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MAILING LABEL

By Morgan Ervin

The City of Hoschton 

received a good report 

from its financial audit for 

FY2020 during its regular 

council meeting June 3.

The city managed to end 

the year with increased 

assets and revenues, de-

creased expenditures and 

relatively no increase in 

debt despite the pandemic 

and other barriers.

The city increased its 

current assets by $3.5 mil-

lion from 2019 to 2020, 

which is “absolutely as-

tronomical,” said Rachel 

Miller, Hoschton’s audi-

tor.

According to the report, 

in FY2020, the city’s in-

vestment in capital assets 

increased by 53%. Pro-

ceeds from SPLOST and 

LOST also increased from 

2019 with an increase of 

$75,495 in the SPLOST 

fund balance.

Compared to FY2019, 

total revenues for govern-

mental activities increased 

35% due to increases in 

charges for services and 

more grants received in 

the general fund. Other 

taxes received in the gen-

eral fund primarily con-

sisted of alcoholic bever-

age, franchise and title ad 

valorem taxes.

With consumers pur-

chasing more vehicles, an 

increase in title ad valor-

em taxes was received by 

the city. What’s more, the 

population growth due to 

annexations of properties 

during 2020 has also pos-

itively impacted the city 

financially.

Similarly, total expendi-

tures for governmental ac-

tivities increased 34% due 

to added wages, staffing 

positions, personnel costs 

and professional fees for 

the planning and develop-

ment of city projects.

Business-type activity 

revenues decreased 7% 

and business-related ex-

penditures decreased by 

9% from FY2019. The 

decrease in revenues was 

due to the decrease in wa-

ter/sewer tap fee revenues. 

Less salaries and related 

personnel expenses, pro-

fessional fees and repairs 

and maintenance caused 

the decrease in expendi-

tures.

With total appropriations 

of $1,504,625 the city only 

spent $1,350,132, which is 

The Rotary Club of Braselton re-

cently announced its commitment to 

the Northeast Georgia Health Sys-

tem Foundation to purchase essential 

medical equipment for fragile new-

borns in the Neonatal Intensive Care 

Unit (NICU) at Northeast Georgia 

Medical Center (NGMC) Braselton.

Currently, when an infant is born 

and needs treatment in the NICU, a 

special Giraffe Omnibed Carestation 

is utilized to transport and monitor 

these fragile patients. When the pa-

tient census is high, Carestations are 

shared between the NGMC Gaines-

ville NICU and the Braselton NICU, 

resulting in the delay of care and 

transportation from Labor & Deliv-

ery to the NICU. The Carestations 

offer state-of-the-art technology, en-

abling NICU teams to monitor and 

treat NGHS’ tiniest patients; and of-

fer many patient benefits, including 

a neutral thermal environment and 

minimizes the handling and moving 

of fragile newborns, reducing dan-

gerous stress on the infants. Bra-

selton Rotary Club’s commitment to 

provide two additional Carestations 

for the Braselton NICU means that 

patients at both campuses will have 

improved access to care and more 

than 115 patients will use the special-

ty beds annually.

In recognition of the Braselton 

Rotary Club’s generosity, a custom 

plaque will be placed in the main 

waiting room of Labor & Delivery on 

the third floor of NGMC Braselton, 

demonstrating the impact philanthro-

py makes on the organization.

For more information, contact Har-

dy Johnson, President, Braselton Ro-

tary Club at hardy@hardybjohnson.

com.

Rotary Club of Braselton funds  

life-saving equipment for infants at NGMC

The Rotary Club of Braselton recently announced its commitment to the Northeast Georgia Health Sys-

tem Foundation to purchase essential medical equipment for fragile newborns in the Neonatal Intensive 

Care Unit (NICU) at Northeast Georgia Medical Center (NGMC) Braselton. Shown are Tony Funari, NGMC 

Foundation; Cheryl Shippey, NGMC Braselton Foundation; Hardy Johnson, Chad Bingham, Charm Mc-

Call, Braselton Rotary president elect, and Maggie James, NGMC Braselton.

Higher building costs are one reason property 

appraisals in Jackson County are up this year.

Chief Appraiser Alan Sargent said that the coun-

ty updated its cost tables this year to build a house 

and that higher building costs helped push up prop-

erty values.

Overall, Sargent said the county’s tax digest was 

up 9%, but that is before all appeals have been 

heard. Through May 28, the county had received 

107 appeals, officials said.

Updated tax assessments recently went out to lo-

cal property owners. Those included an estimated 

tax for this year, but the new millage rates haven’t 

been set yet by local governments.

Preliminary tax 

data show 9% 

increase in digest  

in Jackson County

Braselton’s Main Street program earned anoth-

er national re-certification for upholding its work 

plan and fulfilling its partnership with the Main 

Street America program.

The Chicago-based program recognizes exem-

plary commitment to preservation-based economic 

development and community revitalization. Bra-

selton first achieved accreditation in 2015.

“It’s another significant milestone for our Main 

Street program,” said Downtown Development 

Authority chair Hollie Ansley. “The heart of our 

work focuses on the historic downtown and the 

many possibilities it holds.”

According to the National Main Street Center, 

the review criteria determines the communities 

that are building comprehensive and sustainable 

revitalization efforts and includes standards such 

as fostering public-private partnerships, docu-

menting progress and actively preserving historic 

buildings.

“We value the tools and resources made avail-

able to us through the National Main Street pro-

gram and look forward to continuing revitalization 

efforts in our downtown district,” Ansley said.

Braselton Main 

Street receives 

national  

re-certification

See Digest, page 2A

Hoschton’s newly-created Downtown Development 

Authority will hold a planning session on June 11 at 

noon. The meeting will take place at Hoschton City 

Hall, 79 City Square.

The DDA’s first official meeting, originally set for 

June 1, was cancelled.

Hoschton DDA 

plans June 11 

planning session

Hoschton has good financial audit for 2020

Citizens packed the courtroom at this week’s Jackson 

County Board of Commissioners meeting, upset over 

spikes on property tax assessments mailed out recently 

across the county.

During almost one hour of input, residents cited concerns 

with hiked assessments, along with the general lack of clar-

ity surrounding the process. Several others again asked the 

county to consider providing tax relief for senior citizens.

ASSESSMENTS VS. TAXES

Each year, property across the county is assessed at fair 

market value. For residential, it is based largely on recent 

sales in the area. Assessments are mailed out each spring, 

and those notices include an estimated tax that will be 

set in the fall. Commission chairman Tom Crow stressed 

that the estimated tax number listed on that assessment 

is misleading since the actual millage rates won’t be set  

Citizens concerned with 

hiked assessments, lack 

of clarity in process
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Jackson County High School teachers recently had the opportu-

nity to tour the new high school and find their new classrooms 
and workspaces. Danette O’Kelley and Wayne Brooks are shown 

touring the new school. The ribbon cutting at the new school, 

located at 152 Jaxco Junction (at the intersection of Hwy. 332 and 

Skelton Rd.) will be held at 2 p.m. Sunday, June 13.

See Hoschton, page 2A

See BOC, page 2A


