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Dixon hired as new MCHS principal
By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County has 

hired a new high school 

principal. 

Jamie Dixon, the former 

principal at East Jackson 

High School and principal 

at Colquitt County High 

School for the past three 

years, will replace princi-

pal George Bullock, who 

is taking the position of 

secondary curriculum/FTE 

coordinator in the school 

system’s central office.

“After an extensive inter-

view process and review-

ing a quality applicant pool, 

Mr. Dixon was the num-

ber-one candidate,” said 

Madison County School 

Superintendent Michael 

Williams. “He is an expe-

rienced principal that has 

great recommendations, 

works well with the facul-

ty and staff, and puts stu-

dents at the forefront. He 

is energetic and will come 

to Madison County High 

School and build on the 

student success already 

established. He will finish 

his contractual obligations 

in Colquitt and begin work-

ing at Madison County in 

June.”

Dixon said he’s excited 

to serve as the new MCHS 

principal. 

“I knew about Madison 

County schools and was 

just up the street (at East 

Jackson),” said Dixon. “I 

knew about their oper-

ations and that they did 

things well. So when this 

job became available, 

it was a chance for us to 

come home, number one, 

and number two, work in a 

fantastic school system that 

will allow us to spread our 

wings, so to speak.”

Dixon has served as a 

principal for the past eight 

years, five at East Jackson 

and three at Colquitt 

County, but he didn’t begin 

his career in education. 

The North Georgia College 

graduate served for six 

years in the Marine Corps, 

then worked at the Fulton 

County Police Department 

and Fire Department, work-

ing as an officer and a field 

trainer. 

“And then, at 38 years 

of age, I decided I want-

ed to do something a little 

different,” said Dixon, who 

began working for Fulton 

County schools, with his 

first six months as a school 

resource officer, then sub-

sequently as an educator, 

athletic director and assis-

tant principal. “I’m kind 

of all over the spectrum in 

regards to my service to the 

community and I look for-

ward to bringing all those 

characteristics.”

Dixon said his leadership 

style has been refined over 

the years, but he said it’s 

rooted in his early years.

“That was developed 

by my mom and dad who 

preached responsibility and 

accountability and then 

was completely refined by 

the United States Marine 

Corps,” he said. “Long 

story short, I bring a bunch 

of different experiences to 

the table, and I call on those 

experiences all the time and 

I love building relationships 

with kids and I try to help 

them with my own personal 

experience. I love to go to 

classrooms. I love to see 

kids and talk about things.”

Dixon said “job number 

one is serving the students 

and helping them realize 

their dreams, whatever they 

may be.”

“Philosophically speak-

ing, I embrace every avenue 

that leads to graduation,” 

he said. “We’re going to 

promote everything from 

AP programs to CTAE pro-

grams. We’re going to rees-

tablish our relationship with 

Kubota Tractors and things 

of that nature for kids in 

the welding program. We’re 

going to be an economic 

advantage to the county and 

to our kids, because we’re 

going to serve their interests 

specifically from an indi-

vidual basis. Who wants to 

go to UGA? Who wants to 

go to MIT? Who wants to 

go wherever? We’re going 

to facilitate that and give 

them every opportunity to 

live that dream.”

The new principal 

said helping students get 

employment right out of 

high school, if that’s their 

preference, is something he 

can help make happen.

“If you want to go to work 

right out of high school, the 

job market is booming, par-

ticularly for skilled labor,” 

he said. “We’re going to 

address that and make sure 

those opportunities are 

there. I have very specific 

insight with that. We did a 

really good job with that at 

East Jackson and I continue 

to do that down here. Long 

story short, we just want to 

serve every kid in an indi-

vidualized way so they can 

live their dream.”

Dixon and his wife, Teri, 

JAMIE DIXON

See “Dixon” on 2A

Home destroyed, others 
damaged in Monday storm

Severe weather damaged several homes in Madison County 

Monday afternoon.

“We had two tornadoes come through Madison County,” said 

Madison County Commission Chairman Todd Higdon Monday 

evening, adding that Hwy. 29 was briefly shut down due to debris 

from the storm. “One was on Christmas Circle and one was on 

Strickland Circle. Three houses were damaged and there were no 

injuries.”

One home was totally destroyed off Christmas Circle. The Red 

Cross was called to assist a male and female occupant of the house.

County 911 director Brenan Baird said his office received 82 

calls between noon and 6 p.m. Monday, with multiple “road 

blocked” calls due to storm debris.

He said the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) had not confirmed that there were tornado touchdowns 

but said the Georgia Emergency Management Agency (GEMA) 

indicated that there was either one tornado that touched down 

twice or two tornadoes that came from the same cell in the same 

area.

Higdon thanked the sheriff’s office, code enforcement, EMS, 

fire departments, Rescue service and 911 for their work in the 

storm.

BOC says ‘No’ to beer 
and wine at Hwy. 29 store

By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

The Kwik Chek Food Mart at the 

Hwy. 29 intersection in Hull hasn’t 

been able to sell alcohol for some 

time. And that will remain the case 

after a county commission vote 

Monday to deny the owner of the 

business a beer-and-wine license. 

The issue is this: Does John Betts, 

the owner of Dogsboro LLC, who 

was applying for the license, run 

the store or is he acting under the 

direction of Mohammad Shafiq, the 

property owner and former owner of 

the store who is no longer eligible for 

a beer-and-wine license due to his 

criminal record?

Betts, who said he is recovering 

from surgery and covid, has not been 

at recent meetings in which the alco-

hol license was discussed. And com-

missioner Theresa Bettis said last 

month that Betts needed to be pres-

ent before the board could vote on 

the matter. Betts attended Monday’s 

meeting but remained silent, except 

to inform the board of his medical 

issues, while store manager Melanie 

Dove spoke for him.

Dove insisted that Shafiq had 

no connection to the store, saying 

he merely accepted rent checks of 

$4,000 per month for the building, 

a rate she said Shafiq reduced from 

$6,000 due to the financial strain of 

not having a beer-and-wine license. 

“He just wants his rent,” she said 

of Shafiq.

Dove, who said she has been with 

the store since the beginning of the 

year, said the lack of an alcohol 

license has hurt the business, since 

people stopping to buy alcohol often 

buy something else as well. And she 

provided the board with Dogsboro 

LLC tax returns from the store, which 

showed a slight profit in 2018 and a 

small loss in 2019. She said she had 

done everything possible to prove 

that Dogsboro LLC was not run by 

Shafiq.

“I don’t know what else I can do to 

show you this,” said Dove. 

Bettis, who is stepping down as a 

BOC member at the end of the month 

and who serves as principal at Hull-

Sanford Elementary, which is not far 

from the store, adamantly opposed 

awarding the license and she pep-

pered Dove with questions about the 

store operations. Commissioner Terry 

Chandler also said he couldn’t sup-

port awarding a license to the busi-

ness based on its history. The store 

was part of a multi-business Georgia 

County commissioners denied a request by Dogsboro LLC for a beer-and-
wine license at the Kwik Chek at the intersection of Hwy. 29 and Glenn 
Carrie Road.

See “BOC” on 2A

Leaders offer overview at ‘state-of-county’ event
By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County leaders from the 

county, cities and schools took the 

podium in the Jackson EMC commu-

nity room April 29 to talk about the 

state of affairs in Madison County.

The mood of the event was upbeat 

with the general consensus that the 

state of the county is better than this 

time last year. 

Madison County School 

Superintendent reviewed the chal-

lenges of the past year, going back to 

the school shutdown and uncertain-

ties last spring. 

“It was hard to see our kids leave 

and we thought we’d see them in a 

week or two but that didn’t happen,” 

he said of the shutdown.

After the shutdown, school officials 

began to work on making online 

learning feasible for all students, 

using sales tax funds to make sure 

each student had a laptop and partner-

ing with Jackson EMC and T-Mobile 

Madison County School Superintendent Michael Williams speaks at the 
annual “State-of-the-County” event held at Jackson EMC and planned 
by the Madison County Chamber of Commerce.

See “State of County” on 2A
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