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The county seat may be able to double its sewage capac-

ity thanks to a federal loan and grant.

An Oct. 27 press release from the United States Depart-

ment of Agriculture stated 

that the City of Danielsville has received a major loan 

and grant for its sewer services through the Water and 

Waste Disposal Loan and Grant Program.  

“In Georgia as part of today’s announcement, a 

$3,186,000 loan and $2,677,000 grant will be used to 

upgrade and expand the sewer system for the city of 

Danielsville,” the USDA stated. “Average daily flow will 

be increased to provide capacity for additional customers 

and address treatment deficiencies.”

This is part of the Trump Administrations $891 million 

investment to modernize rural drinking water and waste-

water infrastructure in 43 states.

Danielsville Mayor Michael Wideman said the funds 

will be a huge boost to the town. 

“It’s going to be a great thing and will hopefully help us 

double the capacity of the sewage pond so we’re skating 

the line with the Environmental Protection Division,” he 

said. 

The city sewage pond behind Madison County High 

School has long been a headache for city officials, who 

note that it’s near capacity and that business growth in the 

town is hampered by the town’s limited ability to handle 

sewage. Wideman said that with the upgrades that “if an 

Ingles moved in, we’d be able to handle that.” 

The upgrades will also help the town provide sewage 

services to Sherwood Subdivision with no hook up fees 

County 
sees 38% 
turnout as 
of Monday

The big day is almost here. 

The 2020 Presidential elec-

tion is set for Tuesday. 

Turnout has been high 

across the country, in Georgia 

and in Madison County. 

Nearly two of every five 

registered voters in Madison 

County had already cast their 

ballots as of Monday after-

noon — 8,234 votes out of 

21,491 voters (38.3 percent). 

Madison County Board of 

Elections and Registration 

Chair Tracy Dean reported 

that 5,669 county residents 

had voted in her office as of 

the close of business Mon-

day. And the 2,535 absentee 

ballots had been received. 

The office had 453 ballots 

cast during Saturday voting, 

Oct. 24.

Early voting continues 

daily from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

through Friday. There will be 

no Saturday voting this week 

or early voting on Monday, 

Nov. 2. Voters should go to 

the polling precinct to cast 

their ballot on Tuesday, not 

the elections office. But those 

with questions about where 

to vote can call the elections 

office at 706-795-6335.

Dean said voting at her 

office, which has 10 voting 

machines, has run smoothly 

after some first-week issues 

with the state computer sys-

tem.

“It’s working well now,” 

she said. 

Dean said her office has 

already scanned in the absen-

tee ballots they have received, 

though those figures aren’t 

tallied until the polls close. 

She said the early scanning 

will help the office have 

quicker final numbers on 

election night.

Dean said people need to 

remember that they cannot 

campaign within 150 feet of 

a polling site. That means 

wearing a hat or shirt or other 

clothing with a candidate’s 

name.

BOE hears again about masks
No decision on school mask 

policy reached Tuesday
By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

It was round two of COVID-

19 talks with the county school 

board Tuesday night, but no 

votes were taken. 

Local school officials called 

the meeting to hear from stu-

dents, parents and teachers 

regarding the continuation of 

coronavirus safety guidelines 

set by the board this summer. 

Should they continue as they 

are?

There’s no consensus on the 

question. And the split in the 

crowd in the board meeting 

room between those wearing 

masks and not wearing any 

facial covering highlighted the 

difference of opinion. 

Fifteen speakers were on the 

agenda to address the BOE 

Tuesday, primarily focusing 

on the requirement that masks 

be worn on school campuses 

when social distancing is not 

possible. 

Madison County Middle 

School teacher and coach Eric 

Berryman, who said he and his 

wife both had COVID, asked 

the board to do away with the 

mask mandate. He said he 

often sees medical personnel 

not wearing masks in public. 

And he said the community 

has held events without out-

breaks. 

“There have been several 

Friday nights this school year 

where the home side of the 

football stadium has been 

shoulder to shoulder with peo-

ple from all over the communi-

ty,” he said. “We also hosted a 

county fair.”

He added that thousands of 

people will participate in trick 

or treating this weekend.

Berryman and others oppos-

ing a mask mandate said that a 

number of surrounding coun-

ties have a “mask optional” 

policy. And he said he has spo-

ken with coaches and teacher 

in other counties who say that 

less than 10 percent of students 

are wearing masks and they’re 

not having outbreaks.

He said that unless people 

are 100-percent consistent in 

wearing a mask, they don’t 

have any grounds to argue.

“If you’re anywhere out 

in the community without a 

mask, even prior to tonight, 

you’ve already invalidated your 

own argument,” he said.

Madison County Middle 

School counselor Teddi Shriner 

spoke of her own health issues 

and the fact that she is at high 

risk for complications from 

COVID-19. She said she has 

been very proud of the school 

system and how it has looked 

out for those with health issues 

by having a mask requirement. 

She said she doesn’t want to 

see that changed. 

“We have done an excep-

tional job; not once have I felt 

unsafe going to work,” she 

said. “I voted that we keep our 

mask policy in place but make 

some changes so that people 

can have a break.” 

Madison County High 

School student Wyatt Herndon 

said he felt the one-way-only  

hall directions that were put 

in place at the start of school 

could be eliminated, but he said 

he didn’t want to see the mask 

requirement abandoned.

“We are a quarter of the way 

in and we haven’t had to shut 

down the school unexpected-

ly,” said Herndon. “I believe 

this is due to the regulations 

that have been in place. And 

dare I say, the mask require-

ments.”

Herndon said masks are a 

matter of being good to one 

another.

“I can expect people to be 

courteous to me and my health 

and it is my duty to be courte-

ous of their health as well,” he 

said. “It’s a simple fundamental 

idea of being courteous to each 

other. It’s the golden rule. It’s 

our duty as Americans. And the 

Bible tells us to treat each other 

as we would treat ourselves.”

Madison County High 

School student Coby Hen-

dricks wants to see the mask 

mandate eliminated. 

“I used to love school, but 

now I hate it,” he said. 

Hendricks said he has been 

“called out by teachers for not 

wearing a mask in empty hall-

ways, even though I’m follow-

ing the guidelines.”

“After having cancer, I turned 

into a germaphobe and I’ve 

always been a very clean per-

son,” he said. “I have learned 

healthy habits to help build 

my immune system. After my 

treatments, my oncologist told 

me I did not have to wear a 

mask, because I was healthy 

and that would only weaken 

my immune system. When I 

wear masks, it brings back so 

many bad memories of me 

Madison County school board members listend to arguments for and against keeping 
mask requirements in schools. Pictured (L-R) are Angie McGinnis, Cindy Nash, Super-
intendent Michael Williams, Chairman Robert Hooper, Byron Lee and Brenda Moon.

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Emergency calls don’t always reach emergency 

workers and volunteers in Madison County — at least 

not in a timely manner. 

And officials say problems are due to an outdated 

radio system. So county commissioners are almost 

ready to pull the trigger on a new system. 

“This is public safety,” said District 3 commissioner 

Theresa Bettis. “I would not like to delay this any lon-

ger. We have to make it work. It’s life and death and 

it’s critical. Don’t want to postpone any further. We 

need to come together.”

Other commissioners agree that action is needed 

quickly, but the group ultimately agreed to wait a week 

to review documents presented by 911 director Brenan 

Baird. 

The county received two bids for a new system and 

Baird recommended that the commissioners approve 

a contract with Mobile Communications America, 

Inc. (MCA) for $1,069,084 for a new radio system. 

The board also received a proposal from Gunby 

Communications, Inc. for $984,353. Gunby has han-

dled radio services for over 20 years, and Baird said 

the service has not met the needs of the county and that 

MCA will be a far better option. 

County commissioners agreed last year to allocate 

$905,000 in sales tax money for 911 upgrades. There 

is not enough sales tax money to handle all of the 

necessary upgrades, which include replacing the radio 

system and the old brick house that serves as the cur-

rent 911 center. Baird said that after the allocation of 

bonds, which allowed the county to get money up front 

instead of over six years, there is about $780,000 actu-

ally available in sales tax money. 

Commissioners will have to consider how much 

they’re willing to allocate to the upgrades beyond the 

sales tax money. Likewise, the proposed radio upgrade 

does not include the cost of new radios for county 

volunteer fire departments and city police departments 

who will need new devices to communicate with the 

new system. A couple of fire officials asked the board 

to provide funds for that instead of leaving the burden 

on the volunteer departments. 

“So far the proposal is fire departments to pay for 

own and the others are paid for out of the project,” said 

Danielsville chief Marc Perry. “We’re asking the com-

missioners for help on that.”

Baird said the total combined cost of the new radios 

for the VFDs and police departments is $163,498. 

A couple of commissioners expressed a desire to 

help out the departments with the cost, but no decisions 

were reached. 

“No one is wanting to delay this and everybody 

Old 911 radio system to get overhaul soon

See “911” on 2A

See “Masks” on 2A

See “D’ville” on 2A

Danielsville awarded 
federal funds for 

upgrades to sewer system

The Madison Couny dugout erupts as the Red Raiders pull away from Marist Friday 
in the Class AAAA state tournament. See Page 1B for more coverage. Photo by Zach 

Mitcham

Big Win!


