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Braselton News

MAILING LABEL

A controversial town-

house project proposed 

for an industrial area in 

Braselton was pulled from 

the town council’s July 13 

agenda at the request of the 

applicant.

The project is in an in-

dustrial area along Broad-

way Ave. where a rezon-

ing from manufacturing to 

multi-family residential is 

required.

In an hour-long hearing 

on July 9, the council heard 

plans by the developers to 

build 161 upscale town-

houses that would be rent-

al units and not for sale to 

individual owners. It is the 

first proposed project of its 

kind in the town.

“It’s a unique model 

we’re looking at here,” said 

councilman Hardy John-

son. “We’re taking a rental 

unit here and trying to fit it 

into our construct. It’s in-

teresting.”

The project calls for “up-

scale” town homes of 1,800 

sq. ft. minimum.

The council had been 

slated to vote on the re-

zoning application at its 

July 13 meeting, but town 

manager Jennifer Scott said 

it has been pulled off the 

agenda until a later date.

The Braselton Planning 

Commission had recom-

mended denial of the proj-

ect at its May meeting. 

Planning board members 

said they thought residen-

tial development in an in-

dustrial area was not a good 

fit.

“It’s out of place,” said 

Allan Slovin, chairman 

of the Braselton Planning 

Commission.

Planner Billy Edwards 

concurred, saying the pro-

posal goes against the city’s 

comprehensive plan and 

varies too much from the 

adjacent land’s use.

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

I’m small and clear with a scroll tucked 

inside,

For many weeks, downtown leaders have 

put me in places to hide.

“Hunters” solve clues and search for my 

hiding spot,

When they find me, they collect “Down-

town Dollars” to shop.

---

Over the past few weeks, downtown Bra-

selton leaders have used a creative way to 

draw people to the city’s downtown area.

Small bottles were hidden in various out-

door locations across downtown Braselton 

as part of the Bottle Hunt. Downtown leaders 

posted riddles each week on social media, of-

fering clues to where the bottle was hidden.

The project will wrap up this week, with 13 

bottles hidden in total.

Amy Pinnell, downtown director for Bra-

selton, said they’d been planning a scavenger 

hunt in the town’s downtown area for some 

time.

“This project was something our office had 

Bottle Hunters
Braselton leaders use scavenger hunt to draw people to downtown

Photo by Downtown Braselton Facebook

Downtown Braselton leaders recently organized a Bottle Hunt scavenger hunt. 
Organizers offered clues on social media, directing “Bottle Hunters” to various lo-

cations across downtown. Each bottle was filled with “Downtown Dollars,” which 
the winner can spend in downtown.

See Bottles, page 3A

Townhouse project pulled from Braselton agenda

See Braselton, page 3A

The Braselton Town Council 

deferred a vote on an updated 

comp plan for the town on July 

13. The council deferred the vote 

to give additional time to get 

some questions answered about 

the plan.

If approved, details over imple-

menting parts of the plan could 

be controversial in the coming 

months.

The town’s comp plan outlines 

thousands of broad suggestions 

about how the community could 

grow over the next 20 years, but 

the details of that will be tied to 

the town’s zoning and develop-

ment codes.

Those codes are in the process 

of being rewritten, a process that 

is expected to take 18-months.

What could be the most contro-

versial aspect of the code rewrite 

is an effort to make the codes 

more friendly to greater housing 

Town defers 

vote on new 

comp plan

A Democratic candidate for 

the 9th Congressional District, 

which includes Jackson County, 

reportedly spent the weekend in 

a Gwinnett County jail.

According to the Gwinnett Dai-

ly Post, Brooke Siskin was jailed 

on contempt of court charges for 

not having turned in her gun and 

ammunition to authorities as pre-

viously ordered. Siskin is report-

edly in a divorce dispute with her 

ex-husband and has a protective 

order against her.

Democratic 

candidate for 

Congress spends 

weekend in jail

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

With the state under a public 

health emergency until Aug. 

11, Jackson County Schools 

plan to delay reopening un-

til Aug. 12 amid the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic.

Superintendent April How-

ard made the announcement 

during the Jackson County 

Board of Education’s (BOE) 

July 9 work session.

“We’re planning to come 

back Aug. 12 as normal as we 

can under the guidelines that 

we have in place,” she said.

The BOE had originally 

planned for an July 31 start 

date with Aug. 3 as a back-up 

start date.

The school calendar calls for 

190 teacher days with no fur-

loughs and 175 student days.

The Aug. 12 start date will, 

however, force the cancellation 

of a full-week fall break in Oc-

tober (students will have three 

days instead) since that break 

wouldn’t leave for enough 

days for instruction, Thanks-

giving break and winter break 

within the first semester.

The system will offer a 

distance-learning option to 

students whose parents feel 

uncomfortable with in-person 

instruction during a pandem-

ic. Students choosing distance 

learning will be issued a Goo-

gle Chrome Book.

System leaders, however, 

ask that students commit to one 

option — either distance learn-

Jackson schools to 

delay start until Aug. 12
Gwinnett County school 

leaders will require students, 

staff and visitors to wear a 

mask or face covering in the 

upcoming school year.

The Gwinnett County 

Board of Education recently 

discussed the requirement, 

along with other plans for 

reopening, during a special 

called meeting July 7.

“Medical professionals rec-

ommend social distancing and 

the wearing of a mask or face 

covering as two primary steps 

to minimize the spread of 

COVID-19,” the district said 

in a news release. “As social 

distancing will be a challenge 

in schools and on school bus-

es, GCPS is asking those who 

Gwinnett schools to 

require mask; start date 

delayed until Aug. 12

The Hall County School 

District has updated its pro-

posed school calendar, with a 

planned start date of Aug. 12.

The district also sent out 

Hall County schools plan 

Aug. 12 start date; offers draft 

calendar for first 15 days

See Comp, page 3A

See Jackson, page 3A

See Siskin, page 3A

See Hall, page 3A

See Gwinnett, page 3A

Early voting for the Aug. 11 runoff 

begins on July 20.

Your ballot and polling location will 

be different depending on which portion 

of Braselton you live in.

For information on polling places and 

to see a sample ballot, visit www.mvp.

sos.ga.gov.

Early voting 

for runoff 

begins July 20

The City of Hoschton is poised to adopt a 

total rewrite of its regulations for businesses 

locating inside the town’s Hwy. 53 overlay 

district at its July 20 meeting.

The Hoschton City Council held a pub-

lic hearing on the rewrite July 13. The issue 

had previously been heard by the town’s 

planning commission, which recommended 

approval.

The rewrite does not change the bound-

aries of the overlay district, but does include 

some exemptions for small buildings under 

1,000 sq. ft. and for manufacturing and in-

dustrial buildings not facing Hwy. 53.

The main focus of the overlay will now 

be on building design standards, including 

materials used. Provisions dealing with de-

velopment characteristics (internal roads, 

grading, etc.) have been removed from the 

overlay procedures. Those items are includ-

ed in land disturbance and development per-

mitting process.

Also removed from the old language is 

the listing of permitted and prohibited uses 

in the overlay. Some of those conflicted with 

each other and with the underlying zoning 

regulations in the district.

Under the rewrite, determinations will 

be reviewed by the planning commission 

before a final decision is made by the city’s 

zoning administrator.

The goal of the overlay district is to reg-

ulate new commercial development along 

Hoschton’s main corridor.

One citizen, Mike Bagwell, spoke during 

the public hearing and asked about how the 

overlay would impact land in the industrial 

park that is off of Hwy. 53. He said the city’s 

Hoschton to 

vote on new 

overlay regs

See Hoschton, page 3A


