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S.C. man GBI investigates fatal officer-involved shooting in Auburn
drowns at
Fort Yargo
A South Carolina man
drowned at Fort Yargo State
Park in Winder Saturday afternoon, June 26, after going underwater while swimming and never resurfacing.
According to officials
with the Georgia Department of Natural Resources
and Winder Police Department, the body of Geraldo Morales Gonzalez, 21,
of North Charleston, was
found inside the swimming
area under water about
three hours after authorities received reports around
2 p.m. that he had gone underneath the surface and did
not come back up.
Morales Gonzalez was
visiting the park with his
family and was reportedly
not a strong swimmer, according to authorities.

Independence
Day events
planned
Saturday
Local residents will have
a couple of opportunities in
Barrow County Saturday,
July 3, to view fireworks
and take part in Independence Day festivities.
The City of Auburn will
host its annual Independence Day celebration
starting at 5 p.m. along 4th
Avenue. The event will features family activities, food
and other vendors, games,
live music, a kids’ zone, and
fireworks at dark.
Also Saturday, Casto
Trading Company will host
the sixth annual “Star-Spangled Statham” event starting
at 6 p.m. at its downtown
Statham location, 1898
Railroad St. The event will
include inflatables (with a
small fee to use), live music and vendors. Fireworks
will be set behind the Casto
building at approximately
9:30 p.m. Organizers said
the best viewing opportunities will be to the east of the
building.

The Georgia Bureau of Investigation is
investigating an officer-involved shooting that led to the death of a wanted man
Thursday morning, June 24, after an attempted traffic stop in Auburn.
According to the GBI, a Barrow County
sheriff’s deputy attempted to stop Steven
Jesse Dylan Thompson, 29, of Auburn, in
his Ford Fusion around 5:30 a.m. after a
registration check of his vehicle indicated that he had an active warrant out of
Hall County.
Thompson reportedly refused to stop,
sparking a chase that ended at the intersection near Brown’s Bridge Road and
Bradford Park Lane when the sedan left
the roadway and crashed into a power
pole.
Thompson did not get out of the
wrecked vehicle, but he looked out of it
with a handgun and threatened to shoot
himself if authorities approached him,
according to a news release. Officers
gave several commands for him to put
the weapon down so they could assist
him, but at one point he started firing at

the officers, the release said. BCSO deputies and Auburn Police Department officers then returned fire, striking Thompson, and he was taken to a local hospital
where he was later pronounced dead, the
release said.
A female passenger who was in the car
during the chase crawled out and immediately surrendered to law enforcement
was taken into custody. She was transported to a local hospital with minor injuries from the wreck. It was not clear
whether she was being charged with anything.
No deputies or officers were injured in
the incident, according to the release.
An autopsy on Thompson will be conducted at the GBI Crime Lab in Decatur
at a later date, officials said.
The incident was the 46th officer-involved shooting the GBI has been requested to investigate this year. After the
GBI conducts its independent investigation, the findings will be turned over to
the Piedmont Judicial Circuit District
Attorney’s Office for review.

‘The 50 Yard Challenge’ BOE appoints
Lumpkin to fill
vacant District 1 seat
By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

Submitted photos

From left: After a year of work, brothers Johnathan, Zachary and David Koss
of Winder recently completed the nationwide “50 Yard Challenge,” which encourages kids across the country to mow lawns for free for residents in their
community who are either elderly, disabled, veterans or single parents. The
challenge was started by Rodney Smith Jr., founder of Alabama-based Raising Men Lawn Care. Smith, who regularly travels across the U.S., visited the
Koss family at their home June 16 and gave them their own lawn equipment
as a reward for completing the challenge.

Three brothers from Winder mow
lawns as part of national initiative,
hope to pass torch to other kids
By Scott Thompson
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The Georgia Bureau of Investigation is investigating
a fatal officer-involved shooting that occurred Thursday morning, June 24, at the intersection near Brown’s
Bridge Road and Bradford Park Lane in Auburn. A
29-year-old Auburn man who fled an attempted traffic
stop was killed by police after initially threatening to
shoot himself and then turning his gun on authorities
before responding law enforcement returned fire.

sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

A goal that started last summer
turned into a time-consuming, but rewarding experience for three brothers
from Winder.
Sixteen-year-old David, 14-year-old
Johnathan and 8-year-old Zachary Koss
of Winder spent the last year mowing
50 lawns free of charge for residents in
the community who are either elderly, disabled, veterans or single parents
as part of the national “50 Yard Challenge.”
The initiative was started by Rodney Smith Jr., an Aruban immigrant
who has lived in the U.S. for 15 years
and founded Raising Men Lawn Care,
a Madison, Alabama-based nonprofit
aimed at helping people in need. Smith
has traveled around the country helping
mow lawns and has gotten kids in all 50
states and a handful of other countries
to take on his challenge.
Participants receive a different colored Raising Men Lawn Care shirt for
every 10 lawns they complete along
the way. When they are finished, they
receive a black shirt and a personal visit from Smith, who also rewards them
with their own lawn equipment — a
mower, weed eater and blower.
The equipment part was a surprise
to the Koss brothers, who recently finished their 50th yard, going full-circle
to mow the lawn of an elderly woman
whose was the first yard they did in July
2020. Johnathan said that yard, which
became the boys’ favorite and which
they returned to every two weeks to

The Koss brothers are pictured after
completing their first yard as part of
the challenge in July 2020.

The Barrow County
Board of Education voted Wednesday, June 23, to
appoint Kenny Lumpkin
to fill the vacant District 1
seat, which will make him
the third Black member to
serve on the board in the last
half-century.
Lumpkin was selected
over six other candidates
for the post following individual candidate interviews
before the board Wednesday
night at the school district’s
central office. He will take
over for former District 1
board member Debi Krause,
who resigned earlier this
month because she plans to
run for a seat on the Statham
City Council.
Lumpkin, of Statham, is
a lifelong Barrow Countian
who has over 30 years of
banking experience and has
served on and been appointed to numerous community
volunteer boards and agencies. He currently serves on
the Barrow County Board
of Tax Assessors and was
previously board chairman
for the Barrow Community
Hospital. He is a founding
member of the Brad Akins
YMCA and the Barrow
Glenwood Community and

Kenny Lumpkin

Historic Education Foundation. He is also a past winner of the Barrow County
Chamber of Commerce
Citizen of the Year and
Community Service awards
and has been involved in
leadership roles with his
church, White Oak Spring
Missionary Baptist Church
in Winder.
Lumpkin holds a Bachelor of Business Administration degree from the
University of West Georgia
and a Master of Business
Administration degree from
the University of Maryland.
He has been married to his
wife, Carol, for 31 years,
and the couple have two
daughters — one who graduated from Apalachee High
School in 2010 and another
who is a rising junior at the
school.
See Lumpkin, page 8A

Statham council approves
revised FY22 budget
By Scott Thompson
sthompson@barrownewsjournal.com

The Koss brothers are pictured earlier this month after completing their
50th and final yard as part of the
challenge.

maintain, was perhaps the most challenging as they spent four hours the first
go-around.
“Bushes are the most challenging
thing for me,” David added. “It’s something we didn’t technically have to do,
but a lot of people need help with that
part of their yard. It just seems to take
a lot of time. We helped cut their bushes way back and then had to haul them
away.”
See Koss, page 8A

After a rarely-used procedural maneuver by Mayor Joe
Piper, the Statham City Council on Tuesday, June 29,
approved a revised budget for fiscal year 2022, ending a
month-long and at-times contentious process just in time
for the city to continue operations past the end of FY21 on
June 30.
The passage of what was the proposed $4.57 million balanced budget that Piper presented to the council earlier this
month came one week after the body approved a different
version that he ultimately vetoed due to his contention that
it jeopardized public safety in the city by cutting some police funds in lieu of money for a sidewalk project.
The version approved Tuesday — by a 3-1 vote with
councilman Dwight McCormic opposed and councilwoman Tammy Crawley absent — puts $53,500 back into the
police department’s more than $1 million portion of the
budget, which will allow the department to purchase two
new vehicles for the two new officer positions it plans to
add.
It also excludes, entirely, funding for sidewalks in the
area of Broad Street and Hammond Road that McCormic
has sought.
After the council failed to take a vote at its June 15 meeting, when it was initially scheduled to adopt an FY22 budget, McCormic successfully led an effort — with Crawley
See Statham, page 8A

