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Barrow County and its municipalities 

have been temporarily relieved of sanctions 

as the parties get set to begin court-ordered 

mediation over unresolved service-delivery 

issues.

In a Sept. 12 order in Barrow County 

Superior Court, retired Chief Judge David 

Sweat of the Western Judicial Circuit in 

Athens-Clarke and Oconee counties stayed 

the sanctions, which were imposed on the 

local entities by the state after they failed 

to reach an updated service-delivery strat-

egy (SDS) agreement by the expiration of 

the previous one. The sanctions made the 

county and municipalities ineligible for any 

state-administered grants, loans, permits or 

financial assistance.

Sweat, who is presiding over the case be-

cause it must be heard by a judge outside 

of the Piedmont Judicial Circuit, also has 

appointed retired Georgia Supreme Court 

Justice Norman Fletcher as the mediator.

According to the court order, mediation 

must begin within 30 days of that appoint-

ment. Jack Wilson, attorney for the City of 

Auburn, said Sept. 13 that the parties were 

working to schedule that mediation.

Under the state’s SDS law, counties and 

their municipalities are required to update 

their agreements every 10 years. Barrow 

County’s previous agreement originally ex-

pired Oct. 31, 2018 and each of the entities 

agreed to a three-month extension to Feb. 

28 to try to iron out their differences. But 

despite three voluntary mediation sessions 

that lasted a total of 30 hours — Sept. 4, 

2018, Nov. 12 and May 10 — the parties 

failed to agree to all areas.

The two unresolved areas are water util-

ity service and road maintenance, with 

water service being a major source of dis-

agreement between the county and the City 

of Winder. 

The Barrow News-Journal 

is launching a new website 

starting Sept. 18.

The new site will include 

all the content from the news-

paper, unlike the previous site 

which only included selected 

stories.

The website address will 

stay the same at BarrowJour-

nal.com.

For now, access to the site 

will remain free. But starting 

in early 2020, only newspa-

per subscribers will be able to 

access content on the website.

“Once we go behind a 

paywall, you will have to 

be a subscriber to access the 

content,” said editor Scott 

Thompson.

For now, to access content 

on the new website viewers 

will have to create a log-in 

account with their email ad-

dress.

REGIONAL 

PUBLICATIONS

Content from The Barrow 

News-Journal will also feed 

into the regional Mainstreet-

News.com website along 

with the newspaper’s four sis-

ter publications.

All the content from The 

Jackson Herald, The Banks 

County News, the Barrow 

News-Journal, the Madison 

County Journal and the Bra-

selton News will be available 

on the regional Mainstreet-

news.com website for the 

four-county area.

Mainstreet Newspapers 

will also maintain its separate 

stand-alone websites for area 

obituaries and regional sports.

Newspaper 
launching 
new website

Mediator appointed in service-delivery case
Sanctions on county, cities 

stayed as court-ordered 

talks set to get underway
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At left: Apalachee High School senior Cassidy Hunter was crowned the school’s 2019 homecoming queen following the Wildcats’ 21-14 
win Saturday, Sept. 14, over Jackson County. Hunter is pictured with her brother, Wildcat junior Chase Hunter, and their parents. At 
right: Runner-up senior Ellie Alfonso is crowned by AHS principal Jennifer Martin

AHS HOMECOMING QUEEN CROWNED

A Winder man was arrested 

for hit and run Monday, Sept. 

16, following a vehicle acci-

dent on Highway 316 that left 

the driver of the other vehicle 

seriously injured.

Zantravious Shields, 22, 

turned himself in to the Barrow 

County Sheriff’s Office around 

3:30 p.m. Monday after a half-

day search for his vehicle. 

The sheriff’s office posted 

an image of a vehicle similar 

to Shields’ to social media and 

shared it with news outlets.

The sheriff’s office was no-

tified of the accident on High-

way 316 just west of Barber 

Creek Road around 4:30 a.m. 

Upon arriving, deputies 

determined that a black Jeep 

Cherokee had been struck in 

the rear, left the roadway and 

struck a tree. 

Shields fled the scene in 

his red Ford Escape, traveling 

westbound. 

Deputies recovered pieces of 

his vehicle at the scene to help 

them identify it.

The victim’s family posted 

on social media that he had 

suffered multiple broken bones 

as a result of the crash.

Shields was charged with 

felony hit and run, felony se-

rious injury by vehicle, failure 

to report a crash with damage/

injuries, following too closely 

and improper lane change.

Winder man charged 
with hit and run 

A Barrow County School System bus driver was arrested 

Tuesday, Sept. 17, after a gun was found in her purse.

Mary Jo Hall, 59, of Statham, was taken into custody and was 

charged with possession of a firearm on school grounds, accord-

ing to a Barrow County Sheriff’s Office news release. A Sims 

Academy student found a purse on the bus and was trying to lo-

cate its owner when they noticed a gun “accompanied by” bullets 

in it. The student immediately took the purse to the front office.

“At no time were the students or faculty in any danger,” the 

release said. “This is an isolated incident that was handled imme-

diately upon the front office being notified of the weapon.”

School bus driver arrested 

after gun found in purse

An Auburn man was killed 

and two others were seriously in-

jured after a wreck on Sept. 11 in 

the Braselton area.

Georgia State Patrol troopers 

were called to SR 124 on Sept. 11 

around 9:45 a.m. for a three-vehi-

cle wreck. A Ford passenger car 

driven by Stephen Bryant, 22, of 

Auburn, was traveling on SR 124 

when Bryant failed to maintain 

his lane, according to the GSP. 

It’s not clear why Bryant failed 

to maintain his lane. The vehicle 

traveled into the westbound lane 

and sideswiped a Volkswagen 

Beetle driven by Sheila Freeze, 

63, of Winder, before striking a 

Chevy panel van head-on.

The driver of that van, Lafonzo 

McLean, 44, from Lumber City, 

and a passenger, Jennifer Poston, 

27, from Stone Mountain, were 

transported to Northeast Georgia 

Medical Center Gainesville with 

serious injuries. Seatbelts were 

not used in the panel van, accord-

ing to the GSP.

Bryant died at the scene.Freeze 

was not seriously injured and was 

not transported.

Driver impairment is unknown 

at this time pending crime lab au-

topsy results.

1 killed, 2 injured in wreck

‘It is a family here’

By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com 

When Johns Manville got set to be-

gin operations at its brand-new Winder 

plant in July 1969, The Winder News 

reported the 340,000-square-foot, fi-

berglass insulation manufacturing fa-

cility was set to be completed that fall.

Eighty thousand square feet would 

be used for manufacturing space, while 

the rest would be used as a warehouse 

and service center for the company’s 

Southeast operations. It employed 125 

people.

Fifty years later, the plant has dou-

bled in size and has over 300 full-time 

employees and two product lines while 

operating continuously 24/7.

Officials from the Denver, Colo., 

headquarters of the 161-year-old com-

pany, which manufactures home and 

building insulation systems, commer-

cial roofing materials and engineered 

products, were on hand Friday, Sept. 

13, at the Winder plant on Bankhead 

Highway to celebrate years of produc-

tion there.

“We appreciate everything that ev-

eryone has put into this plant over the 

last 50 years,” Johns Manville CEO/

president Mary Rhinehart said. “It is 

a family here. This is a location, and 

Johns Manville is a company, where 

family can work together and support 

each other.

“When we talk about ‘the JM Expe-

rience,’ we talk about employees first. 

Because in order for them to be able to 

deliver those positive and powerful ex-

periences to our customers, they have 

to have those themselves.”

Company officials, employees, re-

tirees and invited community leaders 

camped under a large tent at the plant 

Friday to celebrate the plant’s 50th an-

niversary. They viewed a short video 

that gave a brief rundown of the plant’s 

Johns Manville Winder plant 
celebrates 50 years of  operation
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The Johns Manville plant in Winder celebrated 50 years of production 
during a program on Friday, Sept. 13.

Johns Manville president/CEO 
Mary Rhinehart, right, talks with 
the company’s human resources 
manager Melinda Burrell, who is 
based in Winder, and Winder may-
or David Maynard prior to Friday’s 
program.
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