condi-

tion and the loan closing, but if it were to drop even 

more, the city would get that rate. 

The city has raised its water and sewer rates in 

recent months, particularly on its high-user custom-

ers, which include county government and school 

system entities. They also implemented a small 

yearly increase on both commercial and residential 

customers. These actions enabled them to be able 

to secure the loan by showing they would have the 

refunds to repay the loan. 

The next step will be to bid the project. 

 “I couldn’t be happier,” Mayor Wideman said 

after the vote. “I think this will be a turning point for 

us by doubling the sewer capacity that will in turn 

help to grow Danielsville.”

The city has been working on trying to obtain a 

federal funds since 2015, according to Turnipseed 

Engineering officials. 

City Clerk Susan Payne said the approximately 

400 existing sewer customers will be able to hook 

onto the new system free of charge, without a tap 

fee. 

Danielsville plans to double city’s sewer capacity

Madison Co. 
cases, hospital 
admissions 
double over 
last month

Madison County’s 

confirmed COVID-19 

cases and total hospi-

talizations have doubled 

over the past month. 

The Aug. 11 Georgia 

Department of Public 

Health report shows 

Madison County with 

a total of 417 COVID-

19 cases since March. 

That’s up from 162 on 

July 11. Meanwhile, the 

DPH lists 24 hospital-

izations for Madison 

County between July 11 

and Aug. 11, up from 21 

to 45.

The state reports six 

COVID-19 deaths 

in Madison County. 

The most-recent death 

reported by the DPH 

was a 65-year-old white 

female with a listing of 

“unknown” for pre-ex-

isting conditions. Other 

deaths include: a black 

man, 71, with pre-exist-

ing conditions; a black 

woman, 78, with no 

pre-existing conditions; 

an 87-year-old white 

man with no pre-exist-

ing conditions; a white 

woman over 90, with 

pre-existing conditions 

listed as “unknown”; 

and a 72-year-old white 

male with pre-exist-

ing conditions listed as 

“unknown.”

As of Aug. 11, the 

health department 

reported 222,588 cases 

statewide, 4,351 deaths, 

21,031 hospitalizations 

and 3,842 intensive care 

admissions since March.  

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

It’s been five months since the buses 

rolled and county schools were full of 

students. 

That changes Friday. Madison 

County school bells will ring once 

more as students return in a truly 

strange time for the United States 

of America and countries across the 

globe. A coronavirus pandemic has 

disrupted the modern world in a pro-

found way. 

But Madison County educators are 

trying to make children’s experiences 

as safe and normal as possible. They 

have instituted extra safety precautions 

for those on the county system’s seven 

campuses. 

Superintendent Michael Williams 

said he wants people to understand 

that the school system is taking safety 

very seriously.

“We’re going to wear our masks; 

we’re going to sanitize,” said Williams. 

“We’re cleaning the buildings. We’ve 

got hand sanitizer dispensers for every 

room. We’ve got traffic flowing in 

one direction or at least we’re trying 

to make sure it flows in one direction. 

We’re spacing out during lunch. We’re 

rotating lunch. And morning proce-

dures and afternoon procedures are 

different. We’re taking the precautions, 

but it doesn’t mean that people aren’t 

going to get it. I think we’re going to 

have some cases. That’s obvious. We 

just need to do the things appropriately 

so we don’t have a huge outbreak. We 

just want to limit the number of expo-

sures. Everybody has to do their part 

— our parents, our staff, our students.”

THE NEW ONLINE SYSTEM

Like school systems across the 

country, Madison County shut down 

in March in a hurry and without a 

chance to prepare. But the fall is a 

different story. There has been con-

siderable planning over the past few 

months for the return of school. 

This includes a focus on developing 

a better online learning option in the 

event of a shutdown. Madison Coun-

ty is implementing Canvas Learning 

Management System, which allows 

teachers to upload online lessons in a 

central location.

Williams said the extra week of 

teacher planning gave teachers time 

to become acquainted with the new 

system.

“Everything will be housed in Can-

vas,” he said. “That’s where we’ll 

push out lessons. And so teachers need 

to become familiar with this. And it 

should be better and easier than what 

we have had in the past. But it takes 

some training. And I told our teachers 

that things have changed over the 

years. There’s no more chalkboards. 

The overhead projectors have come 

and gone, and now this is just another 

shift and change in how we deliver 

instruction and we will get through it.” 

All Madison County students will 

get Chromebooks, and Williams said 

those “should start rolling those out 

next week” to students. 

“Teachers will then start working 

with students, showing them how to 

navigate Canvas,” he said. “It’s just 

one location for everything. Teachers 

will just upload whatever assignments. 

It’s just one log on and everything will 

be there.” 

Williams said that as of Aug. 7, 

502 students were enrolled for online 

learning instead of in-person instruc-

tion — about 10 percent of the student 

population. 

“We’re trying to be flexible and 

make sure those students are served,” 

he said. “We understand there’s the 

unknown, and if people choose the 

online option, we want to make it as 

best as we can for our kids. 

THE MASK 

REQUIREMENT

While masks have been a source 

of some societal conflict, Williams 

doesn’t anticipate problems with the 

school mask mandate when social 

Higdon elected new chairman

Back to class
Madison Co. students return to school Friday

Preschool teacher Tanner Sartain stands next to a desk with a plexiglass divider Monday at the Early 
Learning Center. Photos by Zach Mitcham

Bookkeeper and administrative assistant Karen Fitzpatrick and 
superintendent Michael Williams look at a document at the Early 
Learning Center Monday.

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Todd Higdon was elected 

Tuesday as the new chair-

man of the Madison County 

Board of Commissioners. 

He defeated incumbent 

John Scarborough in the 

Republican runoff 2,849 

(61.2 percent) to 1,806 

(38.8 percent). There is 

no Democratic opposition 

in November. Higdon will 

take office in January.

“I’m very humbled by 

everyone coming out and 

supporting us today,” said 

Higdon. “I feel like my 

message of unity, commu-

nication and better trans-

parency resonated through-

out the county.” 

Higdon, who served 

two terms as mayor of 

Danielsville, said city res-

idents can now feel like 

they’re part of the county.

“Because we’re going 

to include them,” he said. 

“The whole goal is to get 

everyone on the same 

page.”

TODD HIGDON

Chandler tops Gillespie; Leverett defeats Strickland

Schools implement 
safety measures
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