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Braselton News

MAILING LABEL

Kolter has filed a lawsuit 

against the City of Hoschton 

and its officials in a bid to 

halt the town’s recent vote 

to implement impact fees.

Kolter, the developer of a 

2,600-home project in the 

town known as Twin Lakes, 

filed its suit Oct. 2 in the 

Superior Court of Jackson 

County.

The suit seeks an injunc-

tion to stop the city from 

collecting around $2,900 in 

impact fees on new homes 

in the city. The impact fee 

system was created over the 

summer in an effort to col-

lect funds from the Kolter 

project.

The lawsuit says that 

Hoschton has “been en-

gaged in an ongoing crusade 

to extract as much money 

out of Plaintiffs as possi-

ble...”

In the suit, Kolter said it 

had to threaten litigation 

against the town over the 

summer to have the city 

council lift an unexpected 

building moratorium.

“This action is brought 

by Plaintiffs in order to stop 

Defendants from enforcing 

the City of Hoschton’s re-

cently adopted Impact Fee 

Ordinance against Plaintiffs 

because the ordinance is un-

constitutional, illegal, null 

and void,” says the lawsuit.

The lawsuit says that 

Kolter has invested millions 

of dollars in its massive res-

idential project, including 

providing funds to upgrade 

Hoschton’s water and sew-

erage infrastructure, and 

was blindsided by the city’s 

move to put impact fees on 

the development.

“These expenditures and 

contracts (with builders) 

were made and entered into 

based upon detailed devel-

opment budgets that, under-

standably, did not account 

for an additional expense of 

millions of dollars in impact 

fees that Plaintiffs had no 

reason to anticipate before 

incurring development costs 

and contractual obliga-

tions,” the lawsuit says.

Kolter argues in the suit 

that its development will 

pay for the increased cost of 

city services without impact 

fees being put into place. 

While the city does not cur-

rently levy a property tax, it 

does collect a share of coun-

ty sales tax income.

In the suit, Kolter also 

said that the city had not 

lived up to its side of a con-

tract to develop water and 

sewerage infrastructure for 

the development and that 

existing water pressure in 

the development is very low. 

It says the city was notified 

in April that it was in breach 

of its contract with Kolter 

over water and sewerage de-

velopment.

LAWSUIT

Among other things, the 

suit alleges that Hoschton:

• rushed the impact fee 

process “without any mean-

ingful input from either the 

public or members of the 

development community.”

• had published conflict-

ing legal notice advertising 

about the dates and times 

for public hearings.

• had created an illegal 

advisory committee for the 

impact fees that didn’t con-

form to state law.

• held a public hearing on 

Aug. 10 for the impact fees, 

but left that off the city’s 

published agenda until the 

Kolter sues Hoschton over impact fees

See Kolter, page 3A

Early in-person voting 

for the Nov. 3 General 

Election begins Monday, 

Oct. 12.

For absentee ballot infor-

mation, polling locations or 

sample ballots, visit mvp.

sos.ga.gov.

Details on early in-per-

son voting for Braselton’s 

four-county area are listed 

below:

JACKSON COUNTY

Early in-person voting 

in Jackson County for the 

Nov. 3 General Election 

will begin Monday, Oct. 

12 at the Gordon Street 

Center in Jefferson and in 

Braselton and Commerce.

Early voting will run 

from Oct. 12 to Oct. 30.

• Gordon Street location 

— The first two weeks, vot-

ing will be available from 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

The third week, Oct. 26-

30, voting will be avail-

able from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Mon.-Fri. Saturday voting 

will also be available Oct. 

17 and Oct. 24 from 9 a.m. 

to 4 p.m.

• Braselton location — 

Early voting will also be 

available at the Braselton 

Police and Municipal 

building in Braselton. That 

voting location will only 

be open Oct. 26-30 from 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• Commerce location — 

Early voting will also be 

available at the Commerce 

Recreation Department on 

Carson St. That voting lo-

cation will only be open 

Oct. 26-30 from 8 a.m. to 

5 p.m.

GWINNETT COUNTY

Eligible voters in Gwin-

nett County may vote ad-

vance in person every day, 

including weekends, from 

October 12 to October 30 

at the following locations:

• Gwinnett Voter Reg-

istrations and Elections 

Beauty P. Baldwin Build-

ing, 455 Grayson Hwy., 

Suite 200, Lawrenceville, 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

• Bogan Park Communi-

ty Recreation Center, 2723 

North Bogan Rd., Buford, 

7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

• Lenora Park Gym, 

4515 Lenora Church Rd., 

Snellville, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

• Dacula Park Activity 

Building, 2735 Old Au-

burn Rd., Dacula, 7 a.m. to 

7 p.m.

• Lucky Shoals Park 

Community Recreation 

Center, 4651 Britt Rd., 

Norcross, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

• George Pierce Park 

Community Recreation 

Center, 55 Buford Hwy., 

Suwanee, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

• Gwinnett County Fair-

grounds, 2405 Sugarloaf 

Pkwy., Lawrenceville, 

7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

• Mountain Park Activity 

Early in-person 

voting begins Oct. 12

See Voting, page 3A

Hoschton plans a town 

hall meeting with the city’s 

mayor and council.

The event will be held 

Tuesday, Oct. 20, from 

6-8 p.m. on the green space 

next to city hall (79 City 

Sq., Hoschton).

Citizens are encouraged 

to attend.

For more information, 

contact city hall at 706-654-

3034 or email city clerk 

Jennifer Harrison at jkidd@

cityofhoschton.com.

Hoschton 

plans 

town hall 

Oct. 20

The City of Hoschton 

ramped up its dispute 

with the town’s largest 

landowner and developer 

this week with a recom-

mendation to deny a rou-

tine approval of prelimi-

nary plat.

The Hoschton Planning 

and Zoning Commission 

recommended denying 

Phase 4 of the Twin Lakes 

Hoschton 

planners 

recommend 

denial of Twin 

Lakes plat

See Planners, page 3A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

Two more residents of a Braselton-ar-

ea personal care home have died from 

COVID-19.

The Georgia Department of Commu-

nity Health reported Oct. 5 that six resi-

dents of the Oaks at Braselton have died 

from COVID-19. (Four resident deaths 

had been reported the week prior.)

The Oaks at Braselton is a personal 

care home on Thompson Mill Rd.

Eleven residents have tested positive, 

with five having recovered. Since the be-

ginning of the pandemic, 13 staff mem-

bers have tested positive for COVID.

HOSPITAL SYSTEM

As of Oct. 5, Northeast Georgia 

Health System was treating 70 positive 

COVID-19 patients, with 14 at North-

east Georgia Medical Center Braselton. 

That’s down from the week prior on Sept. 

28, when the hospital system was treating 

87 patients with 20 at NGMC Braselton.

Ventilator usage is at 43%.

Since the beginning of the pandem-

ic, there have been 2,374 patients dis-

charged.

There have been 323 deaths.

BRASELTON AREA

The Georgia Department of Public 

Health reports 323,714 cases in the state, 

with 28,987 hospitalizations and 7,192 

deaths.

In Braselton’s four-county area, there 

have been:

•Barrow: 2,286 cases; 247 hospitaliza-

tions; 48 deaths

•Gwinnett: 28,129 cases; 2,726 hospi-

talizations; 417 deaths

•Hall: 9,639 cases; 989 hospitaliza-

tions; 158 deaths

•Jackson: 2,074 cases; 170 hospitaliza-

tions; 35 deaths

Two more resident deaths 

reported at personal care home

The Georgia Department 

of Transportation recent-

ly announced upcoming 

bridge closures planned in 

Jackson County.

SR 332 bridges over Wal-

nut Creek and its overflow 

will be closed to traffic in 

the coming weeks.

“In order to proactively 

prepare for the traffic de-

tour created by the bridge 

closures changes to the in-

tersection of SR 124 and SR 

60 have started,” the GDOT 

said in a news release.

The following changes 

Bridge 

closures 

planned  

in Jackson

See Bridge, page 3A

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

At just five years old, one Braselton 

boy has conquered more battles than 

most people will in their entire lives. 

His family calls him “Camden the 

Conqueror.”

They hope the community will come 

together for a parade this weekend to 

celebrate Camden’s next milestone: 

His sixth birthday.

The family plans a birthday parade 

for Camden on Saturday, Oct. 10, be-

ginning at 10:30 a.m. It will begin at 

Camden’s orthopedic office at Alli-

ance Prosthetics and Orthotics, 1235 

Friendship Rd., Suite 115, Braselton. 

The parade will travel through the Riv-

erstone Subdivision and follow the ar-

rows to Camden’s house and back out 

of the neighborhood.

“We ask that people participating 

tie a ribbon to their car so that every-

one knows you’re part of the parade,” 

Help celebrate a special birthday 

for ‘Camden the Conqueror’

A birthday parade is planned for Camden, a Braselton boy who’s gone 
through open heart surgery and battled leukemia, this weekend. The 
family plans a birthday parade for Camden on Oct. 10 beginning at 
10:30 a.m. It will begin at Camden’s orthopedic office at Alliance Pros-

thetics and Orthotics, 1235 Friendship Rd., Suite 115, Braselton. The 
parade will travel through the Riverstone Subdivision and follow the 
arrows to Camden’s house and back out of the neighborhood.

See Camden, page 3A


