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AREA

Pilgrim’s
Pride ends
plans for
Franklin plant
A proposed $70 million Pilgrim’s Pride
poultry rendering plant
for pet food ingredients won’t be located in neighboring in
Franklin County.
After
significant
opposition to the
plant from citizens
in Franklin County,
the company notified
Franklin County officials in letter that it
would seek to build a
plant elsewhere.
“Please be advised
that I am hereby withdrawing the above-referenced application,”
attorney
Kathryn
M. Zickert wrote on
behalf of the company.
“Pilgrim’s Pride will
refocus its efforts to
build its state-of-theart plant in a community which welcomes
economic development, job creation,
expansion of utility
lines and other significant investment in the
community and its residents.”
The proposed plant
would have been on 109
acres off of Highway
320 near its intersection with I-85 just outside Carnesville.
The proposal included a projected wastewater treatment load
of up to 450,000 gallons a day of treated
water into the Broad
River before it reaches
Madison County.
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EDUCATION

HONOR

School funding
BOE approves tentative FY21-22
budget, raises for classified staff
By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Classified staff at Madison County
schools, such as bus drivers, cafeteria workers and paraprofessionals, will
receive a five-percent pay increase for
the upcoming school year.
The county school board adopted its
tentative 2021-22 budget June 8, with
raises for the classified staff included.
“That’s
important,”
said
Superintendent Michael Williams. “We
value their work and want to keep

our folks and want to stay competitive
with surrounding districts. I know some
other districts have been doing some
things for their staff.”
Madison County’s expenditures are
up in FY 22 by 11.8 percent, or approximately $6 million, from this past year,
from $49,967,242 to $55,866,187.
The school system entered last school
year with an estimated $6 million
balance and will begin the upcoming school year with an estimated $8
million balance, which is about $1.5
See ‘BOE’ on 2A

MENTORING

Veteran Duane Bruno holds up his unique handmade Quilt of Valor following the presentation
ceremony last week. Bruno’s quilt was sewn primarily by Anne Flippen, the Coordinator for the
Athens/Oconee Quilts of Valor Foundation. It
incorporates personal items, such as Bruno’s Navy
patch into its design. Each quilt is three layers and
all hand sewn.

‘Doing
his duty’
Hull’s Duane Bruno
receives Quilt of Valor
By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

Several school system mentors who had their mentee graduate with the
Class of 2021 gathered recently to celebrate the important milestone. To
celebrate and honor their mentees (and have a little fun) they dressed in
MCHS caps and gowns for this photo. Pictured (L-R) are Leslie Hardman,
Ken Morgan and Patti Dobbs. Photo by Margie Richards

Mentors celebrate mentees’
graduation success
By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

Eight of the students in the Class of
2021 who graduated May 29 were able
to do so, at least in part, due to the fact
that they had a mentor, a volunteer
who came to visit them, encouraged
them along the way and were just there
for them.
And three of those mentors were
able to get together with mentor coordinator Shirley Aaron and The Journal
recently to celebrate that important
milestone for their mentees.
“All of those students struggled in
one way or another at one time, and
there’s no doubt they all benefitted
from having a mentor,” Aaron said.
Aaron also had kind word for each of

Want to know more?
For more information about the mentoring program in Madison County, email
Mentor Coordinator Shirley Aaron at
saaron@madison.k12.ga.us or call 706338-3689.
the three who attended the luncheon.
“Patti (Dobbs) is always faithful to
her mentee,” Aaron noted, adding that
this is Dobbs’ second mentee to graduate from high school. Aaron said
Dobbs always made a point of meeting
with her mentee, Nina Smith, before
or after school so she wouldn’t have
to miss any classes. Smith was also
a REACH scholar – and the Class of
2021 was the third class to include
See ‘Mentoring’ on 2A

COVID-19

Three in 10 Madison County
residents fully vaccinated
Three in 10 of Madison County residents are now fully vaccinated against
COVID-19.
That’s below the state average of 35
percent and the national average of 44
percent.
According to the Georgia Department
of Public Health, more women are getting vaccinated in Madison County than
men, with 37.3 percent of women getting at least their first dose as of June 14
compared to 29 percent of men. Over
75 percent of those 65 and older have
received the vaccine, but rates fall off
dramatically in younger age groups,
with 47 percent of those aged 55-64
and 32 percent of those 45-54 having
received at least one dose. No other age
group tops 30 percent. The DPH shows

that 31.1 percent of the county’s white
population have received at least one
shot, compared to 36.5 percent of the
black population and 55.9 percent of
the Asian and 23.9 percent of Hispanic
populations.
There have been 2,784 COVID-19
cases in Madison County since the pandemic began, with 48 confirmed deaths
from the virus, 10 deaths suspected as
covid and 162 hospitalizations. The rate
of covid cases locally has slowed dramatically, with 44 new cases reported
by the DPH in the county since May 1.
The DPH recently reported that the
new Delta variant first found in India has
been found in Georgia. DPH officials
say getting vaccinated is the best way to
slow the spread of new variants.

Duane Bruno, of Madison County, has made it his
mission since his retirement a few years ago to volunteer with service organizations aimed at helping
fellow veterans.
Bruno says that’s what he considers his duty these
days.
Bruno served in the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam
War. He was stationed in Guam at the Naval communications main hub, a major asset to the Navy and the
Marine Corps during the war.
His primary job was to make sure the Seventh Fleet
stationed in the South China Sea was in constant
communication with the commander in chief of the
Pacific Fleet, stationed in Hawaii.
“I am no war hero,” Bruno, 70, says of that service
today. “I was just a sailor, doing my duty.”
That may be, but last Thursday, June 10, Bruno was
honored for doing that service, not only during the
war but for the help and support he’s provided to who
he calls “the brotherhood” since those days, when he
was presented with a handmade Quilt of Valor.
The ceremony was held by the Athens/Oconee
Quilts of Valor Foundation in Oconee County.
The Quilts of Valor Foundation began in 2003
with a dream, literally, according to the Foundation’s
See ‘Bruno’ on 2A

COUNTY SEAT

Danielsville leaders
asked for help on
runoff issue
By Zach Mitcham
zach@mainstreetnews.com

Danielsville leaders heard an appeal from a Sherwood
Subdivision resident Monday for action on a water runoff
issue.
Steve Cutter of Hillwood Drive told Danielsville council
members that the pond on the west side of Hwy. 29 just
south of Rock Quarry Road has significant runoff when it
rains, with stormwater flowing through a culvert under the
state highway and onto his property.
“Every time it rains, I got a raging river behind my
garage. It’s four feet deep,” said Cutter, adding that he
carries flood insurance because of the threat from the
nearby pond.
Cutter asked the council to do something about it. He
said it’s a broader issue than just his property, adding that
the highway culvert is eroding and could wash out. He said
two other nearby ponds need attention, too.
Danielsville attorney Bubba Samuels said the council
isn’t a regulatory agency on water runoff issues. He said
the issue falls within the realm of the Georgia Department of Transportation and the Environmental Protection
See ‘Danielsville’ on 2A

