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A Madison County man 

died in a four-wheeler acci-

dent on Roy Woods Road 

Sunday.

James Shook, 19, 

Danielsville, lost his life in 

an accident that occurred 

at approximately 2:04 p.m. 

April 11.

According to a report from 

the Georgia State Patrol, 

Shook was operating a 2006 

Arctic 500 four-wheeler 

when he lost control while 

negotiating a curve and the 

vehicle overturned. He was 

not wearing a helmet. Shook 

was pronounced dead at 

Piedmont Athens Regional 

Medical Center. 

By Mike Buffington

mike@mainstreetnews.com

As a Sunday deadline approached, SK Bat-

tery agreed to a settlement with LG Chem over 

a contentious dispute that had endangered the 

future of SK’s massive EV battery plants in 

Commerce.

According to Bloomberg News, SK agreed 

to pay $1.8 billion to LG Chem in the trade 

dispute to settle the case.

In February, the International Trade Com-

mission had ruled against SK in the dispute 

and imposed harsh sanctions which threatened 

the future of the firm’s new battery plants 

under construction in Commerce. 

SK had lobbied the Biden Administration 

to overturn the ITC’s ruling and threatened to 

pull out of the U.S. market if the ruling were 

upheld.

At stake was SK’s $2.6 billion investment in 

the plants and 2,600 jobs in Northeast Georgia.

Still, some observers seemed wary that 

Biden would overturn the ITC ruling. In a 

recent Zoom call with members of the Jackson 

County Area Chamber of Commerce board 

of directors, officials with Sen. Raphael War-

nock’s office encouraged a settlement in the 

dispute, saying that SK’s reliance on a pres-

idential intervention wasn’t a good strategy.

Jackson County officials had watched the 

case closely. The county, along with the state, 

had agreed to a large incentives package to 

lure SK to Commerce as the nexus of a high-

tech industrial boom in the Northeast Georgia 

area.

A number of state officials lined up to take 

credit for the deal.

Gov. Brian Kemp also gave kudos to local 

officials in an April 10 statement:

“The announcement of a settlement between 

SK innovation and LG Energy Solution is 

fantastic news for northeast Georgia and our 

state’s growing electric vehicle industry,” said 

Kemp. “Our state attracted this massive $2.6 

billion investment because of Georgia’s pro-

growth leadership, and I have personally par-

ticipated in countless meetings, calls, and 

other conversations to make sure this project 

and the 2,600 expected jobs continued to 

move forward. I want to offer a special thank 

you to local leadership in Jackson County and 

the city of Commerce, our incredible partners 

with the government of South Korea both 

here and in Seoul, as well as the Office of the 

United States Trade Representative for assist-

ing the two companies through the settlement 

negotiations process.”

Settlement reached in SK dispute

Man dies 
in 4-wheeler 
accident

A bird’s eye view rendering of SK Battery in Commerce.

D’ville City 
Hall reopens 
with restrictions

By Margie Richards

margie@mainstreetnews.com

Danielsville City Hall has 

reopened to the public. 

The city council voted 

Monday night to reopen 

city hall during regular 

business hours, 8 a.m. to 

5 p.m. Monday through 

Friday. The building has 

been closed due to COVID-

19 precautions. 

Those entering the build-

ing must wear masks and 

maintain social distancing 

guidelines, city clerk Susan 

Payne said. Patrons should 

also not come into the 

building if they are expe-

riencing a fever, cough or 

other flu-like symptoms. 

In other business Monday 

night, the council approved 

the 2020 budget as the 2021 

MCHS searches for a new principal

George Bullock has been principal of Madison Coun-
ty High School for nine years. File photo

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Applications have been received and 

interviews are being scheduled next week 

for the position of Madison County High 

School principal.

Madison County School Superinten-

dent Michael Williams said 11 people had 

applied as of Tuesday. A search committee 

of parents, teachers and staff were sched-

uled to meet Wednesday to review applica-

tions, and a recommendation to the school 

board could come early next month.

“We’ve got some quality applications 

and we’ll try to have a decision by the first 

week of May to present to the board,” he 

said. 

George Bullock has served as principal 

for nine years and worked at the high 

school for 13 years. He isn’t moving far 

away, just to the central office, where he 

has accepted a job as secondary curric-

ulum/FTE coordinator, replacing Brittan 

Ayers, who has taken a job with the Geor-

gia Department of Education. 

Williams said Bullock has served MCHS 

very well, overseeing a lot of academic 

success. He noted the school’s 95 percent 

graduation rate. 

“It’s not all been George; it’s been teach-

ers, students and parents, but he’s helped 

grow the tradition of academic success at 

Madison County High School,” said Wil-

liams. “He’s done a really good job over 

the years.”

Williams said he believes Bullock will 

be an asset for the system in his new role, 

where he replaces Ayers, who the super-

intendent said is a guru in understanding 

federal education guidelines. Williams said 

he believes the stability in leadership posi-

tions over the years at the county schools 

and central office has been helpful to the 

system.   

“Part of the success here has been the 

consistency with leadership at all of our 

Landon Hall hits a forehand Monday during the Region 8-AAAA tennis tour-
nament at Madison County High School. See more on 6A. Photo by Ben Munro

Region tennis action

Decision likely in early May

Schools considering 
best use of federal 
Rescue Plan money
By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County schools 

will receive $8.8 million 

through the $1.9 trillion Amer-

ican Rescue Plan, and school 

leaders are looking at how to 

best utilize that money for the 

students and citizens of the 

county. 

School superintendent 

Michael Williams said 20 per-

cent of those funds for learn-

ing loss due to coronavirus. 

Madison County has remained 

face-to-face for most of the 

year, while many school sys-

tems in the country and some 

in Georgia have been virtual 

for 2020-21. 

“This is a one-time allotment 

for us and we’re appreciative 

of those funds and we’re in the 

planning process,” he said. 

The superintendent said 

funds could be used for after 

school and summer learn-

ing, as well as technology 

upgrades.

The county government is 

receiving roughly $5.7 million 

in Rescue Plan money and 

looking at using the funds for 

broadband access to all county 

homes. Williams said there’s a 

possibility the school system 

could work with the county 

on that. 

“We’re looking into the pos-

sibility of contributing or work-

ing with the broadband issue 

with the county — that’s going 

to be a consideration,” he said. 

In other matters, Williams 

reported that there are cur-

rently no students positive 

for coronavirus as of Tues-

day, with 11 students under 

quarantine. There is one staff 

member positive with the 

virus. Meanwhile, coronavirus 

vaccinations are continuing 

to be administered to school 

staff who have requested the 

shots. Assistant superintendent 

Mandy Wommack report-

ed Tuesday that 293 school 

employees have participated 

in the vaccine program, with 

some other employees getting 

the shots elsewhere. Williams 

praised Wommack’s work 

in coordinating the vaccina-

tion program with the county 

health department, which he 

said has run smoothly.

— See more from the April 

board of education meeting in 

the next issue.

See “Principal” on 3A


