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The message 

had ended and 

the pastor asked 

if everyone would 

come and pray 

in the altar. That 

seemed like a 

great idea con-

sidering it was 

the first day of 

the new year. It’s 

a time of letting 

go and a time of 

new beginnings, but that 

moment was more to me. 

It reminded me of the faith-

fulness of Almighty God.

My son Zach took his 

son, Nate’s, hand and of 

course he said, “Come on 

Grammy,” as he reached 

for my hand. In a split sec-

ond we three were huddled 

in an altar of prayer. Now 

that may seem like an or-

dinary event, but we rarely 

attend church together, and 

I quickly realized it was 

an answer to prayers over 

years of time.

No I didn’t specifically 

ask God to let us 

be in the altar to-

gether, but this 

moment in time, 

is a symbol of 

the prayers I have 

prayed over the 

years. I asked God 

to save my chil-

dren, and I asked 

God to guide 

them in His will 

and serve Him all 

the days of their lives. I’ve 

also prayed for my grand-

children long before they 

were born and continue to 

pray today. “Lord save my 

grands; Lord use my grands 

all the days of their lives.”

The picture that is etched 

in my heart and my mind 

forever is a landmark of 

God’s faithfulness. With-

out a doubt, my son in the 

altar with me reminds me 

that God answers prayers. 

When I think of my two-

year-old grandson in the 

altar, I am reminded that 

God will answer prayers 

concerning Nate now and 

for years to come.

Several days later I had 

the opportunity to baby-sit 

Nate and Rylee Ann. It 

was Saturday night and I 

held this little princess in 

my arms. I marveled at her 

perfectly shaped fingers 

and toes. I watched her 

breathing ever so softly as 

she slept in her Grammy’s 

arms. Then, yet again, I was 

reminded of my prayers 

that were lifted up so many 

years ago.

I asked God for a little 

girl, and we had boys. Still, 

I trusted God because He 

knows what we need. I ac-

cepted that it must not be 

His will for me to have a 

daughter. I mean sons are 

wonderful. I believe my 

desire to mentor young la-

dies and see them grow in 

the Lord came from my ea-

gerness to have a daughter. 

Of course God faithfully 

answered my prayer in His 

all-knowing way. He gave 

me a whole group of hurt-

ing women at New Begin-

nings. I can never describe 

the blessings that are be-

stowed on my life every 

week as I work with the 

ladies.

Still God knew the deep-

est desire of my heart, and 

he blessed me with Rylee 

Ann. Today I am buying 

girly clothes, and big bows, 

and I can’t wait to see her 

dress up in a princess out-

fit. Just when I thought God 

answered my prayer in one 

way, He has given me a 

double blessing in this area 

of my life.

Oh my goodness!! I am 

totally amazed at the ways 

God works in our lives. My 

prayer is that we will have 

the faith to know that God 

hears our prayers, and He 

will answer them according 

to His perfect will and in 

His timing.

Sherry Lewis is pastor of 

New Beginnings Worship 

Center.

Three generations at the altar

sherry 

lewis

This week re-

member to pray 

for our president 

and the leader of 

our country but 

most of all the 

men and women 

serving our coun-

try. God Bless 

America.

Mark your cal-

endars, come on 

out and join us at 

the Bingo Benefit for Kac-

ey Reynolds’ Cancer Treat-

ment Fund on Friday, Jan. 

17, from 6 p.m. — 9 p.m. 

at the Homer Fire Depart-

ment. Debbie Reems is the 

host. Bingo cards will be 

$10 each. This will include 

a pinto bean supper. A 50/50 

donation will be excepted.

Happy birthday to Betty 

Meeks. She turned 90 on 

Thursday, Jan. 2. We want 

to wish her many more.

Congratulations to Cale 

Compton. He graduated 

from the Marine Corps Ba-

sic Training at 

Parris Island last 

week with the 

Lima Company. 

He will be Sta-

tioned at Camp 

LeJeune, North 

Carolina. Others 

that have recent-

ly joined and are 

serving include: 

Avery Martin, 

Toni Mullins, 

Gatlin Lunsford and Ty-

ler Sheridan. I for one am 

very proud of each one that 

serves and protects us.

The community was sad-

dened to hear of the passing 

of George Stewart Bolton.

Survivors include his 

sons, Ellis (Brenda) Bolton, 

Royston, and Chris (Kar-

en) Bolton, Homer; sister, 

Deedie Turner, Maysville; 

five grandchildren, 10 

great-grandchildren and one 

great-great grandchild. He 

will be greatly missed, Re-

member his family and host 

of friends in your prayers.

Happy birthday to: San-

dra Whitfield, Mike Craven, 

Maecee Crumley, Carlita 

Turk, Kennedy Chapman, 

Ricky Simmons, Mike 

Boyle, Cody White, Ron-

ald Parson, Tammy Kenne-

dy, Tondra Boswell, Kenny 

Crumley, Kendra Rosser, 

Marty Elrod, Brandi Carlan, 

Tammy Prater, Cindy Os-

borne, Cooper and Carson 

Todd.

Happy anniversary to 

Derek and Candas Ayers. 

They have been married for 

12 years.

Those who are sick in 

our community and need 

prayers are: Sammy Re-

ece, Tatum Bolton, Sandra 

and Horace Whitfield, Stan 

Westmoreland, Juli Irvin, 

Ken Mize, Warren Wilson, 

David Dunson, Jane Dun-

son, Tammy Harrison, John-

ny Gardiner, Scarlett Rose 

Lacount, Janice Sims, offi-

cer Joshua Robertson, Mike 

Pace, Molly Jo Thomas, 2, 

Leonra Simmons, Wanda 

Parks, Tina Queen, Cara 

Bolton Ferguson, Sammy 

Meeler, Phil Scales, Cindy 

Thomas, Larry Whitfield, 

Alex Strickland, Scott Stan-

dridge, Regis Lewallen, 

Eddie and Becky Hunter, 

Libby Tanner, Ruth Justus, 

Amanda Justus, Pat Farm-

er, Donna Campbell Mar-

cus, J.T. Parson, Barbara 

Massey, Beverly Wood, 

Leigh Ann Scales Allen, 

Tim McCoy, Jacqueline 

Wilson, Carolyn Stan-

dridge, Chad Standridge, 

Kim Crane, Toney Massey, 

Billy Massey, Chester 

Hewell, Edith Goodson and 

Kenneth and Betty Parson.

Willene Boyle compiles 

community news from 

Banks County and Com-

merce. To get an item list-

ed, email it to her at wil-

lene.boyle@windstream.

net or call her at 706-677-

4200.

Pray for the president

The Mt. Carmel Baptist 

Church monthly brother-

hood breakfast and fel-

lowship meeting will be at 

7:30 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 12.

Chase Rylee, pastor of 

True Life Church in Homer, 

will be the guest speaker.

The breakfast is held 

the second Sunday of each 

month.

Mt Carmel is at 2405 

Hwy. 51S, Lula. For more 

information, call Gordon 

Worley, the coordinator, at 

770-287-4638.

Mt. Carmel plans breakfast Jan. 12

The recipe of the week is 

Shrimp Soup, submitted by 

Melba Miller, Commerce.

INGREDIENTS

1 pound boiled, dev-

eined, bite-size shrimp

1 pound Velveeta Cheese

1 medium chopped on-

ion

7 large potatoes

2 cups milk

½ stick margarine

DIRECTIONS

Cut potatoes into bite-

size pieces. Cover with 

water, add salt to taste, 

butter and chop onion 

and boil until tender. In 

a separate pan, heat milk 

and cheese until cheese is 

melted. Add to potatoes 

and water. Heat thoroughly 

and add shrimp. Cook 10 

to 15 minutes more. (Add 

more cheese, if desired. 

Use half and half in place 

of milk for richer flavor or 

you may substitute crum-

bled bacon in the place of 

shrimp).

SEND US YOUR 

RECIPE

Recipes can be emailed 

to angela@mainstreet-

news.com.

Those selected will re-

ceive a free one-year sub-

scription (or renewal) to 

the newspaper. When you 

submit the recipe, include 

your address and whether 

your subscription is a re-

newal or a new subscrip-

tion.

Recipe of  the week: 
Shrimp Soup

KLUGH SPEAKS
Ned Klugh spoke at a recent meeting of the Commu-
nity Brotherhood at the Homer United Methodist 
Church.

The Church News page 

has been established as a 

free service for the local 

area. It’s intended use is to 

provide information about 

special services planned by 

area churches.

To submit your special 

event, e-mail angie@main-

streetnews.com.

Include the name and ad-

dress of the church and the 

date, time and location of 

the event.

Space is limited, so we 

cannot guarantee publica-

tion of any announcement. 

If publication is imperative, 

contact our advertising de-

partment at 706-367-5233 

and they will assist you with 

developing your ad.

All submissions are sub-

ject to editorial guidelines.

Guidelines on church/social news submissions

NEED PRINTING? CALL 706-367-5233

Maysville Rotarian Scott Bell digs a hole and sets the 
post for the Little Free Library that will be housed at 
Maysville Elementary School. “We are blessed to be a 
part of this wonderful project,” leaders state. “Keep 
sending in those books so that the Rotarians can ro-
tate books in and out.”

MES GETS MINI LIBRARY

Willene 

Boyle

• Ford • Chrysler

• Dodge • Plymouth

Phone 770-867-9136
Winder, Georgia

CHURCH PAGE SPONSORS
Worship regularly at a church of your choice! For more 

information on\ becoming a church page sponsor, please 

contact 706-367-5233.

539 General Daniel Ave., N.

Danielsville, GA 30633

GeorgiaMetals.com
(706) 795-3144

gametals@earthlink.net (706) 795-3295

661 N. Elm St.
Commerce, GA

Commerce Village 
Shopping Center1697 S. Elm Street

Downtown Commerce

Pd.

11 State Street
Commerce, GA

Chiropractors have proved to be a blessing 
to millions with back problems, often 
saving them from pain, disability, and 
standard medical treatments such as 
drugs and surgery.

Commerce Spinal Center

335-6025

LOW BACK PAIN AND 

CHIROPRACTIC

Chiropractic Care may be the answer.

Call for an appointment today 

KENNETH FLINT, D.C.

P.O. Box 205
Lee St.

Jefferson, GA

12725

For all your 

advertising needs, 

please call

706-367-5233.


