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County gets some supplies; 

governments move to restrict 

gatherings; shutdown deepens

“When I was a boy 

and I would see scary 

things in the news, my 

mother would say to 

me, ‘Look for the help-

ers. You will always 

find people who are 

helping.’” 

-Fred Rogers

By Alex Buffington
alex@mainstreetnews.com

The community is experi-

encing a monumental event, 

one that will forever be in-

grained in memories.

Over the past couple of 

weeks, the spreading Coro-

navirus has changed peo-

ple’s daily lives across the 

country. Schools are closed 

throughout the state; resi-

dents are encouraged to stay 

home as much as possible; 

local governments have 

scaled back; and shoppers 

have flocked to supermar-

kets to stock up on necessi-

ties.

The uncertain situation 

has created fear across the 

country — from concerns 

over the economic impact to 

overstretching the nation’s 

healthcare resources.

But the virus crisis has 

also brought out something 

else: The helpers.

The community has 

stepped up over the past 

couple of weeks to help 

those in need during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.

Some are simply check-

ing on their elderly neigh-

bors or family members, 

running errands for them so 

they don’t have to go out. 

Others have given blood or 

volunteered to sew masks 

for area hospitals.

Local school staff are de-

livering hundreds of meals 

to students across the area.

And area nonprofits are 

spending countless hours 

working to get food into the 

hands of community mem-

bers in need.

ISERVE GETS FOOD 

INTO FAMILIES HANDS

One of those groups, iS-

erve Ministries, has been 

distributing thousands of 

pounds of food each week 

through its mobile food pan-

tries in Commerce, Pender-

grass and Athens.

iServe’s mobile food pan-

try is open on the second 

Saturday of the month in 

the parking lot of the La-

nier Technical College in 

Commerce and on the third 

Tuesday of the month in the 

parking lot at Pendergrass 

Flea Market.

Community steps up in crisis

Commerce City School System cafeteria workers 
have been working each day to prepare meals for 
students. Pictured are: Diane Schubring, Vick-
ie Kesler, Bobbie Edwards, Sandi Richey, Sarah 
Duncan, Linda Crumley and Shirley Hollingsworth. 
Photo courtesy Commerce City Schools.

WORKING HARD TO GET FOOD IN 

STUDENTS’ HANDS

COVID roundup

By Ben Munro
ben@mainstreetnews.com

The Jefferson City Council, seeking to limit crowds and 

the spread of the Coronavirus, unanimously approved an 

emergency ordinance March 23 that prohibits dine-in ser-

vice at restaurants, taprooms and food-service establish-

ments for the next 30 days. It also prohibits gatherings of 

10 or more people for the same length of time. Restaurants 

in the town can still provide take-out orders.

Jefferson’s measures went into effect March 24 at noon.

The ordinance passed by the council provided tougher 

restrictions than some of the measures ordered by Gov. Bri-

an Kemp on March 23. Kemp banned gatherings of 10 or 

more people unless individuals remain six feet apart. That 

ban lasts only until April 6. His executive order included 

the closure of nightclubs and bars and for the “medically 

fragile” to shelter in place, but it did not address dine-in 

service.

Some eating establishments in Jefferson had kept their 

dining rooms open despite Center of Disease Control rec-

ommendations against gatherings of 10 or more people and 

to maintain a distance of at least six feet between individu-

als to prevent the spread of the highly-contagious disease.

“We really wanted and depended on businesses to do the 

right thing, and a lot them have,” Mayor Steve Quinn said. 

“A lot of them are hurting because they did the right thing, 

and we appreciate what they’ve done. But there are some 

that are still allowing inside dining, which scares me a little 

bit. We may be overreacting, but what if we’re not?”

Amid safety concerns with the Coronavirus outbreak, 

Jefferson closed its meeting to the public Monday night, 

but made it available via live stream on the city fire depart-

ment’s Facebook page.

The council probably won’t meet again until at least 

May as Quinn said the April meetings will probably be 

cancelled.

CONCERNED ABOUT OTHER BUSINESSES

Jefferson’s actions come after some in the city have 

struggled to follow state and CDC recommendations. In 

addition to some restaurant dining rooms remaining open, 

Quinn pointed to other areas of concern.

The Pendergrass Flea Market closed its indoor market, 

but didn’t halt its outside operation. Quinn said he was dis-

appointed in that.

“Because that’s a lot of people coming to the City of 

Jefferson that we don’t know where they’ve been or who 

they’ve been around,” Quinn said.

He also said he’s seen kids congregating in large groups 

on football and soccer fields while out of school.

“That worries me,” Quinn said.

Jefferson council shutters 

dine-in restaurants, 

gatherings of 10 or more
30-day ban goes further than governor’s 

Helping local businesses adjust to the impacts of the COVID crisis 

was the main topic of conversation during last week’s Jackson County 

Area Chamber of Commerce’s board of directors meeting. The meet-

ing was held via video conference due to the virus.

Supporting local small businesses was highlighted in the discussion 

as many business had closed or adopted reduced hours in the last 

week.

“Small businesses need people to buy local right now,” said board 

member Chad Bingham. “Small businesses are really in trouble.”

The chamber is watching various legislative actions that could pro-

vide some relief to businesses impacted by the economic downturn 

that has come out of the virus crisis.

An online survey has also been launched for chamber members 

to record how the virus is affecting their businesses. The organiza-

tion plans to use its social media platforms to share information with 

members during the crisis.

The chamber also hosted a conference call last week of around 30 

large business and industry leaders across Jackson County to discuss 

the impact the virus was having on their operations and to share infor-

mation, said chamber director of economic development John Scott.

“It’s unchartered territory for everybody,” he said.

Scott said the calls would probably be held weekly during the crisis.

BUSINESS INTEREST

Despite concerns about the virus, Scott reported that the county was 

following two large industrial projects.

One is a chicken rendering plant that would make dog food, he said. 

The unnamed company had hired a PR firm to help with that effort, 

anticipating some local push-back.

Details about the second project were not released.

CANDIDATE FORUM AND EVENTS

The board also heard a report about if and how the chamber could 

host a candidate forum for the upcoming May elections. Given the 

restrictions on large gatherings, the board discussed hosting an online 

forum with the candidates instead.

In other news, the chamber has canceled some of its upcoming 

events, such as the April business breakfast and Jackson County Day 

at the Capitol, but no decision has been made yet on whether or not to 

reschedule the Jackson County Derby scheduled for April 23.

The cancellations of events could have an impact on the chamber’s 

own finances, said Jim Shaw, president and CEO of the chamber. 

Shaw said the chamber is in good financial shape for now, but he 

was starting to watch the cash flow as the economy hits many of its 

members.

Chamber board discusses virus impact on businesses

Support for small businesses a key part of community response, leaders say

See Jefferson, page 2A

See iServe, page 2A

A flurry of state and local government actions this 

week is rapidly changing how most people live and 

interact.

As of March 24, there have been 32 COVID deaths 

in the state, including one in Gwinnett County. There 

have been 1,026 confirmed cases in the state with 45 

in Gwinnett, 14 in Hall, 16 in Clarke, one in Madison 

and one in Barrow. No cases have been reported in 

Jackson County as of Tuesday night. (Check our web-

site for daily updates.)

Here’s a roundup of recent events related to the on-

going virus crisis:

• Jackson County EMA director Bryan Bullock said 

the county received a shipment of much-needed med-

ical supplies on Monday. The county received nearly 

2,000 M-95 medical masks. “We are in the process 

of getting these to our fire/rescue departments, sher-

iff’s office and police departments,” he said. “We also 

gave some to the Jackson County Correctional Insti-

tute facility.” The county is expecting to get additional 

medical supplies from the national stockpile as well.

• The City of Jefferson issued an emergency dec-

laration March 23 to close dine-in restaurants and 

bars and to ban gatherings of 10 or more people. The 

move goes further than a similar declaration made by 

Gov. Brian Kemp the same day. (See story inside this 

issue.) Jefferson also cancelled its Easter Egg hunt 

slated for April 11.

• The City of Commerce was set to consider an 

emergency declaration on March 24, past our print 

deadline (see our website for update.) The state mu-

nicipal association is encouraging all Georgia towns 

to make an emergency declaration to limit public in-

teractions.

• The City of Arcade has set a called meeting for its 

council for Wednesday, March 25, at 4 p.m. to consid-

er an emergency declaration. The meeting will likely 

be by teleconference.

• The Jackson County Tax Commissioner’s office 

will only process essential services in person; all oth-

er transactions are to be done online.

• Several local towns have scaled back in-person 

operations or closed their city halls. Arcade has closed 

its city hall and police department to the public. Those 

needing assistance can call 706-367-5500 at the city 

hall or 706-367-1821 for the police department.

• Local school systems continue with “distance 

learning” plans and are delivering food to students at 

a number of locations around the county. The Jackson 

County School System will continue distance learn-

ing through April 3, then stop for spring break. The 

system plans to reopen its schools April 13, but that is 

subject to change.

PLANTS CLOSED

Three large Jefferson-Pendergrass area business-

es closed for part of last week due to situations sur-

rounding the Coronavirus.

• Kubota closed its Jefferson plant until March 23, 

after an employee left work sick last Monday and later 

went to Northeast Georgia Medical Center for treat-

ment. The family notified Kubota that he had tested 

positive for COVID-19, according to a county report. 

The plant was subsequently closed in response.

• Home Goods distribution center in Jefferson has 

closed for two weeks, but there have not been any re-

ported cases of COVID in the facility.

• TACG in Pendergrass was reportedly closed until 

March 23, after an employee showed signs of Cor-

nonavirus. The closure was done as a precaution and 

to do cleaning, according to Jackson County EMA 

officials. An internal email from the company had 

See COVID , page 5A


