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Words are easy. Action is 

much harder and requires a 

rare level of commitment to 

a cause.

But in Hoschton during 

2019, one group backed 

up their words with action. 

Using shoe-leather to gath-

er names and hiring a law-

yer to pursue their case, the 

Hoschton recall committee 

did something exceedingly 

rare in Georgia — take a re-

call effort beyond the courts 

and to a call for a vote.

In the end, the group’s ef-

forts led to the resignations 

of Hoschton Mayor Theresa 

Kenerly and mayor pro tem 

Jim Cleveland. While the 

scheduled January recall 

election has been canceled 

following the resignations, 

that likely wouldn’t have 

happened without the pres-

sure of an impending recall 

vote.

Because of their impact 

on the community’s politi-

cal dynamics, and the legal 

precedent it set in the state 

for future recall move-

ments, the Hoschton recall 

committee is The Jackson 

Herald’s Newsmaker of the 

Year for 2019.

BACKGROUND: The 

recall movement was born 

out of frustration in August 

following several months of 

intense controversy and dis-

putes in the small town.

Kenerly came under fire 

in May after a fellow coun-

cil member said she did not 

include the resume of a can-

didate for city administrator 

because he is black and she 

didn’t know if the city was 

“ready for that.” In a follow-

ing news article, Cleveland 

defended Kenerly and add-

ed his views against interra-

cial relationships.

The town was quickly la-

beled as being “racist” and 

the news went national. The 

town received hate mail and 

nasty phone calls from all 

across the country.

Locally, the backlash 

was also strong and vocal. 

Many local citizens called 

for Kenerly and Cleveland 

to resign. Churches held 

prayer vigils about the situa-

tion. The leaders of the local 

Republican and Democratic 

Newsmaker of the Year: Hoschton recall committee

Mary Morrison, a longtime Hoschton resident, was one of the critics who 
spoke against Hoschton’s leadership and who led a recall effort in the town 
during 2019.

Past Herald choices for Newsmaker of the Year
Those previously selected as “Newsmakers of the Year” were:

•2018 Marty Clark and the ag facility steering committee

•2017 Warehouse growth

•2016 Mark Beardsley, Commerce News editor

•2015 Steve Nichols, director of public safety

•2014 John Jackson, Jefferson City Schools superintendent

•2013 April Howard, Jackson County Schools superintendent

•2012 Brantley Gilbert, country musician

•2011 Shannon Adams, county school superintendent

•2010 Shane Short, chamber of commerce president

•2009 Katherine Rintoul, Scott Rogers and Bill Garner, Pen-

dergrass “whistleblowers”

•2008 Shaun Whitehead, solider killed in Iraq

•2007 Darren Glenn, Jefferson police chief

•2006 Kathy Wilbanks, county BOE chairman

•2005 Pat Graham, Braselton mayor

•2004 Stan Evans, sheriff

•2003 Concerned Citizens of Jackson County

•2002 Scott Martin, IDA chair

•2001 Emil Beshara, BOC

•2000 Jerry Waddell, BOC chair

•1999 Rep. Scott Tolbert

•1998 Richard Cathey, chamber of commerce

•1997 Pat Bell, commissioner

•1996 Citizens United for a Better Jackson County

•1995 Ronnie Hopkins, Jefferson BOE chairman, and 

Andy Byers, Jackson County Schools superintendent

•1994 Jerry Waddell, BOC chair

•1993 Charles Segars, Arcade mayor

•1992 Bill Mahaffey, BOC chair

•1991 Sandy Beem, concerned citizen

•1990 Henry Robinson, BOC chair

See Newsmaker, page 2A

JANUARY

•Marty Clark was named 

newsmaker of the year for 

his efforts to develop the 

county agricultural facility.

•Hoschton City Council 

approved a “special assess-

ment” for public services on 

a 3-2 vote.

•Three new members of 

the Jackson County Board 

of Education were sworn in 

as members of the group.

•The Commerce Board 

of Education unanimously 

increased bus drivers pay to 

$21 an hour as a way to re-

tain and recruit new people.

•Jefferson High School 

wrestlers won their state 

duals championship for the 

18th year in a row.

•A grading contractor, a 

Gainesville company, for 

the SK Battery site in Com-

merce was picked.

•The groundbreaking for 

a new Jackson County High 

School was set for the end 

of the month.

•The Jackson County 

Board of Commissioners 

agreed to rezone property 

at the intersection of Hog 

Mountain Rd. and Storey 

Ln. to residential after an 

industrial proposal stirred 

opposition from neighbor-

ing property owners and a 

lawsuit against the county 

by the property’s owners.

FEBRUARY

•Increasing the earned 

income limit for exemption 

from school taxes was pro-

posed in the state legislature 

by Rep. Tommy Benton and 

the county elections board 

would be expanded from 

three to five members in an-

other change.

•Commerce mayor Clark 

Hill said the city would take 

a “slow and deliberate” ap-

proach to growth in the an-

nual “State of the City” talk.

•Retiring Superior Court 

Judge David Motes was 

honored with the William 

H. Booth Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award at the annu-

al Jackson County Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

banquet.

•Commerce High School 

won its sixth straight tradi-

tional wrestling champion-

ship.

•Early voting began on 

the special election for a $52 

million bond referendum 

to pay for the new Jackson 

2019 year in Jackson 

County reviewed

See Review, page 9A

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

Dirt.

Lots of dirt.

That was the scene 

across Jackson County in 

2019 as a number of major 

industrial and residential 

projects began grading. 

In Hoschton, the massive 

Cresswinds residential de-

velopment began grading 

roads. As the year ended, 

its developers got approval 

to begin marketing and sell-

ing lots this coming spring.

In rural West Jackson, 

the Jackson County School 

System’s new high school 

began taking shape with 

grading taking place for 

most of the year.

In Commerce, the mas-

sive SK battery plant be-

gan grading early in 2019 

and the structure itself was 

coming out of the ground as 

the year ended.

Also in Commerce, the 

new Southeast Toyota fa-

cility was graded in 2019 

on its property just south of 

town.

In Jefferson, another 

massive warehouse was 

graded at the Dry Pond exit.

Also in Jefferson, the site 

for the county’s new agri-

cultural facility was graded 

early in the year.

Altogether, the various 

projects represent a huge 

Economic Story of the Year: Big projects move tons of dirt

Provided by Joel Logan, Jackson County Government

A Dec. 5 aerial photo of the SK Innovation plant being built along I-85 in Commerce to manufacture 
batteries for electric vehicles. The plant is at the center of a growing legal dispute between SKI and a 
rival EV battery firm, LG Chem. Both are South Korean companies.

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

There were several pret-

ty big education related 

stories in 2019. The Com-

merce City School System 

announced plans to begin 

charging tuition for some 

out-of-district students and 

the Jefferson City School 

System completed a number 

of major facilities projects 

Education Story of the Year: 

County breaks ground  

on new high school

Provided by Joel Logan, Jackson County Government

Work continues on grading around 72 acres in 
West Jackson for the new $60 million Jackson 
County Comprehensive High School facility. The 
new school is slated to open in the fall of 2021. 

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

There was a lot of po-

litical news in 2019, but 

the agency that stayed in 

the spotlight the most was 

the Jackson County Board 

of Elections. From a new 

structure to two major con-

troversies, the board was 

repeatedly under a micro-

scope during the year. For 

that reason, it is The Jack-

son Herald’s Political Story 

of the Year.

The year began with Rep. 

Tommy Benton introduc-

ing legislation to change 

the board from its tradition-

al 3-member structure to a 

new 5-member board with 

four of those appointed by 

Political Story of the Year: 

County board of elections sees 

changes and controversy in 2019

By Mike Buffington
mike@mainstreetnews.com

It was the storm for the 

ages that slammed into 

Jackson County on Good 

Friday, washing out roads, 

causing sewerage to spill 

into rivers and flooding 

homes and businesses.

That Good Friday Storm 

will be one talked about for 

a generation and was Jack-

son County’s top Public 

Safety Story of the Year for 

2019.

The area hardest hit was 

Banks Crossing where 

businesses were closed 

due to a massive amount 

of flooding. Many roads 

were also closed due to the 

storm, preventing school 

Public Safety Story of the Year: 

Good Friday Storm of 2019
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