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Reaching a consensus 

opinion that the proposal 

doesn’t fit with adjacent 

properties, Braselton plan-

ners recommended against a 

rezone for a large rental de-

velopment along Hwy. 124.

The Braselton Planning 

Commission voted 5-0 

Monday (Aug. 23) to rec-

ommend denial of a request 

from Lyons Group Acquisi-

tions, LLC, to rezone 32.51 

acres to multi-family resi-

dential for 219 rental units. 

The property, situated be-

tween Hwy. 124 and Davis 

St., is currently zoned R-1 

and sits between other R-1 

zoned properties.

“I like the development as 

a multi-family; I just don’t 

like it on this piece of dirt,” 

planning commission mem-

ber Keith Kloiber said.

Those in attendance who 

wore red shirts to signal 

opposition to the project 

applauded after the plan-

ning commission made its 

recommendation. Lyons 

Group’s request will go to 

the Braselton Town Coun-

cil in September for a final 

decision.

Lyons Group propos-

es a mix of stand-alone 

and duplex-style residenc-

es for this development. 

Braselton’s planning staff 

placed 10 conditions on the 

proposal, including one that 

would limit the number of 

units to 191.

Included in this proposal 

are some two-floors units 

with under-dwelling garag-

es. Mike Price, representing 

Lyons Group, said no more 

than 20 percent of the resi-

dences would have two sto-

ries.

Units would range 

between one, two and 

three-bedrooms with a price 

range between $1,500 (one 

bedroom) to $2,500 (three 

bedroom). Lyons Group 

requests a minimum of 750 

square feet, instead of 800 

feet, for one-bedroom lots.

Price said these units 

are typically rented by 

cross-section of people: 

young singles, young cou-

ples, those who are divorced 

or retired and couples with 

kids no longer at home, as 

well as couples with chil-

dren.

The development would 

have 25-foot buffers and 

40-foot setbacks around the 

perimeter, which Price said 

is “more than you typical-

ly get” compared to a sin-

gle-family development.

Access points would 

be located on Hwy. 124, 

Pinecrest Ln. (where a curb 

cut already exists) and Da-

vis St. All three entry points 

would be gated.

Planning staff added a 

condition stipulating that a 

road connecting the two ar-

eas of this property — which 

are bisected by a stream — 

be installed. Lyons instead 

proposes a multi-model pe-

destrian walkway, including 

a bridge, between the two 

sections of the development.

Price fielded questions 

from planning commission 

members about the proposal 

— sufficient parking, traffic 

concerns, golf cart acces-

sibility and the request for 

750 square-foot lots were 

among the issues discussed 

— before four residents 

spoke in opposition to the 

project. The speakers’ ob-

Nov. 2 elections, in-

cluding two mayoral rac-

es, are set for Braselton 

and Hoschton after qual-

ifying wrapped up last 

week.

In Braselton, Hardy 

Johnson, who is a first-

term councilman in Dis-

trict 4, and Kurt Ward 

will run for the mayoral 

post. They seek to fill the 

seat of third-term mayor 

Bill Orr, who is not seek-

ing re-election.

In Hoschton, incum-

bent Shannon Sell will 

face opposition from 

Lauren O’Leary in the 

mayoral race. Sell be-

came mayor in 2020, fill-

ing the unexpired term 

of former mayor Theresa 

Kenerly, who resigned 

in 2019 ahead of a recall 

effort.

As for council races, 

Braselton has two seats 

up for grabs. District 2 

incumbent Peggy Slap-

pey, who is in her third 

term, will face challeng-

er Richard Harper, while 

COVID-19 cases con-

tinue to soar locally as the 

highly-contagious Del-

ta variant drives a fourth 

wave of the pandemic.

As of Monday (Aug. 

23), the Northeast Geor-

gia Health System 

(NGHS) was treating 240 

COVID-19 patients, up 

from 195 a week ago and 

from 32 a month ago. The 

240 patients well exceed 

the 179 patients treated 

during the second peak 

of COVID in August of 

2020.

Sixty-two of NGHS’s 

current COVID patients 

are being treated at NG-

HS’s Braselton hospital, 

up from 59 last week. The 

facility added a 10-bed 

mobile unit tent on Aug. 

11 to handle overflow in 

the emergency depart-

ment.

Eighty-six percent of 

COVID patients in NGHS 

care are unvaccinated.

“NGHS emergency de-

partments are extremely 

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

An innovative new school 

has opened its doors in Jack-

son County.

The Empower College 

and Career Center celebrat-

ed its inaugural first day of 

school July 30, serving 1,500 

students from East Jackson 

Comprehensive and Jackson 

County high schools. Em-

power, or EC3, is housed in 

the former Jackson Coun-

ty Comprehensive High 

School, which relocated to 

West Jackson this year.

The new college and ca-

reer program is the culmina-

tion of several years of work 

between local education and 

business leaders.

“There was a movement to 

understand that the commu-

nity needed to do something 

more to prepare the future 

workforce, not only for Jack-

son County but the surround-

ing region and to do a better 

job of meeting our students’ 

needs,” said John Uesseler, 

CEO of the Empower Cen-

ter.

He was brought on shortly 

after the EC3 board secured 

a $3 million grant from the 

Technical College System of 

Georgia.

“We knew it was going to 

be here at the old Jackson 

County (Comprehensive) 

High School, but what’s it 

going to look like,” Uesseler 

asked.

A major component of the 

program is to ensure students 

find their passion and learn 

what careers and opportuni-

ties are available to them in 

Jackson County.

“We want (students) to 

find those things to do what 

By Ben Munro 
ben@mainstreetnews.com

The Town of Braselton 

stands to receive an ap-

proximate $2 million cut 

of Barrow County’s 2023 

SPLOST, and that money 

that could mean additions 

to a planned 71-acre park 

on Hwy. 124.

The first phase of the 

park, estimated to cost a 

little over $1 million, is 

scheduled for bid soon, ac-

cording to town manager 

Jennifer Scott. But ame-

nities not included in that 

first phase can be paid for 

through the town’s share 

of the 2023 Barrow County 

SPLOST.

The town wouldn’t have 

all the money in hand until 

2029. Barrow County has 

proposed SPLOST with an 

intergovernmental agree-

ment (IGA) with the cities 

that will allow collections 

for six years. The Bra-

selton Town Council voted 

at its Aug. 16 to authorize 

mayor Bill Orr to sign the 
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Empower Center opens in county
Innovative new 

school offers 

unique approach 

to education

The Empower College and Career Center recent-

ly opened in the former Jackson County Com-

prehensive High School facility. A ribbon cutting 

is planned at the facility Sept. 9.

See Empower, page 3A

Nov. 2 municipal

elections set in 

Braselton, Hoschton

Barrow SPLOST could 

fund additions to 

planned Braselton park

See SPLOST, page 3A

See Elections, page 3A

Area COVID spike continues as 

hospitalizations and cases increase
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Northeast Georgia Medical Center in Braselton has added a mobile tent to help handle overflow in 
the emergency department driven by the fourth wave of the COVID-19 pandemic.

MOBILE TENT UTILIZED BY EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT

See COVID, page 3A

Braselton planners recommend denial of rezone for rental development

See Planners, page 3A


