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Qualifying set next week 

for town elections

Elections to be held Nov. 

2

Qualifying will be held 

next week for town elec-

tions that are set for Nov. 2. 

Seats on city councils will 

be on the town election bal-

lot in Homer, Lula, Gills-

ville, Alto, Baldwin and 

Maysville.

HOMER

In Homer, the mayor’s 

seat and all five council 

seats will be on the ballot. 

The mayor’s seat is for a 

four-year term and is cur-

rently held by Doug Cheek.

The city council seats on 

the ballot will be: District 1, 

Post 1, a two-year term cur-

rently held by Jerry Payne; 

District 1, Post 2, a four-

year term currently held by 

Cliff Hill; District 2, Post 1, 

a two-year term currently 

held by David Dunson; Dis-

trict 2, Post 2, a four-year 

term currently held by San-

dra Garrison; and District 

3, Post 1, a two-year term 

currently held by James Du-

mas.

Qualifying begins Mon-

day, Aug. 1, at 8:30 a.m. and 

ends Wednesday, Aug.18, at 

4 p.m.

LULA

The City of Lula has three 

slots up for grabs in the No-

vember election. Current 

Mayor Jim Grier is up for 

re-election.

Also up for re-election is 

District 2 Councilmember 

Marvin Moore; and District 

3 council seat, currently 

held by Mordecai Wilson.

Qualifying for these posi-

tions will be held Monday, 

August 16, through Wednes-

day, August 18, during 

the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 

4:30 p.m.

GILLSVILLE

Three seats are up for 

grabs in Gillsville, includ-

ing: Mayor Roy Turpin, and 

council seats now held by 

Jeff Perry and Larry Poole.

Qualifying will be held 

Monday, August 16, through 

Wednesday, Aug. 18,

ALTO

In Alto, seats on the ballot 

will include Post 1, which is 

currently held by Carolyn 

Cabe; Post 3, which is held 

by Allen Fox; and Post 5, 

which is held by P.J. Hug-

gins.

Also on the ballot in Alto 

will be a vote on whether to 

allow package sales of dis-

tilled spirits in the town.

Qualifying will be held 

from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

(except for a lunch break 

from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.) Mon-

days through Thursdays and 

8:30 a.m. to noon Friday.

BALDWIN

In Baldwin, the mayor’s 

seat, now held by Joe Elam; 

Post 4 council seat, now 

held by Martin Venter, and 

Post 5, now held by Alice 

Venter,  will be on the bal-

lot.

Qualifying will be held 

Monday, Aug. 16, through 

noon on Friday, Aug. 20.

MAYSVLLE

In Maysville, seats on 

the ballot will be council 

member Ward 1, currently 

held by Kathleen Bush, and 

Ward 3, currently held by 

Richard Parr.

Qualifying ill be held 

from 8:30 a.m. on Monday, 

Aug. 16, through 4:30 p.m. 

on Wednesday, Aug. 18. 

The hours will be held 

from 8:30 a.m. to noon and 

from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

ELECTION INFO

The election will be held 

on Tuesday, Nov. 2, with 

polls open from 7 a.m. to 

7 p.m.

Early voting will be held 

Oct. 12-22, from 8 a.m. to 

5 p.m. Mondays through 

Fridays. Saturday voting 

will be held on Oct. 16 

and Oct. 23 from 9 a.m. to 

5 p.m.

Absentee ballots will be 

available beginning Oct. 

12. Oct. 22 is the last day to 

submit an absentee ballot.

If you are not registered to 

vote, the last day to do so is 

Monday, Oct. 4.

Qualifying set next week 
for town elections
Elections to be 

held Nov. 2

There will be a special 

rate of $14.50 for a one-

year subscription to the 

Banks County News in Au-

gust. The regular subscrip-

tion price is $45 per year.

The special rate in August 

can be used to purchase a 

three-year subscription for 

a rate of $43.50.

The special rate offer will 

expire on Aug. 31, 2021.

With your subscription 

to the print edition of the 

newspaper, you also get free 

access to the online edition 

at www.banksnewstoday.

com.

To subscribe, mail a check 

to The Banks County News, 

along with your name and 

address to: MainStreet 

Newspapers, P.O. Box 908, 

Jefferson, Ga., 30549.

To subscribe online, go 

to Mainstreetnews.com and 

click subscribe in upper left 

corner. If you are on mobile, 

select subscribe from menu 

on right.

For more information, 

call 706-367-5233.

Subscription 
special 
offered in 
August: $14.50 
for 1 year

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com

Larry Steven Grogan, 

49, Danielsville, is fac-

ing charges in the shoot-

ing death of mailman Asa 

“Junior” Wood who was 

delivering mail Saturday 

morning on Hebron Road in 

Banks County.

Deputies with the Banks 

County Sheriff’s Office re-

ceived a 911 call at 9:38 a.m. 

regarding an “intentional 

shooting.” Upon deputies’ 

arrival, they located Wood, 

who was deceased from a 

gunshot wound. Wood, a ru-

ral postal worker, was work-

ing his morning route when 

he was fatally shot.

“During the course of the 

investigation, leads were 

developed and a person of 

interest was established,” 

sheriff’s office investigator 

Nicole Bailes states. “Dep-

uties were provided with a 

vehicle description for the 

person of interest.”

While patrolling the area 

of Hwy. 51 North and Ben-

nett Road, the vehicle of 

interest was encountered by 

deputies. Deputies attempt-

ed to perform a traffic stop 

on the vehicle and the driver 

of the vehicle fled from dep-

uties.

A vehicle chase began 

and ended in Grogan leav-

ing the roadway along GA 

Highway 51, near its inter-

section with Payne Road. 

Grogan got out of the ve-

hicle and fired a rifle at two 

deputies. The two deputies 

returned fire, injuring Gro-

gan. He was taken to a local 

area hospital for treatment. 

The two deputies were not 

injured.

There are several charges 

pending against Grogan.

The Georgia Bureau of 

Investigation was request-

ed to investigate the officer 

involved-shooting, as is 

standard procedure, Bailes 

said. Deputies involved will 

be placed on administrative 

leave, pending the investi-

gation.

The GBI will conduct a 

complete and thorough in-

vestigation and provide it 

to the Piedmont Judicial 

Circuit District Attorney for 

review.

This is the 59th officer 

involved shooting the GBI 

has been requested to inves-

tigate in 2021.

Larry Grogan 

facing changes

Photos by Wesleigh Sagon

Tricia Chitwood, special needs teacher, gave out hugs and name tags as Banks 
County Primary School students got off the busses and headed to their first day of 
class on Friday, August 6. See more photos on page 3A. 

WELCOMING HUGS ON FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

Banks students return to school

Vet clinic to locate 
in Banks County

Mail carrier 
murdered while 
doing route

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com

A veterinary clinic will locate in Banks County follow-

ing action of the board of commissioners Tuesday night.

The BOC approved a request from Stewart Smith to re-

zone 9 acres at Hwy. 441 and Webbs Creek Road from Ag-

ricultural Rural Residential (ARR) to Commercial (C-2) 

for the veterinary clinic.

Jason Phillips spoke on the request and said the vet clinic 

would be a general small animal clinic and would also offer 

inside animal boarding.

Kimsey Phillips presented the request to the planning 

commission last week and said the vet clinic will be simi-

lar to two other clinics he owns. The planning commission 

recommended approval of the request.

In other business at the meeting on Aug. 10, the BOC:

•approved a request from Robert Evans to rezone his 

property at 137 Beulah Lane from commercial (C1) to Ag-

ricultural Rural, Residential (ARR). The planning commis-

sion had also recommended approval of this request.

•denied a request from Hua Yang for a conditional use 

permit to operate a massage therapy practice at Elegant 

Massage at 309 Steven B. Tanger Boulevard. BOC chair-

man Charles Turk questioned who owns the property, point-

ing out that the name on the applicant, Skyline 7, is who the 

property is rented from and is not the owner. The planning 

commission had requested approval of this request.

•approved a request from James Patrick Barber for a beer 

and wine consumption license for Cracker Barrel at Banks 

Crossing. He said Georgia is the last state that has not ap-

proved alcohol licenses for Cracker Barrel stores. He said 

the company made the move at the requests of its custom-

ers.

•approved a request to purchase 10 sets of firefighter 

turnout gear for the fire department from Bennett Fire at 

a cost of $33,280. Fire chief Steve Nichols said there have 

been several new volunteers join the department.

•extended the moratorium on subdivisions, which was 

set to expire on Aug. 10, through Nov. 9 so that the update 

of the ordinance can be completed. The BOC has held sev-

eral work sessions to go over the ordinance line-by-line to 

make changes.

•approved a request to purchase 11 vehicles for the sher-

iff’s office with the money to come from the capital fund. 

There was a discussion on reimbursing the capital fund 

with revenue from the special purpose local option sales 

tax, if this referendum passes in November. Shawn Wilson 

made this request on behalf of the sheriff’s office.

•approved a contract with Traylor Business Services Inc. 

to provide personal property verification reviews for the 

tax assessor’s office.

•approved a contract with KCI Technologies to provide 

additional on-call engineering and construction service 

management for roads projects.

•approved a lease agreement for the Boy Scouts to use 

Uchee Lodge.

•held a closed session to discuss “litigation.”

By ANGELA GARY
angela@mainstreetnews.com

The Banks County Board 

of Commissioners approved 

a 7.831 millage rate when 

it met Tuesday, Aug. 10, 

which is the lowest it has 

been in 20 years.

“We are rolling the mill-

age rate back to what it was 

20 years ago,” BOC chair-

man Charles Turk said. “All 

of the commissioners did a 

good job. All of the depart-

ment heads did not spend all 

of the money in their budget 

and we put the extra in re-

serves.”

Turk said he has been 

asked how the commission-

ers were able to lower the 

millage rate and he replies 

two reasons, “department 

heads who are conserva-

tive” and revenue from spe-

cial purpose local option 

sales tax (SPLOST).

“With SPLOST, a large 

amount of money comes 

from people who don’t even 

live in this county,” he said.

Commissioner Sammy 

Reece said, “I appreciate all 

the department heads work-

ing on this. There has not 

been a tax increase on the 

county side in 12 years.”

Commissioner Keith Gar-

diner added, “Our depart-

ment heads try to save mon-

ey whenever they can.”

Commissioner Danny 

Maxwell said, ‘If we didn’t 

have that SPLOST money 

coming in, our taxes would 

be so high.”

Commissioner Bo Garri-

son added that he appreci-

ates “everyone working dil-

igently” to keep the millage 

rate low “without cutting 

any services for our citi-

zens.”

The 2020 millage rate 

was 8.419. 

In 2019, and the millage 

rate in 2019 was 8.533

BOC approves 7.831 millage rate

The Homer Fire Depart-

ment Ladies Auxiliary is 

sponsoring a chicken-que 

fundraiser to benefit the 

Homer Volunteer Fire De-

partment on Saturday, Sep-

tember 4, from 11 a.m. to 

2 p.m. The cost is $8 per 

plate.

Plates will be available 

to pick-up at the fire de-

partment during the annual 

downtown festival in Ho-

mer.

Chicken-que 

fundraiser 

planned Sept. 4

Forty-eight new cases 

of COVID-19 have been 

reported in Banks County 

since last week, accord-

ing to data from the Geor-

gia Department of Public 

Health.

There has been a total of 

1,779 COVID-19 cases re-

ported since data first began 

being collected on the virus 

on March 2020.

There have been 39 

deaths and 218 people hos-

pitalized from COVID-19 

in Banks County.

48 new cases 
of  COVID


