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The Braselton Planning 

Commission recently vot-

ed to recommend approval 

of a request by Old Nor-

cross Investments, Inc., to 

annex and rezone 55 acres 

on Hoyt Wood Rd. at Ed-

naville Rd. for a subdivi-

sion.

The request for an R-3 

zoning request would al-

low the construction of  

106 homes adjacent to the 

Fox Creek subdivision, un-

der the condition that the 

developers provide ame-

nities such as a pool and 

cabana accessible to Fox 

Creek residents. Develop-

ers agreed to include trails 

so that the subdivision’s 

amenities are accessible to 

Fox Creek residents.

Representatives of Old 

Norcross Investments said 

that a playground is like-

ly to be included in the  

amenities offered.

Another condition re-

quires that amenities be 

maintained by a joint 

homeowner’s association.

The homes built will be at 

least 2,000 sq. ft. per dwell-

ing, constructed of brick, 

stacked stone, cedar shake, 

stucco or fiber cement sid-

ing. Double garages will be 

included for each unit.

The Braselton Town 

Council will have final say 

on the project.

Braselton planners OK 106-home project

By Wesleigh Sagon

It was a small and humble celebration 

for such a big occasion as Connie Hakes 

Warren’s friends and family rallied togeth-

er to celebrate her 100th birthday on the 

patio at her Hoschton home tucked away 

in Southampton Falls, where she lives 

with her son and daughter-in-law.

As the family had to forfeit their 

Thanksgiving and Christmas reunions as 

the pandemic continues, they said noth-

ing would stop them from celebrating this 

very special day.

“We have all been vaccinated for 

COVID-19 so we are praying that we will 

be safe,” said Warren’s daughter, Wanda 

Green.

“I’m very happy to see my family,” said 

Connie Warren. “I haven’t seen them in 

months.”

Though Warren knew her birthday cel-

ebration would be a little different from 

years past, there were still a few surprises. 

She received many bouquets of flowers 

and a basket full of cards from her loved 

ones stopping by to wish her a happy day 

Hoschton woman 

celebrates a century

Connie Warren and her family and friends 

celebrated her 100th birthday on Sunday, 

March 21. Warren was born on March 21, 

1921. Shown from left to right are: Adam 

Baker, grandson; Andy Green, son-in-law; 

Wanda Green, daughter; Jim Warren, son; 

Shari Warren, daughter-in-law; Alisa Baker, 

granddaughter; Kasey Knight, friend of Al-

isa Baker and Connie Warren (front). See 

more photos on page 2.

Photos by Wesleigh Sagon

Connie Warren holds a drawing of herself on her wedding day. She married James 

Warren on July 8, 1944. Lisa Guthrie, Warren’s family member, drew and sent the 

portrait to Mrs. Warren for her 100th birthday.

See 100, page 2A

The Georgia Department of Pub-

lic Health (DPH) and Governor Brian 

Kemp have announced the state will 

expand its COVID vaccine eligibili-

ty beginning March 25, to include all 

Georgians aged 16 and older.

Increased COVID vaccine supply 

and significant progress in vaccinat-

ing Georgia seniors allows the state to 

move forward and to ensure all vaccine 

doses are being put into arms.

To find a vaccination location or 

to schedule an appointment, log on 

to dph.ga.gov/covidvaccine or visit 

Vaccine now 

available for 

all over age 16 

in Georgia

See Vaccine, page 2A

By Scott Thompson

After echoing falsehoods 

about the 2020 elections in 

Georgia pushed by former 

President Donald Trump and 

many of his proponents over 

the last several months, U.S. 

Rep. Jody Hice announced 

Monday, March 22, that 

he will challenge incum-

bent Secretary of State Brad 

Raffensperger for the office 

in next year’s Republican pri-

mary.

Hice, who is in his fourth 

term representing Georgia’s 

10th Congressional District, 

which includes Barrow Coun-

ty, quickly gained Trump’s 

endorsement, as well as that 

of the congressman’s prede-

cessor, Paul Broun.

“Free and fair elections are 

the foundation of our coun-

try,” Hice said in a two-para-

graph statement announcing 

his bid. “What Brad Raffen-

sperger did was create cracks 

in the integrity of our elec-

tions, which I wholehearted-

ly believe individuals took 

advantage of in 2020. …If 

elected, I will instill confi-

dence in our election process 

by upholding the Georgia 

Hice 

announces run 

for secretary 

of state against 

Raffensperger

See Hice, page 2A

A man was killed in a 

West Jackson fire last week. 

The fire occurred on March 

24 on Davenport Rd.

The West Jackson Fire 

Department, North Jackson 

Volunteer Fire Department, 

Jackson Trail Fire Depart-

ment and Jackson County 

Correctional Institute made 

an “aggressive interior at-

tack on the structure along 

with interior search for 

a victim,” according to a 

WJFD update.

Lt. Nate Shuller and FAO 

Chris Spruill, with the Jack-

son Trail Fire Department, 

rescued the man from the 

structure. He was transport-

ed to an area hospital by 

Jackson County EMS.

He later died from his in-

juries.

The Georgia State Fire 

Marshal’s Office is investi-

gating.

Man dies in West Jackson house fire

Photo from West Jackson Fire Department Facebook

One man died after being rescued by firemen from 
a West Jackson house fire. The fire occurred March 
24 on Davenport Rd.

Photo courtesy West 

Jackson Fire Department

A man died last week 

from injuries sustained 

in a West Jackson house 

fire. The fire occurred 
March 24 on Davenport 

Rd.

Photo courtesy West 

Jackson Fire Department

Two firemen rescued 
a man from a burning 

home in a West Jackson 

fire last week. The man 
later died from his inju-

ries.

Braselton’s mayor and town 

council will hold a strategic 

planning meeting on April 1 

from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Town leaders will discuss 

priorities and goals for the 

next 12-18 months, along with 

Braselton to hold 

planning session

See Braselton, page 2A

The number of COVID cases across 

Northeast Georgia Health System has 

remained low over the past two weeks.

As of March 29, the hospital system 

was treating 40 COVID patients with 

nine at Northeast Georgia Medical 

Center Braselton.

Systemwide, NGHS had a new re-

cord low on March 28 (since it began 

reporting COVID numbers in late April 

2020) with 21 COVID patients and six 

at NGMC Braselton.

NGHS has administered 11,538 vac-

cine doses to its employees, along with 

17,887 vaccines to members of the 

community.

BRASELTON AREA AND STATE

As of March 28, there have been 

849,607 confirmed COVID cases 

NGHS COVID 

totals remain low

See COVID, page 2A


