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Black to 
run for 
Senate

U.S. Sen. Raphael War-

nock, D-Ga., has drawn 

the most well-known 

Republican challenger 

to date to his looming 

reelection bid next year.

Georgia Commis-

sioner of Agriculture 

Gary Black  (a native of 

Commerce) entered the 

2022 Senate race Friday 

with a speech at the state 

Republican convention 

on Jekyll Island.

“Warnock and [Presi-

dent Joe] Biden promised 

to ‘fundamentally change 

America,’ ” Black told the 

delegates. “They’re five 

months into it and job 

growth and opportunity 

are down, inflation, debt 

and gas prices are up, 

[and] the Middle East is 

back at war.”

After heading the Geor-

gia Agribusiness Council, 

Black was elected agri-

culture commissioner in 

2010. He was reelected in 

2014 and 2018, receiving 

more votes than any of 

the candidates for gover-

nor or Senate.

During his tenure, 

Black has made “Geor-

gia Grown” one of the 

most successful market-

ing efforts of its kind in 

Schools to get new bus shop
By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County schools will 

have a new transportation hub.

The county school board recently 

agreed to allocate $1,843,000 in 

sales tax funds and $154,360 in car 

tag (Title Ad Valorem Tax — TAVT) 

funds for the construction of a new 

bus shop in Danielsville behind the 

school board office, replacing the 

current one constructed in 1956. 

There’s no set timeframe for 

when the shop will be completed, 

but it won’t happen before school 

starts back. Superintendent Michael 

Williams said the project will be 

handled by low-bidder, Charles 

Black Construction.

“They (Charles Black 

Construction) have been really 

good partners and when something 

is not quite right, they have been 

good to make it right or to correct 

things,” said Williams. 

The superintendent said the 

school board chose a design that is 

“not the Taj Mahal” of bus shops, 

“not the penthouse” but said an 

upgrade is “much needed without 

a doubt.” 

The current shop is a two-bay 

building, where two buses can be 

worked on at once. The new shop 

will be a three-bay structure, with 

lift equipment to raise the buses for 

maintenance, instead of a pit, like 

the current one, where bus mechan-

ics work from beneath floor level. 

“It (the upgrade) includes another 

fueling station too,” said Williams. 

“There’s only one fueling place 

down there. With the number of 

buses we have, they’re sometimes 

lined up from the bus shop out to 

the high school waiting in line in the 

mornings to fill up after their route.”

The current Madison County bus shop is 65 years old. 

GARY BLACK

Madison County 911 system 
overhaul nears completion

By Margie Richards
margie@mainstreetnews.com

A long-term overhaul of the Madison 

County’s 911 system is almost complete.

911 director Brenan Baird told the 

board of commissioners Monday that the 

2.5-year project, except for some “testing 

and tweaking,” is now complete.

Baird says the county now has 99 

percent of emergency services radio cov-

erage in the county. He said there is still 

one small stretch of “hit-or-miss” cover-

age, which is from the midpoint of the 

Hwy. 172 bridge into Elbert County and 

Roy Woods Road. Baird said it had been 

known that this area would be a problem 

from the beginning and that both Elbert 

and Oglethorpe counties also deal with 

coverage issues in that area and they con-

tinue to look for workarounds. 

He said he was pleased with their part-

nership with Motorola, and noted that one 

of the new towers was hit when the recent 

tornado came through the county and that 

the company had the 911 system back up 

and running within four hours, starting in 

the middle of the storm. 

In response to a question for com-

missioners, Baird said there are backup 

generators at all the towers. He noted that 

a couple of them are older models, but 

that new generators have been ordered for 

those, but are on back order at this time. 

In other business Monday night, the 

BOC voted unanimously to proceed with 

a county Transportation Special Purpose 

Local Option Sales Tax (TSPLOST) and 

to distribute funds from it, if approved by 

voters, to the cities based on population, 

rather than on city size in road miles. 

Under this formula, the county would 

receive about 88 percent of the funds 

over the six years SPLOST term, with the 

cities receiving the remaining 12 percent. 

Based on this formula, Comer would 

receive the most of those remaining funds 

(4.4 percent), followed by Danielsville at 

2.2 percent. 

The vote allows county attorney 

Michael Pruett to fill in the percentages 

and develop the referendum to present to 

voters in November.  

Industrial Authority Chairman Frank 

Ginn told the BOC that the IDA is doing 

a lot of work to map the county’s water 

system and that while they are making 

significant progress on expanding the 

water system, it will likely take decades 

to complete. He also discussed what the 

county may want to do with the American 

Breathing easier: 
School planning 
less hectic in ‘21

By Zach Mitcham

zach@mainstreetnews.com

The recent tassel turning of 2021 graduates marked 

more than this year’s senior class concluding grade 

school. It marked the end of a school year that tested a 

county, state and country.

This time last year, school leaders looked toward the 

fall with huge uncertainties. 

Schools had been shut down for the final two months 

of the 2019-20 year. And as the summer days sped by 

toward the 2020-21 school year, the local school board 

pondered in-person safety measures for students and 

staff in the fall. Meanwhile, the state cut school bud-

gets, and systems like Madison County faced tough 

personnel choices. Online services also had to be estab-

lished quickly with new devices for all students, along 

with a new online system, Canvas. 

The challenges were steep. 

But planning for the 2021-22 year is less intense. 

Covid cases are down. School finances didn’t take as 

severe a hit as expected. County sales tax collections 

are strong. And school planning has returned more to 

the nuts and bolts of regular issues than in bracing for 

a great unknown. 

Superintendent Michael Williams looks toward the 

upcoming school year with optimism, saying that he 

can definitely breathe easier with 2020-21 in the books. 

He’s been praiseworthy of students, staff, parents and 

the community for their work in getting through a 

tough school year.

Now, in a big-picture sense, there’s a more familiar 

“unknown” that hangs over school leaders’ heads: 

growth. How fast will Madison County grow, and how 

will county local schools prepare for it? 

See ‘BOC’ on 2A
See ‘Schools’ on 2A

...but leaders keep an eye on growth

Back to the P&Z:
By Margie Richards

margie@mainstreetnews.com

Madison County commissioners 

voted Monday night to send a con-

troversial rezoning request back to 

the planning and zoning commis-

sion for further review and to pos-

sibly recommend additional condi-

tions on the request. 

Zachery Hightower wants to 

rezone his 3.53 acres property on 

Neese Commerce Road from A-1 

(intensive agriculture) to B (busi-

ness) in order to expand his poultry 

house spraying business. 

The property was grandfathered in 

for business use before zoning laws 

were adopted in the county and an 

older business previously operated 

there. Hightower currently runs his 

poultry house spraying business on 

that grandfathered status, but wants 

to expand the business with more 

area and more buildings. 

The planning and zoning com-

mission narrowly approved a rec-

ommendation of the rezoning on 

a 4-3 vote, with the conditions 

that Hightower place fencing and 

landscaping around the property to 

appease neighboring property own-

ers. 

County commissioners expressed 

concerned that the rezoning was a 

classic example of “spot zoning” 

and were not convinced the business 

was actually an ag-related business, 

as it does not produce a product from 

farming, but rather stores and distrib-

utes chemicals to spray in chicken 

houses before birds are placed.

Planning and zoning administrator 

Linda Fortson said the P&Z com-

mission is currently working on a 

new agribusiness designation which 

this business might qualify for, but 

that it will likely be months before 

the commission is ready to present 

such a designation to the BOC for 

approval. 

Several neighboring property 

owners told 

the BOC they were not in favor of 

the business, saying that its opera-

tion has already caused disruption in 

their neighborhood, pointing out that 

large tractor trailers are coming and 

going on the narrow and winding 

Neese Commerce Road, that they 

are concerned about the chemicals 

being housed onsite and that debris 

is blown off dump trucks onto their 

property. They were also concerned 

about the spraying down of trucks 

on the property and they do not 

feel that fencing will do much to 

improve the appearance of the prop-

erty in the rural area. 

Neighbor Lyn Hix told the board 

that he feels such a business would 

be much better suited along a major 

thoroughfare, such as Hwy. 98, rath-

er than along their county road. 

Hightower, who was present for 

the rezoning request, did not speak 

during the public hearing portion 

of the meeting, but was allowed 

to answer commissioners’ questions 

during the discussion portion of the 

request. In response to Commissioner 

Danny Adams’ question about pav-

ing the property, Hightower said he 

planned to pave the entrances, but 

not the entire property and said that 

he only used the wash down area to 

clean the exterior of his trucks and 

that no tanks or other chemical-re-

lated equipment was being washed 

out on the property. 

The planning commission will 

now meet with Hightower again at 

its next business meeting and bring 

the request back to the BOC in July 

for reconsideration. They will likely 

recommend additional conditions 

such as a definition of what is being 

done on the premises, a plan for 

additional structures, what entranc-

es/exits there will be and what the 

hours of operation will be. 

There were 13 other planning 

No decision reached on rezoning 
for poultry spraying business

See ‘Zoning’ on 2A


