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Some 14 major local county elec-

tions are on tap in Jackson County 

this year.

Qualifying for these county elec-

tions will be March 2-6.

Jackson County will go to the polls 

at least three times in 2020:

• March 24 (early voting March 

2-20) for the presidential preference 

primary. The focus of this balloting 

will be the selection of Democrat and 

Republican candidates for president. 

In addition, Hoschton will fill two 

empty seats on its city council and 

voters across the county will also de-

termine the fate of a proposal to allow 

some older citizens to have more of a 

tax break from school property taxes.

• May 19 (early voting April 27-

May 15) for local county office elec-

tions. Those positions with qualifying 

fees are:

--Sheriff $2,270

--Probate Judge $1,894

--State Court Judge $3,422

--Clerk of Court $1,894

--Tax Commissioner $1,894

--Coroner $283

--Magistrate Judge $1,894

--Solicitor $3,148

--Surveyor $0

--BOC chairman $450

--BOC District 1 $300

--BOC District 2 $300

--County BOE District 1 $36

— County BOE District 4 $36

In addition, there are 26 posts to 

be filled on the county’s 10 fire dis-

trict boards.

• Nov. 3 (early voting Oct. 12-30) 

for the national and local General 

Election. Voting for president will 

top the ballot. Any local race that 

has both Democrat and Republican 

candidates will also be on the No-

vember ballot.

14 county elections coming up in May
Qualifying to  

be March 2-6

Convicted murderer 

Donnie Cleveland Lance 

was executed on the eve-

ning of Wednesday, Jan. 

29. Lance was sentenced 

to death in June 1999 for 

the brutal murders of his 

ex-wife Joy Lance and her 

boyfriend Butch Wood.

Lance died at 9:05 p.m. 

by a lethal injection of 

pentobarbital at the Geor-

gia Diagnostic and Classi-

fication Center in Jackson.

Lance was escorted 

into the execution cham-

ber by six guards around 

8:35 p.m. and prepared 

for the execution. Follow-

ing those preparations, 

guards raised the bed and 

angled the gurney towards 

the viewing area: Three 

long wooden pews on the 

other side of a large glass 

window. The preparations 

had been completed by 

8:45 p.m. and witnesses 

were led into the viewing 

room.

Shortly after 8:52 p.m., 

Warden Benjamin Ford 

asked Lance if he’d like 

to make a final statement 

or have a prayer said over 

him. He refused both.

Around 8:54 p.m., Ford 

concluded reading the 

execution order and the 

pentobarbital was admin-

istered shortly after.

Lance’s body jerked 

slightly around 8:57 p.m. 

and he let out a sharp 

breath, opening his mouth 

when he did so. His mouth 

remained open after that.

The viewing room was 

mostly silent throughout, 

with a few coughs inter-

rupting. A family member 

on the front pew let out 

quiet sobs.

Lance’s skin on his face 

and hands soon began to 

pale and his face looked 

waxy.

At 9:05 p.m., two doc-

tors entered the room and 

checked Lance’s vital 

signs. One of them nodded 

to Ford, who announced 

the execution had been 

carried out.

Lance had been visit-

ed earlier in the day by 

15 family members, one 

friend and three attorneys. 

He did not record a final 

statement.

Lance  

executed 

by lethal 

injection

See Lance, page 2A

By Mike Buffington
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Rep. Doug Collins’ 

announcement last 

week that he intends to 

run for the U.S. Senate 

seat formally held by 

Sen. Johnny Isakson 

has set off a firestorm of 

political scrambling in 

Northeast Georgia.

Collins’ U.S. House 

9th District covers most 

of Northeast Geor-

gia, including Jackson 

County. Only minutes 

after Collins announced his Senate bid, State Sen. John 

Wilkinson announced plans to run for Collins’ seat in the 

House. Wilkinson’s state senate District 50 seat covers a 

part of Jackson County.

Less than 24 hours after Wilkinson made his announce-

Collins Senate bid sets 

off political scramble

Rep. Doug Collins at a 
2019 Jackson County 
GOP meeting.

Analysis

See Collins, page 2A

State Senator John 

Wilkinson recently an-

nounced that he plans to 

run for the 9th District 

Congressional seat. This 

election will be to replace 

Congressman Doug Col-

lins, who has announced 

that he will be running for 

a seat in the United States 

Senate.

Sen. Wilkinson, who was 

elected to the State Sen-

ate in a special election in 

2011 and has been re-elect-

ed to four additional terms, 

was raised on a small farm 

in Stephens County.

“Working with projects 

in 4-H and FFA, he learned 

Wilkinson to run for 9th District seat

WILKINSONSee Wilkinson, page 2A

Jefferson native Andy 

Garrison announced this 

week that he plans to run 

for the Georgia State Sen-

ate District 50 seat, a posi-

tion that is currently held 

by John Wilkinson, who 

recently announced his in-

tention to vacate the seat to 

run for the U.S. House of 

Representatives.

The district includes 

parts of Jackson, Banks, 

Franklin, Habersham, 

Hall, Rabun, Stephens and 

Towns counties.

“I was born and raised 

in Jefferson and have lived 

in North Georgia all my 

life,” Garrison said. “As 

Garrison announces for state senate

ANDY GARRISONSee Garrison, page 2A

By Ron Bridgeman
ron@mainstreetnews.com

Buffering property between in-

dustrial and residential and between 

subdivisions and roads were the 

main topic of conversation Feb. 3 at 

the Commerce City Council work 

session.

The council asked the planning 

commission for recommendations 

on buffers.

The council could vote on new 

buffer conditions at its Feb. 17 reg-

ular meeting.

Jordan Shoemaker, administrator 

for the planning and zoning depart-

ment said the planning commission 

recommendations include:

By CINDY R. EDGE
The Maysville City Council vot-

ed Monday night not to move for-

ward with adoption of regulations 

that would address property nui-

sances.

The Maysville Planning and 

Zoning Commission initiated an 

effort to request the city council 

adopt regulations regarding nui-

sance property.

After listening to a number of cit-

izens from the crowd at the public 

hearing held Monday night speak 

in favor of the ordinance, and one 

citizen voicing opposition, the city 

council voted unanimously not to 

move forward with adoption of the 

proposed ordinance.

At a recent public hearing, the 

Maysville Planning and Zoning 

Commission approved recommen-

dations for an ordinance that would 

require property owners to clean 

up dilapidated buildings and aban-

doned properties.

During a council work session 

held January 30, Mayor Richard 

Presley questioned how the plan-

ning and zoning commission pro-

poses the city pay for improve-

ments initiated by adoption of the 

regulations. Presley said a feasi-

bility study has not been conduct-

ed by the board to determine what 

kind of money the city will be 

spending. If the nuisance ordinance 

was adopted and regulations were 

enforced, the city would ultimately 

be responsible for the upfront cost 

for demolition and improvements 

to bring certain properties up to 

code. The city would then have 

to take action against the property 

owner to re-coop the expense and 

this could take some time.

Presley said the city collected a 

little over $28,000 in property tax-

es last year.

“We struggle working a budget, 

to make that budget work with col-

lecting no more taxes,” said Pres-

ley. “Everybody at this table would 

like to see a refurbishing of some-

what – but to put a burden on the 

people of the town, especially the 

elderly on a fixed income – I want 

some questions answered.”

Councilmember Kathleen Bush 

said the city’s priority at this time 

is to improve infrastructure such as 

paving streets and replacing an ag-

ing water system.

Banks County resident, Cliff Jo-

liff said one of the visions the coun-

cil approved in the city compre-

hensive plan is to have Maysville 

restored to a place where people 

want to come shop and eat and one 

of the items listed as ways to ac-

complish this is through nuisance 

and historic overlay regulations.

Joliff made reference to a down-

town development authority and 

a historical committee that are 

no longer in existence. Joliff said 

these are two entities that could 

help the council with the nuisance 

and historic overlay issues.

Councilman Junior Hardy said 

he feels like the planning com-

mission should present the council 

with a plan reflecting the location 

of lots in need of attention and a 

cost analysis for improvements.

During a public hearing held 

February 3, Maysville Planning 

and Zoning Commission Chairman 

Vance Holifield agreed additional 

consideration will need to be giv-

en to the recommendations and 

how the city can pay for enforcing 

the ordinance, but the city needs 

to adopt some kind of regulations 

to require clean up of dilapidated 

buildings.

Holifield went on to say the 2018 

comprehensive plan detailed spe-

cific areas and concerns regarding 

dilapidated and unsafe buildings. 

Holifield said the city is two years 

into the plan and no updates have 

been made and the proposed ordi-

nance would address these issues.

Holifield said there are citi-

zens willing to volunteer to help 

those property owners that were 

not financially or physically able 

to make improvements, but assis-

tance from the city would also be 

required.

Trent Perry spoke in favor of 

Maysville won’t proceed with nuisance ordinance

Photo by Cindy R. Edge

A large crowd attended the Maysville City Council meeting Monday night to discuss a proposed 
nuisance ordinance.

Commerce 

talks about 

buffers in 

zoning

Plans for 142 townhouses in Jef-

ferson got the green light Feb. 3 by 

the Jefferson-Talmo Planning Com-

mission.

The project is slated for 29.5 

acres off of Danielsville St. and 

Sycamore St. The board approved 

the project with conditions, includ-

ing the addition of a buffer on the 

side that faces a farm in unincorpo-

rated Jackson County.

Cook Communities of Gaines-

ville will be the developer. The 

property is currently owned by Ja-

cobs Family Enterprises.

A lawyer for the developer said 

the townhouses would be a mini-

mum of 1,600 sq. ft. and priced in 

Jefferson 

residential, 

commercial 

projects get 

initial nod

See Maysville, page 2A

See Commerce, page 9A

See Planners, page 9A


