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Up to Code:

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Christopher Roach fills up 

the old, white county pickup 

with over 300,000 miles on 

the odometer at the county 

farm, then heads out on the 

road. There’s work to do this 

morning — lots of it.

Three months into the job 

and the county’s lone code 

enforcement office has quite 

the caseload. The former 

official with both the state 

and federal Department of 

Agriculture opted to quit 

traveling around the south-

east — he spent 38 days 

working away from home 

during Hurricane Michael — 

and decided to work close to 

home, accepting a job in April 

as the county’s code enforce-

ment officer. Madison County 

commissioners smiled as 

Roach rattled off one detail 

after another in encyclopedic 

fashion about state codes in a 

meeting earlier this year. The 

board was pondering what 

to do about their old animal 

carcass disposal practices. 

They turned to Roach, who 

drafted a new plan that has 

now been implemented, with 

a flow chart to spell out clear-

ly who is responsible in what 

situations for the disposal of 

animals. 

Commissioners have also 

made tackling county eye-

sores a priority, those prop-

erties with solid waste issues 

that pose not only aesthetic 

issues, but potential health 

hazards. And Roach is the 

man addressing that matter. 

He’s busy, very busy. 

On this particular day, 

Roach’s first stop is at a 

Madison County house 

with trash and debris strewn 

across the yard. He’s been 

there before, and he’s check-

ing to see if the resident has 

made any effort to clean up 

her property before her court 

date. Her neighbors com-

plained about the mess. And 

Roach and building inspec-

tor Eddie Pritchett are also 

addressing structural issues 

with the home, trying to get 

the homeowner to make need-

ed changes. A teenager also 

lives there. And Roach said 

such situations involve getting 

Independence Parade
New Madison County Code Enforcement Officer 
Christopher Roach points out a previously inhab-
ited shed that has been condemned as an unsafe 
place to live. Photo by Zach Mitcham
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•Smith remembers The Varsity

•Buffington talks Commerce-area growth 

•Mitcham ponders how payments to ath-

letes will affect college sports

New 
laws now 
in effect

By David Williams

Capitol Beat News Service

The controversial 

election bill the Repub-

lican-controlled Gen-

eral Assembly passed 

in March garnered the 

most publicity by far of 

anything lawmakers did 

during this year’s session.

But the legislature 

approved a host of other 

bills during 40 days under 

the Gold Dome covering a 

variety of issues that, like 

the election measure, take 

effect on Thursday.

July 1 saw implementa-

tion of a state tax cut and 

a series of new tax breaks 

for Georgia businesses. 

Local police departments 

got new protections from 

budget cuts, and a new 

crime applicable to a 

type of theft popularized 

during the pandemic went 

on the books.

The tax cut will increase 

the standard deduction 

for married couples who 

file joint state income tax 

returns by $1,100. Sin-

gle taxpayers can deduct 

an extra $800, while 

Georgians ages 65 and 

older can deduct another 

$1,300. Married couples 

filing separately will be 

able to deduct an addition-

al $550.

House Bill 593 is a fol-

low-up to legislation the 

General Assembly adopt-

ed in 2019 lowering Geor-

gia’s income-tax rate from 

6 to 5.75 percent.

Mostly lower- and mid-

dle-income families will 

benefit from the higher 

standard deduction, said 

Georgia House Speaker 

David Ralston.

“Today marks anoth-

er chapter in Georgia’s 

continuing commitment 

to provide sustainable, 

meaningful tax relief to 

Georgians to let them 

keep more of their hard-

earned money,” Ralston, 

R-Blue Ridge, said after 

the mid-March vote pass-

ing the bill.

Separate legislation also 

taking effect July 1 serves 

up a smorgasbord of new 

tax breaks aimed at spur-

ring business investment 

in Georgia. It offers tax 

credits to medical equip-

ment and pharmaceutical 

manufacturers, aerospace 

defense projects, perform-

ing arts venues, short-line 

railroads and developers 

of corporate “mega-sites.”

While most of the bill 

doles out more largesse 

in the form of tax credits, 

Senate Bill 6 also seeks 

to rein in tax breaks that 

don’t give enough bang 

for the buck. It requires 

independent audits of up 

to five tax credit programs 

each year to determine 

whether their economic 

impact justifies the loss of 

state tax revenue.

Claire Albergotti, 5, showed her patriotic spirit at Colbert’s annual 
Fourth of July parade on Saturday, July 3. Photos by Wesleigh Sagon

The American Legion Riders saluted a giant American Flag that was sus-
pended from a fire truck ladder during Colbert’s annual Fourth of July 
parade.

A participant in Colbert’s Fourth of July parade cooled off festival goers 
from the July temperatures.

New officer busy 
enforcing county laws

Work search 
mandate 
kicks in for 
unemployed

By David Williams

Capitol Beat News Service

As of July 4, unem-

ployed Georgians now 

have to submit evidence 

they’re looking for work 

to the state Department 

of Labor.

Reinstatement of the 

work search requirement 

comes as Georgia ends its 

participation in the vari-

ous pandemic-related fed-

eral unemployment insur-

ance programs Congress 

has passed during the last 

15 months.

Claimants who live in 

Georgia must register 

with EmployGeorgia, 

the state’s reemployment 

website, and include their 

social security number.

Under state law, unem-

ployment Georgians can 

only receive unemploy-

ment benefits during 

weeks they actively seek 

work. They must submit 

a minimum of three new 

job contacts each week, 

which must be employers 

they have not previously 

contacted.

“Work search and regis-

•Man charged with child molestation

•Warrants issued for man accused of family 

violence

•Comer man charged with hit and run
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