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How much and how fast 

should Commerce grow in 

residential housing?

That was the gist of com-

ments from city planning 

commission chairman Joe 

Leffew made on July 6 to 

the Commerce City Coun-

cil.

In a rare appearance be-

fore the council, Leffew said 

the town already has over 

2,000 approved building 

lots that could be used for 

residential housing. There’s 

another 1,000 potential lots 

that could also be available, 

he said.

None of that includes 

current proposals for large 

developments, including a 

proposed 400+ residential 

community south of town 

along Hwy. 441 and White 

Hill School Rd.

Leffew questioned the 

amount of available resourc-

es in the city, including wa-

ter and sewerage capacity. 

He said some of that had 

to be reserved for commer-

cial and industrial growth in 

some areas of town.

City manager James 

Wascher echoed Leffew’s 

comments, saying that just 

because property is zone 

for housing doesn’t mean 

the city has the capacity to 

accommodate such devel-

opment.

Leffew said he wished 

some developers would fo-

cus more on building out 

existing lots before acting to 

bring more lots online in the 

city. He suggested the city 

build out slowly to allow 

the town’s tax digest time 

to catch up with increased 

service demands and for the 

school system to be able to 

handle the growth of stu-

dents.

He told the council there 

were some tools that could 

be used to regulate the pace 

of housing, such as lot siz-

es (increasing would lower 

density), house sizes (larger 

would bring in more money 

to the city), building mate-

The former Atlanta Drag-

way site at Banks Crossing 

is under contract to be sold. 

A rezoning application for 

the property could come 

before the Banks County 

Planning Commission as 

early as August, officials 

said this week.

The exact plans for the 

site haven’t yet been an-

nounced. The area, howev-

er, is designated by Banks 

County for commercial or 

industrial development giv-

en its proximity to I-85.

The firm of JLL is rep-

resenting the National Hot 

Rod Association in the sale 

of the property.

Development of the site 

has is being closely watched 

in Banks and Jackson coun-

ties. The 318 acres, which is 

in Banks County but abuts 

the Jackson County line, is 

near the new SK Battery 

plant in a corridor that is 

rapidly developing with in-

dustrial growth.

The NHRA initially said 

it wanted the property to 

stay as a dragway, but it was 

marketed by JLL for other 

uses.

“The City of Commerce 

is experiencing exploding 

growth alongside the con-

struction of the $2.6-billion 

SK Innovations manufac-

turing facility, one of the 

largest economic develop-

ments in Georgia’s histo-

ry,” stated JLL. “The Banks 

Crossing intersection where 

the Atlanta Dragway is lo-

cated has been designat-

ed by Banks County as a 

Dragway 

property 

under 

contract
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Joe Martin and veteran, Bill (Smitty) Smith, pose together in front of the American Le-

gion booth at the Pendegrass celebration.

UNCLE SAM AND VETERAN

An archeological greenspace 

park, a new administrative build-

ing and buying the remainder of 

the Gordon Street Center were 

among the topics discussed during 

a day-long meeting of the Jackson 

County Board of Commissioners 

last week.

Although the board took no 

votes on any of the various sub-

jects it discussed, there was a con-

sensus for county manager Kevin 

Poe to pursue purchasing land for 

an archeological park that has rock 

mounds reportedly created by Na-

tive Americans. The county had 

previously discussed the proposed 

park and negotiated terms with 

landowners for the project.

The BOC also had a consensus 

for Poe to negotiate with the Jack-

son County Board of Education to 

purchase the remainder of the Gor-

don Street Center for the purpose 

of expanding the county elections 

offices. The county currently owns 

part of the facility and uses that for 

its recreation offices. The BOE has 

used the remainder of the facility 

for some of its administrative and 

IT offices.

The board also discussed con-

tinuing the county’s SPLOST 

beyond 2023 with a SPLOST 7 

BOC discusses 

new park, 

admin building

Hwy. 332 between Pendergrass 

and the Braselton area was slated 

to reopen early this week.

The Georgia Department of 

Transportation announced it had 

completed work on replacing two 

bridges on Hwy. 332, a situation 

that had the road closed for detours 

in recent months.

The corridor is a key link from 

the North Jackson Area to West 

Jackson, especially with the im-

pending opening of the new Jack-

son County High School located 

off of Hwy. 332 on Skelton Rd.

Hwy. 332 

back open

By Morgan Ervin

Bradley Hill has been named 

Hoschton’s chief of police. The 

move will take effect Aug. 2 upon 

the official reactivation of the 

city’s police department.

The Hoschton City Council 

approved the move at a special 

called meeting June 29.

During a separate special 

called meeting July 1, the council 

approved the purchase of a silver 

2021 Dodge Durango for $34,779 

to serve as its first patrol vehicle 

and approved Hill’s annual salary 

at $75,000 as police chief.

Hill began his career in 

community service as a volunteer 

at the West Jackson Fire Depart-

ment (WJFD) shortly after gradu-

ating from Jackson County Com-

prehensive High School in 2000. 

While volunteering at WJFD, 

he held the rank of rescue chief 

and lieutenant and was offered a 

job as a detention officer at the 

Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 

(JCSO).

In 2004, he was promoted to 

deputy sheriff and was again pro-

moted in 2008 to patrol corporal. 

In 2012, he was named patrol 

sergeant and later became patrol 

lieutenant in 2015. He received 

his most recent promotion in 

2017 as an investigator, which is 

his current position at JCSO.

“I took an interest in it at 19 

years old and here I am 20 years 

later still working at the sheriff’s 

office. It’s a great place to work,” 

he said.

Throughout his tenure at 

JCSO, Hill has logged over 1,900 

training hours and has received 

specialized training in laser and 

radar operation. Hill is a certified 

law enforcement instructor and 

firearms instructor and has com-

pleted all three levels of supervi-

Brad Hill named Hoschton police chief

BRAD HILLSee Hoschton, page 2A

See Dragway, page 2A

See BOC, page 2A

County celebrates 

Fourth of July

Emma waves an American flag during Braselton’s Fourth of July festival. See more 
coverage of Fourth of July events on pages 3, 9 and 12.

PATRIOTIC YOUNGSTER

Planning chairman: How much growth in Commerce?

Commerce Planning Commission chairman Joe 

Leffew addresses the Commerce City Council on 
July 6. See Commerce, page 2A


